
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 

PRIVACY ACTS 


SUBJECT: RICHARD F. MCCOY, JR. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Prope^^^cquired os Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-fifi) 


Date. . . 4 /10/72 


Title and Character of Case 

Richard Floyd Me Coy, Jr. 

CAA~di Jacking 

Interference with Flight Crew Members 


Date Property Acquire 


d 


Source From Which Property Acquired 


4/8/72 


Desert 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


Area, Nye County Nevada 

j Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 


Bulkey Exhibit ^oom 


Evidence 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


Switlik 24 f White Nylon Parachute, chest type serial tt 70-10727 
owned by Stevens Para Loft, Oakland, California 


s/r/p 








SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 

164-72 







Transmit the following in 


plaintext 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


"RGENT 


(Priority) 


TO njDjrnrnp f FBI 
SAM RRA NCI SCO 
FROM LAS VEGAS 


UN SUB ? VIJAC^IMP OR HAL/^LIGHT Nil MB R® RIGHT Hl/r RIVR f 
a°RIL $RVEN LAST; Caa-aTR ?iRACY ; EXTORTION* 00 :0 ? ! . 


I MtTQ RFC I EVER RAfi t hat ^raCHU t R t^rpap^RD instant 

FLIGHT AT THIRTY EIGHT RESORRS NORTH A MO ONE *ONR R!V r °OIN T T HPR r 
7Rpd DROPEES WEST ^HICH IS IN T HE AREA 0R ARAVEM f MRVAOA . 

IN EFFORT TO LOCATE OBJECT T HROVN RROM PL A MR # ’AS V r GAS 
AGENTS IN) EIGHT ALL- T EPRAIN VEHICLES an" phaptrppr aiptpart mILL 
BEGIN SEARCH AT DAYBREAK APRIL EIGHT |MS t ant. 

SR REQUESTED to VERIFY COLOP OF RAPAPHU t RS rmomISHRp 
HIJAOKRR. ALSO VERIFY ABOVE COORDINATES W^h ai^ ROPCE OHASR 
PLANES AND AMY OTHER INFORMATION that WOULD M0 Dr ■ n EjRI NT T RLY PIN 




POINT DROP . 

BUREAU WILL BE ^RPt ADVISEfr\ 






Disposition 




















































RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 
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T« Be Retailed □ Yes 
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Lambert Conformal Conic Projection Standard Parallels 33°20’ and 38°40' 
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and all othet aeronautical data received by March 29, 1971 
Consult appropriate NOTAMS and Flight Information 
Publications for supplemental data and current information 
Th)s chart .Vfli become OBSOLETF FOR USE IN NAVIGATION upon pubbcatiw of 
the next edition scheduled tor OCT. J 4, 1971 : 
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Approximate elevation 
Doubtful locations are indicai 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
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nclary of National Parks 


| FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE REGULATION 1 

Tha fish and Wildlife Service has the following regulation m: 
effect covering she flight of aircraft on and aver wildlife areas-.: 
'Tbs unauthorized operation of aircraft at low altitudes over,., 
a* the unauthorised landing of aircraft on a wildlife refuge 
area is prohibited, except in the e-vent of emergency," 

The Fish and Wildlife Service requests that pilots maintain a- 
minimum altitude of 1 ,000 feet above the terrain of a wildlife 


Boundary of Wildlife Refuge 


NOTICE 

Uncontrolled airspace within the United Stares extends up to 14,500 feet 
MSI. At and above this altitude all airspace is within the Continental Control 
Area, excluding the airspace less than t 500 feet above the terrain and; 
certain special use airspace areas 


The Federal Government disclaims responsibility 
for noo-Federal navigational facilities 


! ; yyte: ;oifteyjvte::ityfocm: <yf ; r Wort y;ema: at^ : ® 

[ yam attention while using this chart. When practicable, such- information should be 
I indicated clearly and a ecu rats S> on the chart fa replacement copy wtH be returned} 

■ Mail to- THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL OCEAN SURVEY, NATIONAL OCEANIC 
is® AT MOSPHE RIC A DMINS RATION ROCKV11LF MARYLAND 20&52 
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ARTCC-REMOTE CONTROL FREQUENCIES 
ON LAS VEGAS SECTIONAL CHART 

LOS ANGELES CENTER OAKLAND CENTER 

l 2 *' 0 l33 ‘ 8 Tonopah 127.3 

Cedar City , 24.2 SALT LAKE CITY CENT, 

N.l»n ' 23.9 134.65 D . lto 124 0 

Pahrump 134.65 . , , „ . „ 

- „ Tonopah I 34 3 

Sehgmcn 123.9 128.4 „ 


NAP CHINA LAKE 


INDIAN SPRINGS AF AUX 


Me CARRAN INTNL 


119.9 257.8 I22.5R ASR ILS 


NELLIS AF8 


NORTH LAS VEGAS NFCT 


KaowEflQgJ 

NAUTICAL MILES 

TATUrTMILFS 


T | ',T I. f.? r A 4g -- ; 0: ... ._2pr 
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PROHIBITED, RESTRICTED, WARNING, AND Ai 
ON LAS VEGAS SECTIONAL CHAR 

NAME 

Port Irwin, California 


ALTITUDE 

Unlimited 


TIME 

Continuous 
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►RESCOTT 


8000 to 9000 0600 to 1800 


Overton, NevarSa 


Cororir. Nellis AFB, Nevac? 


0600 >o 1800 


5500 to EL 


Man. thru Fri. 
Other times by 
NO?AMS 24 hr 
in advance- 


230 inclusive Mon. thru rrs. 
Other times by 
NOT AMS 24 hrs. 


Dry Lake, Nevada 


A- 4 81D 


Comrfr, Neilis AFft, Nevada 


0600 to ! 800 


Mon. thru rrt. 
Other times by 
NOTAM5 24 hrs, 
in advance 


Men, thru Fri. 
Other times- by 
NQTAM5 24 hrs 
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Qv^r fror?, Nevada 

8000 to 9000 
mciusisv*? 

0600 ro 1800 

Mon, thru Fri, 

Other times. by 

NOT AMS 24 hrs 
in advance 

Com dr. N eitis APB, Nevada 

P •■ Prohibited R - Restricted W - Warning A> Alert 

Unless otherwise notedr Altitudes ore MSI end in fueti time is fecal. 

No person shall operate an aircraft within a Prohibited Area, orwitbm o Kesfrictsd Area 
altitudes during tb® time of designation unless prior p emriissidt! has been issued by the 

A.481D 

Dry lafe«, Nevada 

3800 to 9000 
inclusive 

0600 to 1600 

MojIk thru Friv 

Olher by 

NOT AMS 24 hr$. 

Comdf. N«H1* APB, Neva da 

listed above. The appropriate authority is defined os either the controlling agenc} 
Plight within Alert Areas is not restricted, but pilots are advisee) f® exercise extreme o. 
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NR001 DN PLAIN 
1|45AM URGENT 4-8-72 RDE 

TO I DIRECTOR, SALT LAKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO, LAS VEGAS 
FROMt DENVER (164-120) 

b7C 

UNSUBJ AKA I I UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER 

TO LOS ANGELES, AFRIL SEVEN SEVENTYTWO, CAA DASH HIJACKING, 

001 SALT LAKE, 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU AND DENVER APRIL SEVEN LAST. 
INTERVIEW OF ALL TICKET AGENTS, CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVES, BAGGAGE PERSONNEL WHO HANDLED INSTANT . 

FLIGHT AND ADJACENT FLIGHTS ON CONCOURSE B SERVING UNITED 
AIRLINES DEVELOPED NO INFORMATION TO RECALL OR IDENTIFY 
UNSUB. 

FLIGHT CONTROL PERSONNEL WHO HANDLED CAPTIONED 
FLIGHT CANNOT RECALL UNSUB BASED ON DESCRIPTION. 

UNSUB USING NAME I I MADE TELEPHONE RESERVATION THREE b 

THIRTYNINE PM, MARCH THIRTYONE LAST FOR CAPTIONED FLIGHT, BUT 
GAVE NO CONTACT PHONE NUWER OR ADDRESS. TICKET PURCHASED BETWEEN 
ONE THIRTY PM AND TWO PM APRIL SEVEN AT UAL RESERVATION 
COUNTER, ISSUED TICKET ONE FIVE FIVE SEVEN TWO THREE ZERO 
FOUR EIGHT FIVE. CLERK WHO HANDLED TELEPHONE RESERVATION 
UNABLE TO RECALL INCIDENT. TICKET CLERK WHO SOLD TICKET 



END PAGE ONE 





PAGE TWO 


CANNOT SPECIFICALLY RECALL SALE OR UNSUB. 

INQUIRY OF AIRLINE PERSONNEL DOES NOT IDENTIFY ANY 
PASSENGER AGENT OR AIRLINE EMPLOYEE WHO ALLEGEDLY FOUND 
AN ENVELOPE IN AIRPORT RESTROOM, WHICH ENVELOPE ALLEGEDLY 
ENDED UP IN POSSESSION OF UNSUB. 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL ADVISED AS FOLLOWS! 

UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, BEING SEVEN TWENTY SEVEN, 
ENROUTE DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, DIVERTED IN FLIGHT BY UNSUB. 
UNSUB REPORTEDLY CONFRONTED CAPTAIN IN COCKPIT DISPLAYING HAND 
WEAPON AND POSSIBLY EXPLOSIVES, WHEN PLANE THIRTYFIVE MILES 
NORTHWEST OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLO. FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 

PER HIJACKER INSTRUCTIONS, LANDED SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT APPROXIMATELY FOUR TWENTY PM, INSTANT. 

HIJACKER DEMANDED FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS CASH BE 
PLACED IN TTWO SUITCASES AND FOUR PARACHUTES. UNSUB 
INSTRUCTED NO FLUORESCENT POWDER, MARKED MONEY OR RADIOS 
IN PARACHUTES. FURTHER STATED NO PASSENGERS WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO DEPLANE PRIOR TO PAYMENT OF MONEY AND RECEIVING 
PARACHUTES. 

FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE REFUELED PER INSTRUCTIONS OF 
HIJACKER, PARACHUTES MADE AVAILABLE, AND FIVE HUNDRED THOUSNAD 
DOLLARS CASH DELIVERED TO HIJACKER. AS OF SEVEN THIRTY PM, 
ONLY FIVE CREW MEFBERS, INCLUDING TWO STEWARDESSES, AND 
HIJACKER REMAIN ABOARD AIRCRAFT. 

FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE DEPARTED SF SEVEN THIRTY PM, 

HEADING EASTERLY DIRECTION. 

END PAGE TWO 







PAGE THREE 


FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION FURNISHED BY SAN FRANCISCO t 
WHITE. NALE, AMERICAN * AGE TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTY, 

FIVE FEET SEVEN TO FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES, ONE HUNDRED 
FORTY TO ONE FIFTYFIVE POUNDS, THIN BUILD f SANDY TO LIGHT 
BROWN HAIR, ROUGH COMPLEXION, POCK MARKED FACE, 

NO ACCENT, WEARING DARK BLUE DOUBLE KNIT BELL BOTTOM SLACKS 
AND DARK BLUE JACKET, WHICH TWO PIECES OF CLOTHING DID NOT 
MARCH, BROWN AND YELLOW SHOES, CARRYING BLACK ATTACHE 
CASE, WENT INTO RESTROOM ABOARD PLANE IN FLIGHT AND CAME 
OUT WEARING BLACK WIG. 

SALT LAKE CITY AND SAN FRANCISCO FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL 
DESCRIPTIVE DATA TO DENVER, AND ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 
COMPOSITE DRAWING FOR UTILIZATION IN ADDITIONAL DENVER 
INVESTIGATION. 

UNSUB CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

END 

RHJ FBI LAS VEGAS 
TU AND CLR 







NR013 WA PLAIN 7*10 AM 

3t30AM URGENT 4-8-72 MXH FCO 

.i 

TO DIRECTOR : 

LOS ANGELES 1 

k 

LAS VEGAS f:k 

DENVER 

i 

SALT LAKE CITY 

/////ALL OFFICES VIA WASH DC////// 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (ISA-NEW) 12 PAGES 

UNSUB, AKA I L UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE 

FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES APRIL SEVEN, SEVENTYTWO, CAA- 
HIJACKING , 001 DENVER, 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU, BUREAU 
TELEPHONE CALLS TO SAN FRANCISCO, APRIL SEVEN LAST, AND SAN 
FRANCISCO TELETYPE APRIL SEVEN LAST, 


BUREAU HAS ADVISED THAT BUREAU ARTIST ARRIVED LOS ANGELES 
THIS DATE PREPARE ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF SUBJECT. WITNESSES 
WHO CAN PROVIDE BEST DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS! 



|_| UAL BASE, LOS ANGELES, 

COLORADO, 

END PAGE ONE 








PAGE TWO 


SF 1S4-NEW 


GOLDEN, COLORADO. 

I aRE IN LOS ANGELES AT A CONVENTION. 

WILL CONTACT LOS ANGELES OFFICE THIS DATE AS TO LOCATION IN LOS 
ANGELES. IN ADDITION, THE TWO STEWARDESSES WHO REMAINED ABOARD 
AIRCRAFT ON DEPARTURE SAN FRANCISCO ARE IN POSITION TO FURNISH 
DESCRIPTIONt l AND I I BOTH BASED LOS ANGELES. 

THE REMAINING CREW MEWERS DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO WITH 

HIJACKERl_FLIGHT OFFICE rI I b7c 

ENG INEER | 

SAN FRANCISCO OBTAINING PAY OFF LIST WELLS FARGO CONSISTING 
OF HUNDRED SIXTY PAGES. IN VIEW OF VOLUME SAME WILL BE HANH 
CARRIED BY CAPTAIN UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE ZERO, DEPARTING 
SAN FRANCISCO EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM THIS DATE, ARRIVING DULLES AIRPORT 
FOUR FORTYFIVE PM . BUREAU ADVISED MAKING ARRANGEMENTS WASHINGTON 
FIELD OFFICE TO PICK UP. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED ON DEPARTURE OF 
FLIGHT. CAPTAIN'S NAME AND ANY FURTHER DETAILS. 

MANIFEST ON SUBJECT FLIGHT CONTAINED NAMES EIGHTYFOUR 
PASSENGERS. ALL PASSENGERS INTERVIEWED WITH EXCEPTION OF 
END PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 


SF 164-NEW 


AND AN INFANT CHILD. EIGHTYTWO PASSENGERS INTERVIEWED 


ONE STEWARDESS, FOR A TOTAL EIGHTYTHREE INTERVIEWS, 

I I . DEPARTMENT 

OF CORRECTIONS, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED AS FOLLOWS, HE 
STATED THAT HE ENTERED THE AIRPLANE AT DENVER, COLORADO WITH HIS 

AND THAT THEIR OTHER DESTINATION 

h T 


WAS LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, BOT 
IN ROW ONE NINE OF THE AIRCRAFT. 

I- 


AND 


WERE SEATED 


I STATED HE FIRST OBSERVED SUBJECT WHEN SUBJECT 
ENTERED THE RESTROOM OF THE AIRPLANE, AT THAT TIMEl _ 


NOTICED THAT THE SUBJECT HAD BROWN COLORED MEDIUM LINGTH HAIR, 
WHEN THE SUBJECT CAME OUT OF THE BATHROOM AFTER A LENGTHY 
PERIOD OF TIMEl ~ 


b'7C 


I noted that he wearing what appeard 

TO BE BLACK WIG AND A MUSTACHE THAT APPEARED TO BE FALSE, 
AFTER SUBJECT RETURNED TO HIS SEAT.I 


] NOTED THAT SUBJECT 


WAS GOING THROUGH A MANILA ENVELOPE AND TAKING OUT WHAT APPEARED 
TO BE PIECES OF NOTEPAPER. I I aLSQ NOTED SUBJECT RUMMAGING 

THROUGH A SMALL BLACK SUITCASE, 

IsAID THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR OUT OF DENVER 


b7! 


HE GOT UP AND WALKED PAST THE SUBJECT ATO GET A LOOK AT HIM AS 
HE WAS SUSPICIOUS OF HIM, AND THAT ON HIS RETURN FROM THE 
END PAGE THREE 


b7 







PAGE FOUR 


SF 164-NEW 

RESTROOM HE NOTIC ED THAT TH E SUBJECT WAS HOLDING WHAT APPEARED TO 

BE AHAND GRENADE. _ STATED THAT THE SUBJECT LOOKED UP 

AT I aND MADE SURE THAT HE SAW THE HAND GRENADE AND THEN 

COVERED THE HAND GRENADE WITH HIS HAND. 

FROM THAT TIME FORWARD. T NOTED THAT THE SUBJECT PASSED 

SEVERAL NOTES TO THE STEWARDESSES, WHO TOOK THEM TO THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE AIRCRAFT. f I piD NOT HEAR THE SUBJECT MAKE ANY 

VERBAL DEMANDS DURING THE FLIGHT. I I STATED THAT HE SAW 

b/C 

THE SUBJECT MOVE FROM HIS SEAT AFTER HE HAD HAD THE OTHER TWO 
PASSENGERS ON THAT ROW MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT TO A 
WINDOW SEAT WHERE THE SUBJECT REMAINED THRUGHTOUT THE HIJACKING. 

UPON LANDING AT THE SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT, THE STEWARDESS 
TOLD | AND THE OTHER MAN SITTING IN HIS 

THEIR SEATS AND GO TO THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT 
REMAINED SITTING IN ROW ONE NINE. 

AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS ON THE GROUND THE SUBJECT 
MADE I I ACCOMPANY ONE OF THE CREW MEMEBERS OF THE AIRPLANE 

OUT OF THE AIRCRAFT AND RETRIEVE SOME BAGGAGE AND WHAT 
APPEARED TO BE SOME PARACHUTES. SHORTLY AFTER THE BAGGAGE 
WAS BROUGHT ON BOARD THE PASSENGERS WERE TOLD TO LEAVE THE 

AIRCRAFT AND BOTH |_| AND | | LEFT THE AIRCRAFT AT 

AT TIME. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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I FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION VOLUNTARILY AFTER HAVING BEEN ADVISED OF THE PERSONAL 

b 7 ( 

AND OFFICIAL IDENTITY OF INTERVIEWING AGENT AS WELL AS AFTER HAVING 
BEEN ADVISED OF HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. 

| ADVISED THAT DURING NINETEEN SEVENTY HE WAS SERVING 
TIME FOR ESCAPE AT THE DEUEL VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE, TRACY, 

CALIFORNIA, AND ON OCTOBER SIX, SEVENTY ONE I I WALKED AWAY 

FROM THE ABOVE FACILITY. HE ADVISED THAT ON APRIL SEVEN, ~ b 7C 
SEVENTYTWO, HE WAS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING EXTRADITED FROM DENVER, 
COLORADO, BACK TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, WHERE HE WAS TO BE 
REASSIGNED TO SOME STATE OF CALIFORNIA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 

HE STATED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY P.M., APRIL 
SEVEN, SEVENTYTWO, HE, IN THE CUSTODY OF ! I 

l DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, STATE OF 

b7C 

CALIFORNIA* BOARDED A UNITED AIRPLANE IN DENVER* COLORADO* 

ENROUTE TO LOS ANGELES. HE STATED THAT HE ANd | WERE 

SEATED IN _| IN THE TOURIST SECTION OFSTHE AIRPLANE 

ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE AIRPLANE. 

HE ADVISED HE ANp l I AND A WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER 

b 7 C 

BOARDED THE AIRPLANE PRIOR TO ANY OTHER PASSENGERS COMING ON BOARD 
END PAGE FIVE 
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THE PLANE. HE STATED THAT AFTER ALL THE OTHER PASSENGERS HAD 
BOARDED THE AIRPLANE, A STEWARDESS OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS 
SYSTEM ASKED IF ANYONE WAS MISSING A MANILA ENVELOPE, AT WHICH 
TIME A MALE PASSENGER WHO WAS LOCKED IN THE RESTROOM STEPPED 
OUT OF THE RESTROOM MOMENTARILY, ADVISED THE STEWARDESS IT WAS 
HIS, AT WHICH TIME THE ENVELOPE WAS GIVEN TO HIM AND HE RETURNED 
TO THE MEN'S ROOM. (THIS INDIVIDUAL SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME THE 
HIJACKER OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED AIRPLANE). I I ADVISED AS THE t 

PLANE WAS GETTING READY TO TAKE OFF FROM THE DENVER AIRPORT A 
STEWARDESS WENT BACK TO THE RESTROOM IN ORDER TO GET THE ABOVE 
INDIVIDUAL TO COME OUT OF THE RESTROOM AND RETURN TO HIS SEAT, 
HOWEVER, THE PASSENGER WAS RELUCTANT TO COME OUT OF THR RESTROOM. 

AT THIS TIME A MALE EMPLOYEE ON THE AIRPLANE CAME BACK TO 
THE RESTROOM AND WAS SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING THE ABOVE INDIVIDUAL 
TO COME OUT OF THE BATHROOM AND TAKE HIS SEAT NEXT TO THE WINDOW 
IN ROW TWENTY ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PLANE. A SHORT TIME 
LATER THE PLANE BECAME AIRBORNE AND AT THIS PQINt I I OBSERVED 

THE HIJACKER ACTING NERVOUS AND APPEARED TO BE PLAYING WITH HIS b7C 
COAT AS IF HE MIGHT HAVE A GUN UNDERNEATH HIS COAT. 

ADVISED HE ALERTEDOF THE HIJACKER'S ACTIVITIES. 


END PAGE SIX 
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I I sTATED A SHORT TIME LATER A GREY HAIRED MAN WITH A 

MUSTACKE, BELIEVED TO BE AN AIRLINES EMPLOYEE, CAME BACK TO THE 
AREA WHERE THE HIJACKER WAS SEATED, ENGAGED THE HIJACKER IN 
CONVERSATION, AT WHICH TIME THE HIJACKER MOTIONED WITH HIS 
FINGER FOR THE GREY HAIRED MAN TO RETURN TO THE FRONT OF THE 
PLANE. 

HE STATED A SYORT TIME LATER OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
A MALE VOICE ANNOUNCED THAT DUE TO MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH 
THE HYDRALIC SYSTEM THE PLANE WOULD BE LANDING AT GRAND JUNCTION 
COLORADO. | | STATED HE CONTINUED TO OBSERVE THE HIJACKER 

WHO PERIODICALLY WOULD RING THE SERVICE BELL, AT WHICH TIME 
DIFFERENT STEWARDESSES WOULD COME BACK TO THE HIJACKER AND THE 
HIJACKER WOULD GIVE THE STEWARDESS NOTES, HE ADVISED THIS 
OCCURRED EIGHT OR TEN TIMES, HE STATED THE PILOT EVENTUALLY 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE PLANE WOULD NOT BE GOING TO LOS ANGELES AS 
SCHEDULED BUT WOULD BE GOING TO SAN FRANCISCO, 

I sTATED THAT A SHORT DISTANCE OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO 
THE PILOT ANNOUNCED THAT THE PLANE WOULD NOT BE GOING TO THE 
NORMAL UNLOADING AREA AS ALL AREAS WERE BEING UTILIZED, HE 
END PAGE SEVEN 
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ADVISED THAT THE PLANE AFTER LANDING WAS PARKED IN A POSITION 
AWAY FROM THE AIRLINE TERMINAL. HE ADVISED AT THIS TIME A 
STEWARDESS CAME BACK TO THE AREA WHERE HE AND | | WERE 

SEATED AND THE STEWARDESS REQUESTED THAT l I AS WELL AS THE 

OTHER PASSENGERS SEATED IN ROW NINETEEN MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE 
PLANE AND ALSO MADE THE REQUEST FOR A WOMAN AND A YOUNG CHILD SEATED 

DIRECTLY BEHIND HIM _ ALSO MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE PLANE. 

HE ADVISED THAT THROUGHOUT THIS ACTIVITY HE OBSERVED 
THE HIJACKER SEATED ACROSS FROM HIM HOLDING A HAND GRENADE WITH 
THE PIN REMOVED. HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM HAD 
BEEN MOVED TO THE FRONT OF THE PLANE THE HIJACKER TOOK A SEAT 
DIRECTLY BEHINE HIM IN ROW TWENTY. A SHORT TIME LATER HE HANDED 
OVER THE BA CK OF T HE SEAT A NOTE WHICH SAID "GO UP AND SEE THE 

CAPTAIN". |_| ADVISED HE WENT UP TO THE CAPTAIN OF THE 

PLANE WHERE THE CAPTAIN ADVISED HIM HE WAS THE ONE TO 
GET THE MONEY, HE ADVISED THAT A SHORT TIME LATER A STEWARDNESS 
ARRIVED AND INDICATED THE HIJACKER DESIRED FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO 
HELP HIM J \ TO GET THE MONEY. | | ADVISED HE WAS ALSO 

GIVEN A BAGGAGE CLAIM RECEIPT NUMBER SIX ONE TWO THREE THREE THREE 
SND PAGE 


END PAGE EIGHT 
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THE HIJACKER HAD REQUESTED THAT A LARGE BLUE PIECE OF LUGGAGE 
BE BROUGHT BACK ONTO THE PLANE. 


STATED HE AND AN AIRLINE 


b'ZC 


EMPLOYEE DEPARTED THE PLANE, RETRIEVED TWO BRIEFCASES, ONE 
BLACK AND ONE TAN, AND A COUPLE OF OTHER ITEMS BELIEVED TO BE 
PARACHUTES! BOARDED THE PLANE AND TOOK THE ABOVE ITEMS TO THE 
RESTROOM IN THE REAR OF THE PLANE. HE ADVISED HE AND THE AIRLINE 
EMPLOYEE RETURNED BACK OUTSIDE THE AIRPLANE, RETIEVED THE LAGRE 
BLUE PIECE OF LUGGAGE, APPROXIMATELY THREE AND ONE HALE FEET \ 

BY THREE FEET, AS WELL AS A COUPLE OF OTHER PIECES OF 
EQUIPMENT BELIEVED TO BE MORE PARACHUTES AND RETURNED BACK ON 
BOARD THE PLANE AND TOOK THESE ITEMS TO THR REAR OF THE PLANE, 

AT THIS TIME HE AND THE AIRLINE EMPLOYEE RETURNED TO THE 
CAPTAIN’S CABIN AND A FEW MINUTES LATER THE PASSENGERS ON BOARD 

WERE ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE AIRCRAFT. 


THE PLANE INCLUDING HIMSELFJ 


ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW THIS INDIVIDUAL AND DOES 


b7C 


NOT RECALL EVER HAVING SEEN THIS INDIVIDUAL AND NOTICE NO OTHER 
INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED TO BE INVLOVED IN THIS HIJACKING. 

ADVISED THE HIJACKER IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS! WM, 


THIRTYFOUR TO THIRTYFIVE YEARS, FIVE FEET EIGHT TO NINE INCHES, 
END PAGE NINE 
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HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE TO HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, MEDIUM BUILD, WEARING 
A DARK WIG WHICH CAME DOWN IN FRONT TO EYEBROW LEVEL, COWED BACK 
AROUND OVER HIS EARS, WEARING MIRROR TYPE SUNGLASSES, DARK PANTS, 
DARK COLORED JACKET, HE HAD A FAKE MUSTACHE, HAD SIDEBURNS DOWN 
TO THE MIDDLE OF THE FACE, CURVING TOWARD THE MOUTH ABOUT ONE 
INCH AND WERE SQUARED OFF, I bELIEVED HIS HAIR 

TO BE DARK BROWN, STATED HE WAS WEARING GLOVES, GOLF TYPE, BLACK 
IN COLOR, UPON ON TOP WITH A SNAP 
END PAGE TEN 





PAGE ELEVEN 
SE ISA-NEW 

FOLLOWING COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION OBTAINED FROM PASSENGERS AND CREW. 

VM, TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTYFIVE YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT TO 
TEN INCHES, HUNDRED THIRTYFIVE TO HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, DARK 
COMPLEXION, VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS SPANISH, ARAB, GREEK OR 
LEBANESE DESCENT. WEARING SMALL BANDAID LEFT SIDE OF NOSE TO JUST 
UNDER LEFT EYE, BLACK MUSTACKE, DESCRIBED AS THIN TO WIDE 
BUSHY, CURLED ON ENDS. SEVERAL WITNESSES DESCRIBE GOATEE, THIN 
WITH SQUARE SIDES, SHORT LENGTH, WEARING JET BLACK OR DARK 
BROWN WIG, CURLY OR WIRY, NOT PARTED, COMING DOWN ON FOREHEAD, 

STRAIGHT ACROSS JUST ABOVE EYEBROWS, COLLAR LENGTH IN BACK 

COMBED OVER THE EARS COVERING REAL HAIR DESCRIBED AS LIGHT BROWN 

WITH MEDIUM SIDEBURNS TO THE MIDDLE OF THE EAR. WIG DESCRIBED 

AS HAVING LONG SIDEBURNS TO BELOW THE EARLOBE, WEARING BLACK 

LEATHER GLOVES WITH HOLE IN TOP OF EACH GLOVE FASTENED 

WITH SNAP LIKE GLOF GLOVES, WITH THICK BLACK HAIR ON BACK OF 

HANDS, ALSO SEEN WITHOUT GLOVES AND DESCRIBED AS HAVING THICK FINGERS* 

WEARING SUNGLASSES, POSSIBLY TWO DIFFERENT PAIRS, ONE 
PAIR DESCRIBED AS ROUND MOD STYLE WITH MIRROR LENSES AND GOLD 
END PAGE ELEVEN 
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RIMS, AND OTHER PAIR DESCRIBED AS DARK RIMS WITH DARK LENSES. 
GREY-BLUE EYES. WEARING SILVER OR CHROME WRISTWATCH, LARGE 
ROUND TYPE WITH CONSIDERABLE ART WORK OR NUI*ERS ON FACE OF 
WATCH, EXPANDABLE BAND WITH U-SHAPE LINKS WORN ON LEFT WRIST. 

CLOTHING DESCRIBED VARIOUSLY AS GREY BUSINESS SUIT OR DARK 
BLUE BUSINESS SUIT WITH STRIPES AND ALSO AS GREY OR BLUE HEAVY 
MATERIAL, POSSIBLY FLANNEL SPORT COAT WITH RED SPOTS OR STRIPES 
OR YELLOW PINSTRIPES. ALSO REPORTED AT TIMES TO BE CARRYING 
HEAVY BLUE OVERCOAT, WEARING YELLOW SHIRT WITH ALTERNATING 

STRIPES AND TOWS OF BLUE-GREEN FLOWERS WITH POINTED TAB 
COLLAR, AND ALSO DESCRIBED AS DARK BLUE FLOWERED. 

NECKTIE DESCRIBED AS WIDE AND DARK AND REPORTED AS LIGHT 
BLUE OR GREY. WITNESSES WHO DESCRIBED ATTIRE AS SPORT COAT STATE 
TROUSERS WERE EITHER DARK OR GREY WITH RED STRIPES, SHOES 
DESCRIBED AS BUSTER BROWN WITH BLUE PATENT LEATHER FRONT AND 
BLACK, SOUARES TOES AND GREY SUEDE SIDES. 

FACE DESCRIBED AS NARROW,THIN,LONG , OVAL. RIGHT-HANDED. 
VOICE DESCRIBED AS MEDIUM PITCH, NO ACCENT. CARRIED LARGE GUN IN 
A HOLSTER, DESCRIBED AS BEING EITHER LUGER OR FORTYFIVE CALIBER 
TYPE AUTOMATICE WITH LONG, PSOOIBLE SIX INCH BARREL, GUN METAL 
BLUE OR FLAT BLACK COLOR. 




END KKKKX 









NR 00! SU PLAIN 
7135AM PM URGENT 4/8/72 ACJ 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
BUTTE 
DENVER 
LAS VEGAS 
LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM SAC, SALT LAKE CITY C!«4-3G> <5> 

UNSUBf AKA I I UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN SEVENTYTWO, CAA-HIJACKING. b7c 
001SALT LAKE CITY, 

RE DENVER TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT AND SALT 
LAKE CITY TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU, APRIL SEVEN AND EIGHT, 

UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE REPORTED TO SALT LAKE FA A 
CENTER DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO EIGHT FORTY-TWO PM, APRIL SEVEN, 
ENROUTE TWOARD COALDALE, NEVADA, MARKER, ARRIVING AT NINE 
FIFTEEN PM, ARRIVED AT NEXT MARKER, TONOPAH, NEVADA, NINE 
TWENTY-FOUR PM, AND WILSON CREEK NEVADA, IS NEXT MARKER, 
APPROXIMATELY TWENTY-TWO MILES WEST OF WILSON CREEK MARKER, 

AT THIRTY-EIGHT DEGREES TWELVE MINUTES NORTH, ONE-HUNDRED 
FIFTEEN DEGREES, SEVEN MINUTES WEST, PILOT BELIEVED PARACHUTE 
BEEPERS ACTIVATED, SUGGESTING HIJACKER 
CHASE PLANE UNABLE TO CONFIRM, 


LEFT AIRCRAFT BUT 


u. 


r AIRCRA 


searched] 

flOttuoa 


At I C -^t O I 


737 

FBI—US 





END PAGE ONE 
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FLIGHT CONTINUED EAST AT FOURTEEN-THOUSAND FEET AT SPEED OF 
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY KNOTS AND NO ATTEMPT MADE TO CHECK 
CABIN SPACE WHERE HIJACKER BELIEVED TO BE. FLIGHT CONTINUED 
EASTERLY TO MILFORD, UTAH, MARKER, AND CONTINUED TOWARD 
HANKSVILLE, UTAHBN MARKER. COURSE CHANGED AT TEN FOURTY PM ' 
OVER MARYSVALE, UTAH, TOWARD FAIRFIELD, UTAH MARKER, NEAR 
PROVO, UTAH. AT DISTANCE NINE MILES SOUTH OF PROVO, FLIGHT 
REQUESTED COURSE CHANGE THROUGH PRICE, UTAH, MARKER TO GRAND 
JUNCTION, COLORADO, MARKER. COURSE CHANGED AND PILOT BELIEVED 
HIJACKER PARACHUTED FROM PLANE ON ONE HUNDRED DEGREE RADIAL AT 
EIGHT TO TEN MILES FROM FAIRFIELD MARKER. PILOT CHECKED AIR¬ 
CRAFT AND DETERMINED UNKNOWN SUBJECT NOT ON BOARD. FLIGHT 
LANDED AT SALT LAKE CITY. 

RADAR AT SALT LAKE AIRPORT AND FAA INDICATED UNKNOWN 
SUBJECT DEPARTEDSAIRPLANE IN IMMEDIATE PROXIMITY OF PROVO, UTAH, 
AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN TWELVE PM. SEARCH IMMEDIATELY BEGUN 
BY PREVIOUSLY ALERTED AGENTS WITH POLICE AGENCIES ARRIVING 
IN LIMITED FORCE APPROXIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES 

LATER AS AVAILABLE LIMITED FORCE HAD BEEN ENGAGED ON OTHER DUTY 
AT PRECISE TIME OF JUMP. COORDINATED SEARCH BEGUN ABOUT ELEVEN 
FORTY PM ROADBLOCKS ESTABLISHED AND FOOT SEARCHES COMMENCED 
AS WELL AS SUPPLEMENTAL LIMITED SEARCHES WITH 


END PAGE TWO 





SU I64-3S 


PAGE THREE 

HELICOPTORS FROM TWELVE MIDNIGHT ON WITH FLARES BEING 
DROPPED IN VICINITY. UTAH LAKE SITUATED WEST OF PROVO. AREA 
SOUTHWEST OF AIRPORT SWAMPY. PROVO RIVER ON NORTH SIDE 
OF CITY AND FULL AND DEEP AT THIS TIME. OVER TWO HUNDRED 
OFFICERS AND EIGHT DEPARTMENTS, DIRECTED BY FBI, BEING 
UTILIZED IN SEARCH EFFORTS. MAJOR SEARCH EFFORT COMMENCING 
PRIOR TO DAWN THIS DATE. 

AT SALT LAKE AIRPORT HIJACKED AIRCRAFT SEARCHED BY BOW 
EXPERTS AND NONE FOUND. NO WEAPONS LOCATED AND FINGERPRINTS 
OF QUESTIONABLE VALUE AS UNKNOWN SUBJECT WORE GLOVES. 

MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL OBTAINED DURING SEARCH, THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF WHICH IS UNKNOWN. STEWARDESS RETAINED ONE NOTE PASSED TO 
CREW BY UNKNOWN SUBJECT, HOWEVER OTHER NOTES UTILIZED BY UNKNOWN 
SUBJECT RETURNED TO HIM AT HIS INSISTENCE. RECOVERED NOTE ON SMALL 
YELLOW MEMO-TYPE TABLET PAPER AND READS' "EVERYBODY OFF NOW 
EXCEPT STEWARDESSES. THEY STAY PUT, GET THE HELL OFF THE GD. 

BE QUICK ABOUT IT — USE THISSRUNWAY."' TWO PRE-TYPED FLIGHT 
PLANS OF FOUR GIVEN CREW RECOVERED. AFTER SEARCH AIRCRAFT 
SECURED BY UAL OFFICIALS. 

FLIGHT CREW CONSISTING OF | 

I I b7 


u 


END PAGE THREE 









STEWARDESSl_I and stewardess P I 

EMPLOYEES OF UAL AND STATIONED LOS ANGELES. CREW INTERVIEWED 
AT SALT LAKE AND FURNISHED FOLLOWING COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION! 

WHITE! MALE! AMERICAN! AGE TWENTY-SEVEN TO THIRTY YEARS! 

FIVE FEET FIVE TO FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES! ONE HUNDRED FOURTY-FIVE 
TO ONE HUNDRED FIFTY POUNDS! WEARING FALSE BLACK MOUSTACHE 
AND DARK BROWN OR BLACK WIG! HAIR POSSIBLY BLACK AND CURLY UNDER 
WIG! EYES GRAY-BLUE! WEARING MIRROR SUN-GLASSES! BLACK, BUSHY, 
HEAVY EYEBROWS! POSSIBLY THIN LIPS AND SMALL MOUTH! SLENDER 
BUILD BUT WITH HEAVY LEGS| SLIGHTLY PITTED CHEEKS! DARK 
COMPLEXION,NORMAL OR SLIGHTLY HIGH PITCHED VOICE! SEEMED COCKY! 

AND DESCRIBED AS KNOWLEDGEABLE CONCERNING AIRCRAFT AND PARACHUTING 
BELIEVED TO HAVE CHANGED CLOTHING AND JUfPED IN MILITARY-TYPE 
JUMP SUIT, WITH BLACK HARD-TYPE HAT. UNSUB BELIEVED TO HAVE 
HAD HAND GRENADE AND AUTOMATIC OR REVOLVER OF DARK COLOR. 

SEARCH CONTINUING. EVIDENCE BEING PREPARED FOR SUBMISSION 
TO FBI LABORATORY. LEADS BEING SET OUT BY OTHER COMMUNICATIONS. 
END PAGE FOUR 
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BUREAU BEING KEPT CURRENTLY ADVISED. PRESS INQUIRIES BEING 
ANSWERED. UAL OFFICIALS MADE CREW AVAILABLE FOR PRESS INQUIRY 
BUT INSTRUCTED THAT THEIR ANSWERS BE GENERAL IN NATURE. NO 
ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL BEING REQUESTED PENDING RESULT OF > 

SEARCH UNDERWAY. 

SUBJECT CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END. 
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f ,!D ms sf plain 

]: 26 RM URGENT 4/8/72 ,v1 A H 


TO:' DENVER 


SALT LAKE CITY 


LAG VEGAS 


FROM: can FRANCISCO C!64-NF>') 2P 


UNSUP , A/A 



UNITED AIR LI NFS LI IP HT r TO HT FIVE FIVE, 


DENVF° TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SE ,f FN, LAST. CAA - HIJACKING. 
00: DENVER* 


D F SF TFL CALL TO SALT LAKF CITY A HP SALT LAKE CITY TFL CALL TODAY, 
/C | | DP A STFPFNS PARA -LOFT, POST OFFICE POX 

T u 0 FIVF FIVE THREE, RUILDING SEVEN T w 0 S r VEN, OAKLAND AIRPORT, 
OAKLAND, CALIF., PACKED AND PROVIDED FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT. IN CAT10NED 
MATTER; ' , 

T ,T 0 MAIN PACK PACKS, FACH CONSISTING OF TWENTY FIGHT TOOD SPORT 
CHUTE, ’'HITE, 0* ALTERNATING vKITF/ORANGE PANELS. l' 

EACH MAIN CANOPY PACKED IN NYLON CLEEVE EIGHTEEN BY TWENTY INCHES, 
FOURTEEN FEET uIDE. SLEFVES NORMALLY BRIGHT COLOR, SUCH AS ORANGE. 


COLOR OF SLEEVES PROWIPFD UNKNOWN. 
END PAGE ONE 
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attached to sleeve if pilot CHUTE, APP p OXIM aTELY TOTY TFO. •. 
INCHES IN DIAMETER "HEN FULLY- I DELATED» NO? M ALLY "HITE IN COLOR. 

ON- PILOT CHUTE PROVIDED, POSSIBLY PINK.IN COLOP. ALSO PPO'MDED 
* E pr T ,,o DESERVE SHEET PACKS, T"CNTY FOUR FOOT, FOTH IN COLOR. 

ONE DESFPVF (CHEST) PACT, BRAND NAME PIONEER, SERIAL NUffiER ONE 
SEVEN ONE STAMPED IN- INDELIBLE INK LOCATED BETWEEN SUSPENSION LINES 
ON- AND TWENTY FOUP. SECOND D ESERVE PACK, -RANK YAM S' ITLI. , 

SFRIAl' NUMBER one ZERO SEVEN T"0 SEVEN, LOCATED as ABOVE. IN 

M TTMFTPRS. MOUNTED ON VELCRO WRIST MOUNTS, 
ADDITION, T'-'O NORTH STAR ALT I iwi • 

urpp PROVIDED, 


] of POINIOU, IN VIE" OF UNFIT ’ S SPECIFIC PEOPEST, UNSUB 


BELIEVED TO PE EXPERIENCED PARACHUTE JUMPER. 

RPR • 

MRF FPI LV 


j- 


: / 


. ./ 

\ 


HOLD PLS FOR ONE MESS 
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Transmit the following in 

rrr-pT 

Via_ —i .L>^ j. , 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR 

DENVER 

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM: LAS VEGAS (164-72) 


b7C 


UNSUB, AKA[ 


] UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 


DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, LAST. CAA - HIJACKING. 

RE LAS VEGAS TEL APRIL SEVEN LAST. 

EXTENSIVE GROUND AND AIR SEARCH IN VICINITY OF ADAVEN, 
NEVADA, RESULTED IN LOCATION OF CHEST PACK PARACHUTE, WHITE. 
CHUTE LOCATED AT THIRTYSIGHT DEGREES, THIRTEEN MINUTES NORTH AND 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN DEGREES TWENTYONE MINUTES WEST. 

NO INDICATION ANYTHING ATTACHED TO CHUTE AT ANY TIME AND 
SHROUD LINES NOT COMPLETELY WITHDRAWN FROM PACK. NO BEEPER 
ATTACHED OR LOCATED. ADDITIONAL SEARCH IN VICINITY DISCLOSED 
NO OTHER PARACHUTE. 

CHUTE DESCRIBED FURTHER. AS SECOND RESERVE PACK, BRAND NAME 
SWITLIK, SERIAL NO. ONE ZERO SEVEN TWO SEVEN. 

1 - Las Vegas )i%_ A * * (SEARCHED......... 

MCD:eab Mi A/ psS yoh fn sco./ypfti 

-^ 3 " OT -~~ 


Approved: 


z: 


5P 


Sent 


3 : 3d 

P/i 


i Special Agent in Charge 
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Via_ 
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SAN FRANCISCO FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED 
CONCERNING LOCATION OF OTHER CHUTE. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: t#7l -413-138 








FEDERAL bureau OF INVESTiGaTIQM 


April 8, 1972 

put* of mntcfipKfn , , . -- --- 


[ 


1 


b7C 


infore*tion: 


Foster City, California* furnished the following 


b7C 


Stated that he w&i the U» S* 

Coast Guard pilot who piloted the Coast Guard C-I50 chase plane 
which followed the United Air Lines (UAL) 727 which. was 
hijacked* I I advised he is statloi&dst the 

U. $* Coast Guard Air Station* San Francisco international 
Airport* 

I 1 advised that once the hijacked 

UAL plana was off the ground* the initial part of his sission 
to follow the hijacked plane went very swaothiy* He stated 
that the **first hit of - agciirred s s sixes west of 

Wilson Creek* Nevada* I Ifumished the following 


latitude and longitude bearings: latit iuis — 10 a iautea —. 

north, longitude 115** 2% oicutes west* |_ I 

advised that at this tise the UAL hijacked plsnat was flying 
at 14,000 feet and araintaining speed of lag ground speed* 

or I10 knots air speed* He advised that si tfeo iatituds and 
longitude given* he and his co-pilot- heard what they thought 
to be two hoppers. He advised that it was his opinion that 
there were two hoppers beca use of the unusual echo effect that 
he md his co-pilot heard* I I ndvised th at, his 

co-pilot on this flight was I L who 

he stated is also assigned to the U* S. Coast Guard Air 
Station* San Francisco International Airport. 


b' 


I I advised that wheri the hoppers 

were first heard, he iaaeJIately contacted the UAL hijacked, 
plane by r adio and asked if t hey wished f or hisi to illusisate 
the area. 1|stated that tfe* UAL Captain aboard 
the hijacked plane requestea this not be done as he was afraid b’/c 
that even if the hijacker had jumped fro® the plane, that he 
sight have the necessary apparatus on his person to still 
ignite a h p»b which he sight, have left aboard the hijacked 
aircraft* | |advi5g?d that the U. S* Air Force 


sa| 


^ roster ttty. 


Kktth b7c 
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C-130 which was following his aid at very quids cheek of the 
&?@a where- the ^p^efa were- heard, hut was smafele to- wait#; • 
any visual coat vet* 

I stated the Ts>5si«d§jr of the flight 
vent very suothly until they were amsras.fgsr to tea 
alien South by Southeast: frow Prove, Utah* I I - 

advised tost st this tilt? the Cept&in aboard the UAL hijacked 
plane advised ht t hought fee felt- V feusp* indicating to 

thit pcssihly the hijacker hm.d jumped* 

| stated that they ittasdid-t&ly fey radio • ' ,: 1 

notified their radio operations of rfie locatlai: and g?* trained 
contact with the UAL hijacked plmae, I I 

advised that fra* his position* he was unable. to bm any 
visual contact with thi Jliisck^r if fee had jusped* as &II th« 
lights, is. the rear part of the hijacked aircraft had bean 
turned off fey the hijacker* 

tha .t it Was his OplsiOff 

that the hijacker had §o*te expeyieace in aviation* He qualified 
this statement fey spying that the hijacker was experienced 
is certain areas ot aviation, but w as totally unexperienced- 
in other areas. I I advised that an example 

of this was that the skyjacker was tracking the position of 
the UAL hijacked pi sue fey basing his calculations on the fact 
that fee was having the h ijacked al&fie maint ain a speed of 
X80 knots ground sp&ad* I ~ I advised that this , 7 , 

ms&nt that the hijacked UAL nlvsn* . had to taftlntaitt- m air speed 
of 110 knots* I I stated thtt the critical 

speed for the UAL hijacked 727 is 140 knots air speed, but 
the Csptais advised that the hijacker was owtres&ly lucky ia 
that west of. the time on the flight they being pushed 

aloag fey a SO- knot tailwind, and it was for this reason that, 
the UAL 727 was ab- le to sget the tr ? ed fic.fetlftn.s on speed 
without stalling* I I adwiaed that without th* 

tailwind, it would amvo been ispesaahla fur th« UAL plane 
to operate as the hijacker requested. 

I ladvi^ed that it was also-- his opinion 

the hijacker was sosowtart knowledgeable shout paraebtates* 

Be said he has ad this opinion sn the fact that the hijacker b7C 
requested sport chut@§ rather than any rogulsr fvtrdl of p & rschut^. 
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I l ^tstid that fhi$ wts iiportist i&sisucb 

as a spD^-t dbui€ could he steered by the individual wearing 
it #nd would givi* the iR.d.iyidual a. a rett deal of control *S 
^ to landing $?ea 7 I I advised that at the 

altitude ihfty flying, approximately 17„SSQ feet, it we* 

such # clear sight that thav could sag gro und definition 
with ns lights all* I | explained this me 

that they could tail at the altitude mentioned if they 
wer* flying ever' souataius, level ground s ^eisi-hilly ground, etc* 

I I advised that at the location where 

the hijacker actually jumped fre m the plane, his impact area 
would hm fiimrnx**aa t e 1 y hili-v$r bitv^ two sam 11 airports* 

I I advised a* obtained this information fro* 

looking at his sap in his aircrafts He stated that his map 
! indicated that there was a small airport approximately ten 

si las north £fom where the impact area would have been, mod that 
there was another small airport approximat six tea miles south 
of where the impact ares would h&ve been. I I 

further grated that another factor he considered wan that 
approximately four or five miles to the west of the impact 
ares there was a lake which could have been to some benefit 
to the hijacker* 

I I further stated that he considered 

it to bo of prime importance that the hijacker asked for a 
wrist altimeter' rather than an alr.immitmr which is attached 
directly to the parachute, I I explained this 

by saying that if your altimeter was attached to' your parachute . 
b7c aad you were attempting to steer your parachute to a gives 
location for inpact* you would have a very difficult time 
observing it* wherei p if it were on yo ur wrist* it would be 
quite ensy to se». I I stated that * also, 

it should be mentioned that most wrist altimeters, in fact 
99 p%r cent of all wrist altimeters, have luminous dials so 
. that the hijacker would be able to read hi 5 altimeter in 
the middle of the- night* 

I stated that from the actions of 

the hijacker and iron the type of equipment mad the general 
ope rat loss of the hi j acker* he would not be surprised if the 
hijacker had a private or commercial license. He stated that 


b7C 
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this licease would probably be far piloting a small one engine 
aircraft or a small two engine aircraft. He stated he based 
this opinion on the fact that the hijacker* a§ mentioned 
earlier* had bees able to check his location by baling his 
b/c ntfi|stiM oa i speed of 110 sir knots«. I I 

advised that this is fairly close to the speed of the small 
case eagiae or two engine airplanes that he ae&rioasd earlier* 
l l also advised that it was his opinion that 

the hijacker had some experience with skydiving* He stated 
he based this opinion on the type of equipment that the skyjacker 
explicitly asked, for. 

I I advised that if he thought of 

may further inf ararat ion* he would contact the at one*. 
jrj7Q He advised that bo could be reached either at the 11 , S, 

Coast Guard Air Station* or at his residence in £ s t y» 

California. He advised ixis hone phone number is I 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


RAC (164-72) 
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UNRUB: AKA I I. UAL 8 U 5 

CAA-HXJACKING 


date: 


V-8-7? 


At 3:39PM this date Duty Agent T I SF, 

caller) to advise that in an interview of the commander of 
the Coast Guard C130 chase plane 1 ) Cdr. Schmitt, stated th* t 
they received a strong beeper signal about 55 miles west of 
Wilson Creek, Nev. which was n unusual effect, and hh feels 
that the hijacker may have thrown two beepers out of the plane 
at Longitude 115 ° 25 " N, Latitude 38 0 10 Min, N, flaying at 
lt-000 feet, l80 knots ground spped* 

SF was requesting a ground search for the beepers* 
Their attention w s sailed to Las Vegas teletype this date 
indicating finding of parachute at approximately same location 
cited above c SF paid a teletype would follow. 
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Ct t p }" A T fj 

9: 13PM URGENT 4/3/7°. LSD ' 

TO: DIRECTO*, FPI 
LAS VEG A S 
LOS ftf l G^L p S 
S,A N FP A N CIS CO 
SEATTLE 

FROM* SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (1S4-3G) * sp 

b7C 

UNSUP 9 aval I UNITED AIRLINES FLIGK T SO. EIGHT FIVE 

FIVE, DENVER , COLOFA.rO, TO LOS A PC EL E S, CAL T FOP PI a , AP°IL SEVEN 

SFVRpTYT !r O , CAA DASH HIJACKING . 00: SfJ. 

’ . * / 

* s 

r A srp OH INFORMATION FURNISHED PY AI T'L T HF AND FAA OFFICIALS 
REGARDING PPOPAPLF DPOP SITF OF HIJACKER AT PROVO, UTAH, AIRPORT, 
SALT LAKF CITY COORDINATED PASSIVE AIP AND LAND S r AHCH THROUGHOUT 
NIGHT U T TH ASST STA NCF OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT ESING FLARES A HP PDA!) 
FLOCKS CHFCKJ.HO ALL TRAFFIC DEPARTING PROvn aPFA. 

AT FIRST LIGHT OF D A ,,T M SALT LAKE CITY' INTENSIFIED AT 17 , LAND 
AND "ATFP SEARCH OVER LOGICAL AIRWAYS-IN ^PEST 10 r THROUGHOUT VALLEY 
AND LAKE A PEAS ”ITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. EFFORTS INCLUDED ASSISTANCE 
OF STATE, FEDERAL AND LOCAL OFFICIALS UTILIZING FIVE HFLIOCOPTERS 
AND T^O AIRPLANES. . - 

ADDITIONAL EFFORTS DIRECTED TO CHECKING HOSPITALS, TRANSPORTA¬ 
TION OUTLETS , APPROPRIATE NEIGHBORHOODS ft ND CAMPEpS NT It 171 NO r 

FACILITIES SURROUNDING’ LAKE. O^LY'^F A CHUTES LOCATED USED PREVIOUS 











IGF. . T^O 



SU 1^4-36 


WIGHT If’ FLARE LIGHT I MG. EXE^CIS^c. 

ASSOCIATE OF RICHARD F, MC HOY, JP. 1 ADVTSED THAT M F COY FIT 
DESCRIPTION OF HNSl.fR- 'AND HI S • r HEPEAPOUT,S ON NIGHT OF HI JACK I MG 
t.rrpir UNKNOWN, NOTFD MC COY HAD DISCUSSED HIJACKING INCIDENTS r -’ITH 
HIM ON PREVIOUS OCCASION. 

MC COY LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED AND DETERMINED TO FIT GENERAL 
DESCRIPTION AND. IS "MALI FI^D JUMPER, DEMOLITION EXPERT *NP PILOT. 
MC COY DENIES IMPLICATION IN INCIDENT AND STATES T7H "TFE FO^ 
DINNER AND PETD n NED HO r/,r ,? ITH HER D FTMFFN r LV r N Af m r ] "VEN 7 J?toty 
PM ON DATE OF HIJACKING. 
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ALSO INTERVIE U ED AND DENIED 


KNOWLEDGE OR IMPLICATION FY HEPSELF OR K"S R AND TN HIJACKING 
SITUATION AND INDICATED SHF HAD P.EEN ^ f ITH HIM ON NIGHT OP HIJACKING♦ 
MC COY HAS SE D IOMS LIMp AND CLAIMED POLLED LIGIME+’T IN SKIING 
ACCIDENT T^O '-’SEES PPEVIOHS AND L^G PLACED IN CAST PY PRIG HA™ YOUNG 
UNIVERSITY HEALTH AUTHORITY, PROVO, UTAH, L r G EXAMINED AND DETER - 
MINED TO PF RADLY SWOLLEN, HO^E^ER, CAST HAD PEFN RE M 0 ,, ED • PERSONNEL 
ARMY OPERATIONS CENTER ADVISED MC' COY HAD ACCIDENT AND HAD SEEN 
LIMPING FOP SOME TIME. MC COY FURNISHED LIMITED AMOUNT OF 
eThKp/GE T”0 j 


AT 





THREE 
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HANDWRITING WHICH IS BEING FURNISHED TO P!'^/'!' AND CONSENTED TO 
SEARCH OF Al 1 TOflOP ILF AND CONSENTED TO.'PEImo PHOTOGRAPHED WHICH 

i t 

PHOTOS FORWARDED TO LOS ANGELES FOR EXHIBITION TO AIRPLANE CPE U . 

• flC COY DECLINED ON SEARCH OF RESIDENCE AND ON SPECIFICS OF 
ACTIVITIES STATING IT ’LAS AN INVASION OF PRIVACY.. CLAIMS TO PE 


LAW ENFORCEMENT STUDENT UNDER FO ^ME D AGENT 
PRIOR A M YO If MG l f MI VE R S I T Y. 


b7C 


INTERVI^-’ED AND COI'LD FM^MISm 



NO INFORMATION IMPLICATING MC COY. ♦ NO PPESS information GIVEN 
CONCERNING MC COY BY BUREAU. 

RESULTS OF CRIME SCENE SEARCH ABOARD NETTED AIRLINES FLIGHT 
EIGHT FIVE F f VE FURNI SHED FPI LAP THIS DATE PY AIRLINE COURT™. 

COMMANDER NTAH AIR NATIONAL GNARD, STATES NO AIRCRAFT UNDER 
HIS JNRISDICTION TM THE MORONI A d EA. ON NIGHT OF APRIL SEVEN. 
HELICOPTER SPOTED IN THIS VICINITY DURING EVENING HONRS, HO"EVE°, 

TO DATE CRAFT NOT LOCATED AND NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DEFINITELY 
CONNECT THIS "ITH HIJACKING. 

OFFICIALS UTAH AIR. NATIONAL GUARD Tt HO ARE BOTH PILOTS AND 
.JUMPERS OF OPINION JUMP DID NOT NECESSARILY'OCCUR AT PRECISE TIME 
END PAGE THREE ' ' ' 
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BELIEVED BY PILOT OF HIJACKED AIRCRAFT BUT COULD' HA V r ' OCCURRED' 

AT THAT OP SURSEOUENT ,TIME RPIOR TO SEARCH’ OF AIRCRAFT ny C cru 
U HILE AIPCPAFT IN THE AIR* 

AFTEp LEAVING SALT LAKE OFFIOF AFTER INTEEVTRM mp rQV 
PLACED .UPPER SUPv^TLLANCE; HOWEVER , NOTHING P r RTI NRMT timir FAR 

HUE INTENSE INTEREST THIS CASE, VFMS Mehta VARIOUS PARTS 
COUNTRY PRESENT SINCE EA°LY STASES, HA HE HOUNDED OFFICERS AND FP T 
PEP SON NFL ON SCENE . ' FBI STATEMENT LIMITED TO THE OBVIOUS, NAMELY, 
YATTE^ UNDER INVESTIGATION, SEARCH OF LOS I CAL AREAS RET No CONDUCTED ’ 
AND LEADS PEING ’ ’O P FED OUT • HAVE NOT A VP LIFTED ON ST AT p'^ENT a) THOUGH 
M ANY REQUESTS TO DO SO, NUMEROUS STATEMENTS, *TT D IPVT r P LA m FMeWs^- 
MENT OFFICERS, FPT, EH I pH A r E MOSTLY SPECULATION ON PAR? NEWS nrniA; 
HONE MADE PY FP I RE^SOMNFL. . SEVERAL RELIEVED COME FROM urmr ^pta 
MONITORING FA A. AIR TRAFFIC SINCE THEY REPORTED ROUTE OF HIJACK™ 

PLANE Of! Fa a AI PUA YS. 

BASED ON ANTICIPATED ’ INVESTIGATIVE work EORTHCOM T NS Two ur^V" 
R- 6LT WKF PP«H'5STI«3 ASS IP f’MFKT OF EIGHT. APFI'TF p»o!*i' OTHER 0 FFICF<? 
PFSIGNATFP U Y BUREAU PASFD Of BUREAU* S KUO’-tFUGE «.. 0 Rv L PAU. 

FND PASS FOUR 



AG r FI VF 
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LFADS ; 

P " PFAI ' R^PESTED APPROVE COnr ,, 0 pn "S.^LJ'K" FOP FSE THIf j 
CASS * INDICFS ADVISE ALL OFFICE IF ,«n« 0 vrn. 

P " PF «" IS pl7 0|!FSTED TO FURNISH Am STS COMCmiOM PFIMF 
PR p P«PED to all OFFICES mith LEAPS TO SKO' 1 TO PARACHUTE OLO D S , 
MILITAPY AIR RESERVE UNITS A PD NATIONAL SCARP UNITS. 

FPI LAP PEniJESTEP FUPDISH PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES OF EVIDENCE 
Sl!PM’ITTFp TO THE'BUREAU PY SPECIAL COURIER 0?! APRIL ET^Hf IHSTAH 
- LAS VEfiflS. ADVISE CI'MPFR OF cjft'TEs' RECOUPED xpyv 
AMD MODEL OF RADIO TRANSMITTER SO DISPOSITION OF ALL CHCTES 
CMSIR CAM PE- ASCERTAINED AMD SOUPCE OF-RADIO nFTER M If'FD. 

SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS TO DETERMINE VHETKER OP MOT T'-'FSE 
RADIOS MIGHT BE TRACED TO PARTICULAR PERSON.. 

SAM FRANCISCO. OBTAIN RANSOM LIST OF KNOi-'M SERIAL NU!*BF°FD 
BILLS GIVEN TO HIJACKER OF UNITED AI D LI NFS FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FI ve 
APRIL SEVEN LAST AT SAN FRANCISCO, AND FURNISH BUREAU FOR 
DISTRIBUTION TO OTHER OFFICES. .ASCERTAIN D.FROARDING PR o\ 

HIJACKED AIRCRAFT in SAN FRANCISCO IN'EFFORT TO FURTHER n 
INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE ALIAS OF HIJACKER 
FATHER THAN 


[EDPRES C 
VELOP 


b7 


END PAGE FIVE 




SETTLE 


' ’ SsflTTLE » PEVIF'-' NOTIAX FILE FOP SUSPECTS IT HAS UNDER 

INVESTIGATION 0 p ELI MI NATEP FOR COMPARISON "ITK DESCRIPTION THIS 

CASE. • . 

salt lake city, at ocden, utah. identify | T '^ 

TELEPHONE THREE NIUE FOUR PASH FOU° FIVE Six THERE, „,. 0 DFPAPTEn 

SALT L.Avr APRIL SEVEN LAST OH UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT FOi'P SIX 

TO 

CONTACT HILL AFP, OGDEN, a.IR RESCUE Sni'AP TO DFTFRWE IF 
THIS GROUP RAY Ha ve HA n A 'HFLICOPTJW IN FOUNTAIN GREEN, UTAH, ftPr, 
/)N. AP P IL TH D EE AND SFVRN, 

AT OGDEN, PROVO, A fl r> SALT LAKE. CHECK AGENCIES "I'ICH PENT 
HELICOPTERS FOR RENTAL OF AI°C p AFT ON A,P°IL THREE A ND seven, 

AT SALT LA.EE CITY. VRPIFY SKIING ACOXPEUT OF-SUSPECT *C COY 
AT PYU HEALTH CENTER, AND DETERMINF NATURE ACT DEGREE 0 E INJURY. 

WANT I , J’TAK* P.K I VI F rt PFTF 00fff-TY <?jrr°T 

G p A.NT LA°SON TO CLARIFY REPORTED SITING OF SMALL HELICOPTER jm 
FOUPTAIN GREEN A p EA ON ^PRIL THRRs flm SEVEN LAST. ASCERTAIN 
IDENTITIES OF PERSONS SITING HELICOPTER AND INTEPVIF'.'. 

: ENP PACF fix . 
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P^'IHU RECORDS of tape of recorded information IF SOCK TR 
MAINTAINED RY FA A TRAFFIC .ROUTE CO NTROLLE D FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF 

; parioed transmission on hijacked aircraft so directions and tt^es 

PF-TINENT TO THE -HI JACKI NO CAN PE CHECKER TO FURTHER PINPOINT 
AREA SUPJECT JUMPED. 

CONTACT FA.A AND REVIEW PILOT LICENSES IN STATE OF' UTAH 
NOT T PC SUP JeCT APPEARS TO HAVE HAD PILOT TRAINING. CONSIDER TUTS 
INVESTIGATION FOR OTHR° OFFICES AT LATEP ttme. 

INTf.RVIE" MFMPERS OF ALTA JUMP CLUP FOP INFORMATION AS TO 
POSSJRLE SUSPECTS. v 

00 — niSCREPANCTES IV SUSPECT MC COY’S STATEMENTS. stvqf 
MC COY PELIEVFD NOT TO 0 ,T N HIS Oufl CHUTE, ASCERTAIN TF UTAH 

■NATIONAL GUARD OR OTHER INSTALLATIONS "HQ SUPPLY CHUTES, HAVE A 
SHORT/**??:. . 

; PST TOLL CALL ”FCO»D OF MC COY'S TFLFPHOf'F pc fif ,y CALLS mjf 
TO DENVER ON PERTINENT DATES. ‘ 

end page seven 
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NR 001 SF PLAIN 
5103 AM URGENT 4/9/72 FCO 
TOt DIRECTOR 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

LOS ANGELES 
SACRAMENTO 
DENVER (164-120) 

LAS VEGAS (164-72) 

FROM! SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW) IP 

UNSUB) UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL 
SEVEN, LAST, CAA - HIJACKING 00! SU. 


ON APRIL NINE INSTANT, A PHOTOGRAPH OF A RICHARD F. MC COY, 
JR., ALONG WITH SIX OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS WERE DISPLAYED TO SAN QUENTIN 
PRISONER, ! | bY SA 

AT WHICH TIME ! ~l IDENTIFIED MC COY AS THE HIJACKER OF b7C 

CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT. | | STATED THAT MC COY WAS DEFINITELY 

THE HIJACKER, HOWEVER, AT THE TIME THE HIJACKING TOOK PLACE | 

STATED THAT MCCOY WAS WEARING A WIG. 

ADMINISTRATIVE! 


SF PRESENTLY DISPLAYING PHOTOGRAPH OF MC COY AND SIMILAR 


PHOTOGRAPHS TO CALIF., PENAL SYSTEM GUARD 
TO VERIFY IDENTIFICATION OF HIJACKER. 


IN ATTEMPT 

b7C 


SF WILL KEEP BUREAU AND OTHER INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED. 


UNSUB | CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY Di 


:rous. 


RHJ FBI LAS VEGAS 
TU AND CLR 








91972 

m-u&mab. 
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7 ; 3 Q a m 1 1 r m 7 ^ » 9 _ 7 o o a 7 

TO: ^'TRECTOP 

SALT LAKE CITY (1G4-3 6) 

LOF Af ;n FLES 
SACRAMENTO . 

D F N VF D C164-IF") 

LAS VEGAS CI 64-70) 

FROM: FAN FRANCISCO CIS4-NEM) 

MNSire; HAL FLIGHT NUMBER FIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENV^p TO LOF 
NGEL r F , APRIL SEVEN LAST, CAA - HIJACKING. 

00: SALT LAKE CITY 


SACRAMENTO DIVISION ADVISED THIS DATE THAT CALIFORNIA PENAL 
SYSTEM GUARD 


mS NO LONGER IN THF SACRAMENTO 


AREA A NR HAD TRAVELED TO ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA/ 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION NOTIFIED. PRESENTLY ATTEMPTING TO 
CONTACT 


TO DISPLAY PHOTQfiflH OE RICHARD F. MC COY, 


SUSPECT IN CAPTIONED HI JACKING FOR iffesiTI VE IDFNTIFICATION 

•1- • ‘ 

D HFPOSFF. • 


b7C 


b7C 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

017 FF TFL TO BUREAU, SU, LA, SC, AND LV, FOU* NINE INSTANT, 
CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. /;/•' 







NR004 VA PLAIN 
220PM URGENT 04-09*72 TMT 
TO SALT LAKE CITY 
LOS ANQELES 
DENVER 

SAN FRANCISCO 
LAS VEQAS 
SACRAMENTO 
FROM DIRECTOR SP 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.» CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKINS| 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, 00* SU. 


SUBJECT TAKEN INTO CUSTODY EARLY TODAY BY AGENTS, SALT LAKE 
CITY OFFICE, AFTER BEING CHARGED IN AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT FILED 
BEFORE U.S, MAGISTRATE, SALT LAKE CITY,! WITH AIRCRAFT PIRACY 
AND INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW, SUBJECT MADE NO ADMISSIONS, 
LABORATORY IDENTIFIED MC COY’S HANDWRITING ON NOTE UTILIZED BY 

I 

HIJACKER TO INSTRUCT FLIGHT CREW. WITNESS ON HIJACKED AIRCRAFT 
HAS IDENTIFIED SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPHS, ) 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONTINUE LOGICAL 'INVESTIGATION INCLUDING 
THAT SET FORTH IN SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPE iAPRIL EIGHT LAST TO 


DEVELOP ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE LINKING MC COlf TO OFFENSE. INTENSIFY 

. \ 

EFFORTS TO DETERMINE IF HE HAD ASSOCIATES4 SALT LAKE CITY 
immediately furnish photographs OF SUBJECT, TO INVESTED OFFICES, 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


AND 


CONSIDER FORWARDING SAME TO OTHER OFFICES IN EVENT INVESTIGATION 

/ 

NECESSARY RE EITHER. INTENSIFY INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF 
WIFE PICKED UP SUBJECT AFTER DROP AND SET FORTH NECESSARY 


LEADS TO DEVELOP FULL BACKGROUND DAT*/ ON BOTH SUBJECT AND_ 

IDENTIFY CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF SUB«fE^T, PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO 
ARE PARACHUTISTS AND CONSIDER AS POSSIBLE ACCOMPLICES. IDENTIFY 
BYU STUDENT AT ALPINE, UTAH, FRIEND OF SUBJECT VHO REPORTEDLY 
HAD PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF HIJACKING. 

LAS VEGAS AND SALT LAKE CITY CONTINUE TERRAIN SEARCHES IN 
AN EFFORT TO LOCATE ALL PARACHUTES, ELECTRONIC HOMING DEVICES 
AND LARGE CANVAS BAG APPARENTLY JETTISONED FROM HIJACKED CRAFT BY 
MC COY PRIOR TO HIS JU». SALT LAKE UtTY CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 
IDENTIFY HELICOPTER REPORTEDLY SEER IN JUMP AREA. COPIED 
SERIAL NUWERS FOR TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN RANSOM MONEY 
DID NOT SHOW SERIES YEAR. BUREAU CURRENTLY RE-EVALUATING 
PRACTICALITY OF SEQUENCING AND PUBLISHING SAME. 

SAN FRANCISCO DETERMINE FROM WELLS FARSO AND UAL OTHER 
POSSIBLE WANS OF IDENTIFYING RANSOM fONEY SUCK AS WRAPERS, 
BANDINGS, ETC. j 

END PAGE TWO / 


7 

7 

i 

7 . 

/' 

K ■. 



r 

/ 


u 





PAGE THREE 


SALT LAKE CITY INTENSIFY EFFORTS T0 DETERMINE IF AREA 

national guard units have parachute or equipment shortage. 

J / 

CONSIDER EXTENDING SEARCH TO OTHER NATIONAL GUARD UNITS IF 

t !• 

SUBJECT HAD POSSIBLE CONTACTS OUTSIDE PROVO - SALT LAKE CITY 

■ V 

AREA. 

EXPEDITE TELEPHONE TOLL CALL CHt&KS ON SUBJECT AND 

1 

LOGICAL ASSOCIATES. rf'\ 

i ■ ! 

ALL OFFICES BE ALERT TO POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS OF INTERCEPTION 

/’ 

OF COMMUNICATIONS STATUTE BY PRESS OR!OTHERS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS INVESTIGATION. FCC HAS RECENTl^ INDICATED UNAUTHORIZED 
DISCLOSURES BY PRESS OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS COULD POSSIBLY 
BE IN VIOLATION OF SECTION SIX ZERO FIVE, TITLE FORTY-SEVEN, 

U.S. CODE. ADVISE BY TELETYPE UNDER APPROPRIATE CAPTION OF 
ANY SUCH INCIDENTS AND HOLD INVESTIGATION IN ABEYANCE PENDING 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

ALL PHASES OF THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE PRIORITY INVESTIGATION. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED 
TaEPHONICALLY AND CONFIRMED BY TatTYPE. KEEP BUREAU ADVISED 
OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 

GO TO TALK 






NR 001 LA PLAIN 
235PM URGENT 4-S-72 CXF 
TO DIRECTOR 
DENVER 
LAS VEGAS 
SACRAMENTO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM LOS ANGELES (ISA-NEW) 2P 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JRI CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING| 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS| 001 SALT LAKE CITY. 



ONTARIO, 


CALIF., 


ADVISED TO DATE 


BOARDED UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER, COLO., APPROX. 

TVO FIFTEEN P.M. APRIL SEVEN LAST VITH PRISONER, ! 

ENROUTE LOS ANGELES, CALIF. | UsSIGNED SEAT •» 

—— _ -I b 7 C 

AISLE,| |>RIOR TO TAKE OFF, NOTICED STEWARDESS AIR) RALE 


AIRLINE EMPLOYEE ATTEMPTING TO SET PASSENGER TO LEAVE MEN'S 


ROOM IN REAR OF PLANE. THIS MALE PASSENGER LEFT MEN'S ROOM 
AND SAT I | PRIOR TO 

TAKE OFF. 

THIS FIRST TIME I loBSERVED THIS INDIVIDUAL 


DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, AGE TWENTYFIVE - THIRTY, FIVE FEET 
EIGHT INCHES, ONE HUNDRED FORTYFIVE TO ONE HUNDRED SIXTY 


END PAGE ORE 




ibAXCHEO 

SERIALIZED 






APR 

— us Vegas 







LA 164-NEW 
PAGE TWO 

POUNDS, MEDIUM BUILD, BLACK, MOD STYLE HAIR, BUSHY IN FRONT 
AND TO COLLAR IN REAR, BUSHY MUSTACHE, MOD TWO-TONE BROWN 


AND YELLOW SHOES, BLUE SLACKS, DARK JACKET. 

OBSERVED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL 


DURING FLIGHT, 


HAD PUT ON ROUND MIRROR STYLE METAL FRAME SUN GLASSES AND 
ALSO SMALL PIECE OF FLESH COLORED TAPE ON RIGHT CHEEK. 

DURING FLIGHT, PRISONER TOLd I I THIS INDIVIDUAL 

LOOKED AND ACTING SUSPICIOUS. 


THOUGHT AT FIRST, 


THIS WAS RUSE ON PART OF PRISONER TO DIVERT HIS ATTENTION 
SINCE PRISONER TWO TIME ESCAPEE. 

NEVER OBSERVED THIS INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT BLACK 


MOD STYLE HAIR OR MUSTACHE. 

APPROPRIATE SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS EXHIBITED TO 
INCLUDING PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT. 

IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT. 


UNABLE TO 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


STATES HE MAY BE 


ABLE TO IDENTIFY THIS INDIVIDUAL IF HE OBSERVED HIM PERSONALLY. 


BUREAU ARTIST CURRENT IN LOS ANGELAS IS PREPARING PHOTOGRAPH 
OF SUBJECT INCLUDING MUSTACHE AND MBD HAIR STYLE AS DESCRIBED 
BY WITNESSES. 


SALT LAKE CITY CONTACT USA TO DETERMINE ADVISABILITY 
OF DISPLAYING PHOTOGRAPHS BEING PREPARED TO FLIGHT CREV, | 

I AND OTHER WITNESSES. 

SUBJECTS PHOTO BEING FURHISHKD DENVER BY SPECIAL COURIER TODAY. 

END 
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FBI LAS VEGAS CLR 




Date: 4/10/72 


Transmit the following in___ PI,A TNTEX T_ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via TELETYPE _ URGENT 

(Priority) 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

FROM : SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-72) 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, 00: SALT LAKE CITY 

RE BUTEL APRIL-WWl LAST AND LAS VEGAS TELCALL TO SALT LAKE 
CITY APRIL TEN INSTANT. 

REBUTEL INSTRUCTED LAS VEGAS TO CONTINUE TERRAIN SEARCH IN 
AN EFFORT TO LOCATE ALL PARACHUTES, ELECTRONIC HOMING DEVICES 
AND LARGE CANVAS BAG APPARENTLY JETTISONED FROM AIRCRAFT BY 
MC COY PRIOR TO HIS JUMP. 

TO DATE IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO PINPOINT THE AREA 
WHERE THESE ARTICLES MAY HAVE BEEN JETTISONED. THEREFORE IT 
WOULD BE NECESSARY TO SEARCH AN AREA APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED 
FIFTY MILES IN LENGTH. ONLY PLANES AVAILABLE ARE THROUGH 
COMMERCIAL CHARTER COMPANIES AND ANY PLANE THAT COULD BE UTILIZED 
FOR THIS SEARCH WOULD COST ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS AN HOUR. IT 
IS ESTIMATED IT WOULD TAKE APPROXIMATELY FIVE HOURS FOR THE SEARCH. 
MCDrffs 

(1 > IU1- 7 / 

* f SEARCHED_ 

SF7 7 

■ * = i 1J 

~ Tfy 3 vmp— 

^ - \2±^ ' P 




Special Agent in Charge 
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BULLETIN 

SAN FRANCISCO tfUPI) 
jacker of a United Air lit 
parachuted from the Wane 
near Provo, UWfc the i 
)iot 1 ^ I »'■ 





(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 













i>e toiled on! of the rear of the Iti 
in north-centra! Utah’s niggml JVdplu 
Canyon. 

Helicopters aitrt jeep posses beaded 
into the area. 


tom pi led From sun News Wire Services 
and Staff Reports 

A swarthy hijacker waving 3 gun 
and a hand grenade commandeered 
a United Airlines jetliner yesterday 
and collected the largest ransom 
ever paid in a U.S. skyjacking — 
hall a million dollars. 

The bespectacled, mustached hi¬ 
jacker took over the Boeing 727 jet¬ 
liner a few minutes after it left 
Denver for Los Angeles yesterday 
afternoon. 

Hp forced it lo fly tn San Francisco, 
where $500,000 and several parachutes 
were loaded aboard and the passengers 
allowed to disembark 

The plane took off .tV ? hours later and 
dpw north over tHp snowy Sierra Nevada 

Shortly after 8 p.m., the big plane with 
two i s. Coast Guard jets tracking it, be¬ 
gan making wide, sweeping counter- 
clockwise orbits over portions of Nevada 
and l lah. 

All Nevada law enforcement agencies 
and rural airports werp put on alert. 

The plane's 400-mi!p orbil took it over 
lonopah, eastern Nevada and portions of 
l lah near Sail take City. 

A 1 s 45 p.m. one parachute, apparently 
a demy, was released over Sunny side, 
Nev.. halfway between Ely and Proche 
m the northeast pari of the stale. A ser- 
nnd decoy chide was reported dropped 
over Provo, Utah. 

Roih parachutes were rigged with 
beepers. One 0 f the two Coast Guard 
planes tracked ihe first chute to the 
ground while the second stayed with 
i gp- hnyw» hed airliner. «*—-—- 

For a Hme authorities on the ground 
and passengers on the plane thought 
fhf«F~wjf3~-siore than one hijackerT Ihe - ' 
gunman used a prisoner who was trav¬ 
eling on the plane with a guard as an 
unwilling accomplice and had him pick 
up the ransom while the plane was on 
the ground. 

The hijacker pressed a pistol lo Ihe 
head nf Capt. Gerry D. Hearn as the 727 
jet, l dited Airlines Flight 855, was high 
over western Colorado en route from 
Denver to Los Angeles with 95 p ersons 
aboard * 


.Ordered, to San Franciscnr tfrc- p l a ne 
landed at 4:15 p.m,, where it was taxied 
lo a remote runway bordering San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay. 

For the next V/ 2 hours, it was put, 
Ihrnugh a minutely detailed procedure, 
in which ihe ransom and parachutes 
were loaded on, baggage taken off, and 
89 passengers and one stewardess al¬ 
lowed lo disembark. 

Then, with Hearn, First Officer K. R 
Bradley, Second Officer K. W. Owen 
and Stewardesses D. M. Surdam, D. K. 
Sugimoln and M. N. Yewby aboard, the 
plane look off at 7:50 p.m. and headed 
northeast over the snowy Sierra Nevada. 

It had six hours of fuel. 

The California Highway Patrol told its 
officers throughout northern California 
to be on ihe alert for “flares and para¬ 
chutes. ’’ Two supersonic F104 jets were 
ordered from Hamilton Air Force Base 
to shadow the jetliner. 

Mickey Luckoff, sales manager of KGO 
Radio Station in San Francisco and one 
of the passengers, said the hijacker was 
about 5 feet in inches tall, weighed 160 
to 170 pounds and was wearing a dark 
suit, blark leather gloves, and appar¬ 
ently a wig. _ 

“He acted very strangely when he' 
fust got, an the plane.' 1 Luckoff said. 
“ He locke d himself in the men’s room 
and a stewardess had to unfsdk-tnF'door 
and get him out ” 

Luckoff said Ihe hijacker had planned 
Ihe incident so carefully and had the 
crewmen so well organized in taking 
care of some nf ils aspects that if. some¬ 
times appeared that there were more 
than one United Air Lines also believed 
for a time 1 hat “two or three” hijackers 
were involved. 

The whole operation in San Francisco 
was carried on under a tight blanket of 
secrecy damped on by the Federal 
Aviation Agency and the FBI, The FA A 
issued a statement to newsmen in Wash¬ 
ington warning that it was against the 
law to monitor and publish air-to-ground 
conversation. 

Sandra Wilkinson, 25, a UAL steward¬ 
ess who was traveling as a passenger on 
her company pass, said the hijacker was 
cool and composed throughout. He re¬ 
layed his orders lo Ihe captain by hand 
ing notes lo a Stewardess. Hearn then 
radioed them lo the airporl tower. 

He sal m the back, relaying his orders, 
to the captain by handing notes to a 
stewardess. Hearn then radioe d them to 
the airport tower. 



They were so detailed that at one 
p oint. _whgn a motorized r^np wag 
brought up so that the ransom could be 
retrieved, the hijacker ordered it to ad¬ 
vance to within 100 yards of the plane 
and stop so that he could make sure 
there was only “one ramp and one man.” 

The hijacking followed the procedure 
laid down by “D. B. Cooper,” the daring 
bandit who pioneered parachuting extor¬ 
tion last Thanksgiving Eve by vanishing 
over Washington State from a hijacked 
Northwest Airlines plane with $200,000. 
He has never been found. 

Like “Cooper,” Friday’s hijacker 
chose a Boeing 727, the only large air¬ 
liner wirh the type of, rear <|oorfrom 
which a parachutist can easily bail 001. 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 1 



On April 8, 1972, on receipt of radio directions 
from an aircraft, writers proceeded on a dirt road 4.6 
miles from the turn off of the Scofield Canyon Road in a 
south easterly direction into a desert area in Nye County, 
Nevada. 

The writers sighted a parachute at 10:14am, on 
the desert. 

Proceeding on foot from this point approximately 
a half mile west of the road, writers located a parachute 
described as a Switlik 24 1 white nylon parachute, chest 
type, serial number 70-10727, owned by Stevens Para-Loft, 
Oakland, California. 

An additional terrain search was made in the area 
where the chute was located and no tracks or additional 
items were located. 


4/8/72 


Las Vegas. N< 


£_ File tt. 
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Dote dictated 
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SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (AP) 


skydiving enthusiast 1 
was a Green Beret and helicopter 
pilot while in Vktnam was ar¬ 
rested Sunday and charged with 
the $500,000 extortion-parachute 
hijacking of a United Air Lines 
727 jet on Friday. 

The FBI said the money had 
not been recovered. 

Richard Floyd McCoy Jr., 29, a 
prigham Young University stu- 
ffant artiv n in the Qmrch of 
Jesus C&ist of Latter-day Saints' 


iMormon ), was arrested at Ms~' 
J nome, a neat, brown brick bung¬ 
alow in Provo, Utah*; :/ A 
/'McCoy, the fatheraf l#U, Sfila 
he had been prq»iing,fiar drill 
with his Army National Guard i 
unit when arrested and appeared : 
lor his arraignment before UA 
Magistrate AM. Ferro in milita¬ 
ry fatigues. 

McCby, wbo said he served two i 
tours in Vietnam and was a 
GMill Bam, chanced in to a grey _ 
suit and tie. !Ti 

McCby was held without bail on ! 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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rfrargog air piracy ^nd inter- 
fering with flight crewmen. The 
maximum penalty is death. A 
preliminary hearing was set for 
April 19. 

The FBI refused to comment cm 
whether the parachutes and wea¬ 
pons involved in the hijack had 
been found. 

McCoy is accused of command¬ 
eering a United flight from Ne¬ 
wark, N.J., to Los Angeles 
shortly after it made a scheduled 
sto pir. Denv a r . ^ 

The plane was diverted to San 
Francisco where it remained on 
tJTe groihff for three hmif s while ^ 
four parachutes and the $500,000 
was delivered. Then, the passen¬ 
gers were let off and the plane 
began a zigzag flight over the 
Northwest. The hijacker bailed 
out ova - Provo, a community of 
75,000, and the plane went on to 
land at Salt Lake City. 

The complaint against McCoy 
said the FBI was led to him by a 
highway patrolman, Robert Van 
Iep eren. 

Ieperen knew McCoy,‘decora- ’ 
ing to the complaint and heard 
him talk about the possi bility of , 
hijacking"' an airplane. Ieperen 
was quoted by the complaint as 
saying McCoy told him he would 
demand $500,000 if he were a 
hijacker. 

McCoy remained solemn 
through his arraignment, but 
chatted with FBI agents about his 
experiences in Vietnam before 
the session began. 

He told the magistrate that his 
o irij taures of inco ms-wGfl $2A 3 
from the GI bill, then added, “But 
I’m sure that will b e terminate d 
novi^l- -„ * 

McCoy is listed in the BYU 
student directory as a law en¬ 
forcement major. 

Bill Dause, instructor at the 
Alta Skydiving Center, said 
McCoy had had 30 jumps, but had 
never logged a night jump. 

The hijacker bailed out of the 
jetliner over Provo in southern 
I r * nh ’ c Jairo and mo untain 
country shortly before midnight. 




CHARGED WITH HIJACKING — Richard Floyd 
McCoy, Jr., 29, is led from old Federal Bldg, in Salt 
Lake City by unidentified federal marshal after 
being arraigned on charges of air piracy and inter¬ 
fering with flight crew members in $500,000 extor¬ 
tion hijacking of a United Air Lines 727 jetliner 
April 7. Marshal is carrying Army fatigues which 
McCoy was wearing when arrested at his neat, 
brick bungalow in Provo, Utah, Sunday. The 
Brigham Young University student, married and 
father of two, was preparing for National Guard 


drill wh en arrested. 

AP WirefmuwT 
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO : SACS, PORTLAND (164-41) AND SALT LAKE CITY 

FROM ; SAC, LAS YSGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TELCALL TO LAS VEGAS AND LAS VEGAS 
TELCALL TO PORTLAND. 

SALT LAKE CITY HAS ADVISED THERE ARE SIMILARITIES IN 
DESCRIPT ICR? QF UNSUB IN INSTANT CASE AND RICHARD FLOYD MC COY. 

SALT LAKE CITY HAS REQUESTED COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TIE 
AND TIE CLASP FOUND IN SEARCH OF PLANE IN RENO, NEVADA, IN 
INSTANT CASE. 

THIS TIE FURNISHED TO PORTLAND BY LAS VEGAS AIRTEL 
FEBRUARY NINE LAST. PORTLAND REQUESTED TO FURNISH SALT LAKE 
CITY WITH COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OP TIE FOR INVESTIGATION. 


1 - LV 164-60 

LV 164-72 (MC COY) 
D:ffs 
( 2 ) 


/6<t 
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* t n■''!< p* a f ?.] 

?:.35P'- NITEL /j/i?/7° lsp 
T 0 P”M\/ro c 1 <4- l 0 "') 

L A 7 \/F*n A S (164-7°) 

L06 .A f!p T7C; 

q .A nip fTTO 

7A m PPA rci 6100 (164-75 6) 

ST. LOTTIE 

♦ 

r "0M salt L4PF CITY (164-36) IP • 

PTCHCFD FLOYD ^C COY, JR.; CAA- HIJACKING; TINTERFERENCE 
,r TTH FLIGHT MEMBERS. 00: On. 


OFFICES RECEIVING THIS COMMUNICATION ARE.PRO VESTED TO PREPARE 
pt7pqptc COVER I M C THE INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO Pate IN THEIR 
n IVTrroN.S. IT IS REOHESTEP THESE REPORTS P 17 EXPPP T TEO TM VIEv 
THAT PRELIMINARY HEARING HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY SET EOF APRIL 
NINETEEN NEXT AT SALT LAKE CITY. 

S! 1 T Cl DAL TENDENCIES. 

Tf-tn D 


77 ! eft las '/EGAS CLP 
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AIRTEL AIR matt. 


TO: 

SAC, 

DENVER (164-120) 

FROM: 

SAC, 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-68) (P) 

RE; 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 


CAA 

- HIJACKING; 


INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
00: SU 


Enclosed for each receiving office is a side view and 
a front view photograph of the subject which were taken 4/10/72 
after his arrest at Salt Lake City* Utah* on 4/9/72. It is noted 
these are black and white* however* colored photos are being 
prepared. 

Receiving offices may desire to use these in their 
investigation» 


Suicidal Tendencies 
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Denver (Enc. 2) 

Las Vegas (164-72)(Enc 
Los Angeles (Enc. 2) 
Sasrenento (Enc. 2) 

San Franeiseo (164-21*)(Bs*. 
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PLAINTEXT 


4/3.2/72 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS, SEATTLE AMD SALT LAKE CITY 
FROM : SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL APRIL TWELVE LAST AMD SALT LAW* CITY 
AND LAS VEGAS TELCALL8 SAME DATE. 

LAS VEGAS TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE SIX - MIME SIGHT TWO 
ZERO IS A BAT TELEPHONE IN THE PUBLIC AREA OF THE TROPICAMA 
HOTEL, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. CHSCI2 AT TROPICANA HOTEL FAILED TO 
INDICATE MC COY UNDER KNOWN NAMES AND ALIASES REGISTERED AT 
HOTEL DURING NOVEMBER, S EVENTY- CHE. THIS CHECK ALSO INCLUDED 

and I 


NAMES 


b7C 


LAS VEGAS TELEPHONE ZERO FOUR THREE - TWO THREE SEVEN EIGHT 
IS GUEST BILLING FOR WESTWARD NO MOTEL, TWENTY-NINE HUNDRED 
LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOOTH. 

RECORDS, WESTWARD BO MOTEL, AS C HECKE D THIS DATE, INDICATE 
RICHXaD MC COY, THREE SIX EBRO SOOTH TWO HUNDRETH EAST, PROVO, 
UTAH, CHECKED IN ROOM THREE SEVEN EIGHT MOVEKBEE TWO, SEVENTY-ONE. 



- LV 164-60 

LV 164-72 (MC COY) 
D:ffs 










PAGE TWO 


LV 164-60 

RECORDS INDICATE FIVE INDIVIDUALS IN PARTY AND THE ROOM WAS 
VACATED NOVEMBER THREE, SEVENTY-ONE. REGISTRATION NUMBER ONE 
EIGHT SIX SEVEN NINE SEVEN DOES NOT INDICATE VEHICLE, AND NO 
OUTGOING CALLS MADE. REGISTRATION CARD INDICATES MC COY SIGNED 
FOR ROOM AS RICHARD F. MC COY, JR. ORIGINAL REGISTRATION CARD 
and FOLIO BEING RETAINED IF DEEMED PERTINENT BY SALT LAKE CITY. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING office office of origin 

LAS VEGAS 1 SALT LAKE CITY 

i- 

DATE 

4/17/72 

investigative period 

4/8 - 13/72 

TITLE OF CASE 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

REPORT MADE BY 

TYPED BY 

eab 

1 1 b7C . 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT 

CREW MEMBERS 


REFERENCE: 

Las 

LEAD; 

LAS VEGAS 

AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

Will maintain contact with officials at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nevada; Nevada Fish and Game and local 
authorities, Nye, Lincoln and White Pine Counties, for 
any information concerning recovery of missing parachute. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED EQ NONE 

ACQUIT¬ 

TALS 

CASE HAS BEENl 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES BTInO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 1 

O VER SI X MON THS d]VES BCl NO I 

CON VIC AUTO. 

FUG. 
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SAVIN GS 

RECOVERIES 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/11/72 

Dote- 


On April 8, 1972, an aerial search was conducted 
in the vicinity of Adaven, Nevada, near coordinates of 
38 degrees North, 115 degrees, 30 minutes West. 

At approximately 8:30am, Pacific Standard Tin^ 
an object was located at coordinates of 38 degrees, 13 
minutes North, 115 degrees, 21 minutes West. Close aerial 
observation determined that this object was a white 
parachute. 


Directions were given from the air to ground 
crews and at 10:30am, (PST;, a ground crew reached the 
object and confirmed that it was a parachute. 

The location of the parachute was plotted on a 
Las Vegas Sectional Aeronautical Chart It was determined 
that the location lay 2 miles North of the centerline of 
Victor Airway 244 (V-244), 101 Nautical miles East of the 
Tonopah VOR station. 


on 4/8/ 72_ot Las Vegas, Nevada __ File *_ LV_164-72 _ 

SA P. VF.RN F. T.OPTTKRT.P. & 

by__ SA 1") 7 P. _ Dot. dictated_ 4/1 Q /72 


This document contain* neither t ecoromendatiens nor conclusion* el the FBI. It i* the property o( th. FBI and I* loaned to your agency: 
if and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 




htDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Po ^ V10/72 


On April 8, 1972, on receipt of radio directions 
from an aircraft, writers proceeded on a dirt road 4.6 
miles from the turn off of the Scofield Canyon Road m a 
south easterly direction into a desert area in Nye County, 
Nevada. 


The writers sighted a parachute at 10:14am, on 
the desert. 

Proceeding on foot from this point approximately 
a half mile west of the road, writers located a parachute 
described as a Switlik 24* white nylon parachute, chest 
type, serial number 70-10727, owned by Stevens Para-Loft, 
Oakland, California. 

An additional terrain search was made in the area 
where the chute was located and no tracks or additional 
items were located. 
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On April 10, 19'72, officials &£ Sell! 

. Xr Fore© B&ae, lleyada Fisk end Cane Service* k&s Vm», 
«ev&d& ? oad the. Sheriffs of iincolaa aud Uhit* Fia^ 
Cau&fcies eons oXortod fc© be on the lookout Tor oner fwarar* 
chute or parachute gaar^pb«ornall& that wa^ bo reported or 
found in the m of %£, IXncoln or Uhittt Tixs& Count iue* 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. to 

MAY 1902 EDITION 

GSA FPMR («! C«*) 101-11.0 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-72) (P) 


date: 4/9/72 


FROM 


subject: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR, 

CAA-HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, 

00: SU 

At 9:4*)-PM. I* I HOLIDAY INN, Rm. l I 3740 

Las Vegas Blvd. So, Las Vegas, Nev. telephonic ally furnished, the 
following info: 

He is the I "1, St, Louis, 

—end resiries .at L, uu u —J, Webster Groves, Mo. telephone 

I _ I He is only staying in town the night of 4/9/72 and 

plans to take a 11:15' am flight to Salt Lake City on 4/19/72. He b7C 
is available for interview at q -OO «n on 4/1^0/72 in his room. 

He and his associate/were camping out in Lincoln County 
near the old Lincoln mine during the night of April 7, 1972. The 
old Lincoln mine is located between Alamo and Warm Springs, Nev, 

He and his associate noted what appeared to be four objects with 
fleshing white lights leave an aircraft on the night of 4/7/72. 

He will/ be able to point out on a map just about where he observed 
the four objects. He did not believe the objects were flares. 

He thought perhaps that the objects might have been four hijackers and 
inquired if four hijackers were invloved in this matter. He was 
advised, that the FBI was in no position to make any comment on the 
matter at this time c 


He advised t hat 
and could be reached at I 


] might be in town for a few days 
no address known. k>7C 
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8 f 1972, an aerial search was conducted 
1? vlcl JJ 1 ^y °f Adaven, Nevada, near coordinates of 
38 degrees North, 115 degrees, 30 minutes West. 

At approximately 8:30am, Pacific Standard Tina 
an object was located at coordinates of 38 decrees. 13 

ohc^ eS ^ 0rt ^. 115 . de § re ? s * 21 minutes West. Close aerial 
observation determined that this object was a white 
parachute. 

, D i r ?^ t i2 ns w ? re given from the air to ground 
crews and at 10:30am, (PSTj, a ground crew reachld the 
object and confirmed that it was a parachute. 

t X7 The location of the Parachute was plotted on a 

wpih'';oTL^!- 244) ’ 101 «<*. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Do,. _4/13/72 


F 1 for the 

, i 

| St, i.miT g, Mi RSQiiri , temporarily residing at 
the Holiday Inn, Knrmnl 18740 Las Vegas Boulevard South, b7c 

Las Vegps, N evada, advis ed on April 10, 1972, that he 
accompanied ! I to a small tin prospector's 

shack, located near Tempiute Turnoff where he was making 
fluorspar examinations of core samples. 

On the* evening of April 7, 1972, he observed 
a white light appearing intermittently on and off in 
the sky to the northwest of this mine shack which appeared 
to be possibly in and out of a dark cloud. Subsequently 
a few seconds later he saw another group of lights flashing 
near by and his best estimate that now is that there were 
at least four or three lights in all that were separated 
laterally by as much as 2000 feet and appeared to have 
no vertical or horizontal movement which could readily 
be discerned. 

He watched these lights for what he estimated 
to be a maximum of five minutes and subsequently looked 
away. When he thought of them again and looked back 
they were no longer in view and he is unable to determine 
in his own mind a plausible explanation for same unless 
they were possibly weather baUbons of some sort. 

He initially thought the lights might belong 
to an aircraft but they did not move properly for such 
identification and there was no sound or anyother 
distinguishing characteristics in connection therewith. 

I I stated that he dismissed the incident n 

from his mind initially until the following day when 
a ranger in that area informed them of the hijacking and 
he then believed that conceivably the lights he had 
observed had some bearing on the hijacking occuiraice. 

Consequently the same evening of April 8, they 
returned to the mine shack, stood in the same location 
and he took a s ight i ng w i th hi s comp ass i n the direction - 

4/10/72 Las Vegas, Nevada LV 164-72 — 
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he had observed the lights noting that they were North 
32 degrees West on his regular survey compass. 

| added that the lights were obviously 

electric in nature and approximately 15 miles distance 
from their location. He felt that they were net flares 
of any sort and they were all white in color. 


He also believed that the lights were possibly 
2000 feet higher in elevation than the 6000 foot elevation 
of the mine shack where they were located and believed 
that the lights had possibly a 1000 foot variation in 
their vertical height. 


|_|noted that the mine shack where they 

were located is one mile west of Tempiute and that 

to travel same one would proceed on Highway 25, taking 

the Tempiite Turnoff and continuing through the small b'7C 

town where marked including a group of Union Carbide 

Buildings on the left and continuing one mile would 

locate the mine shack on a straight hill about a half 

a mile up from the Tempiute Road. 


_stated that to the best of his recollection, 

the observation'of these lights were made at approximately ^ 7 r 
9:00pm in the area and he mid his flasnfilatfi had al.S.9.. 

discussed the incident wit h l . ■ , -1 

I Iin the same vicinity who resides in Tempiute 

care or Alamo, Nevada, but who disclaimed having any 
observation of these lights himself or at any time in 
the past. 


„ , stated that he was returning that 

date for St. Louis, Missouri, at the above had been 
his first visit back into the mining area ofTfevada 
for approximatly 35 years. 


b7C 


-2- 
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Dai< 


in care of his brother [ 


Iwho advised that he usually res ides 


North Las Vegas, Nevada, temporarily residing in Room | | 
Holiday Inn, 3740 Las Vegas Boulevard South, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, advised on April 10, 1972, that he accompanied 


] in examination of mineral samples which 


]was interested in inspecting and they were at an 


b7 C 


old mine shack one mile west of Tempiute on the evening 
of April 7, making fluor spar examinations when an odd 
grouping of lights was noted some point in the distance. 

They were in front of the mine shack on a level 
spot about eight feet wide approximately eight feet 
from the door of the shack when he happened to glance 
up and sa w a strange light which he called to the attention 

of i T 


b7C 


[ 


]stated that the lights definitely did 


not appear to be flare or airplane lights but seemed 
to blink occasionally although*ndt in any set sequence, 
but rather as such would occur if occasionally obscured 
by clouds. 


b7C 


stated that these lights were possibly 


6000 to 7000 feet above the horizons of the mountains b/C 
and were definitely in the air and could not have been 
mistaken for car lights, ranch lights or anything stationed 
on the ground. 


He 

s [ 


same as was 
of th e fire 
whileQ 


state d that he was not as fascinated with 
l and he returned to the maintenance 
and other chores in the general camp site 
] continued to observe same. 


b7C 


[ 


] 


stated that both he 


and [ 


are 


mystified over what could have been the cause for same 
and felt the matter should hare been reported after the 
hijacking which took place in the area since these 
lights may have been in some way related to that event. 


b7C 


[ 


]noted that he was returning to that mine 


by. 


4/10/72 


Las Vegas, Nevada 
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shack on this date with his son and another individual and 
would be in that area for another week to ten days and 
would make special effort to note whether these lights 
were visible on a regular or recurring basis during that 
period and notify the FBI if anything pertinent was 
observed. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-72)(P) 


FROM 


SA 


b7C 


date: 


4/13/72 


subject: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA- HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
00: SU 


wi 
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and | ~| 


b7C 



- Las Vegas(Enel. 
HEHikmc 




2 ) 






soio-ioa-oi 


Buy U.S. Savings B au ds Mtptlorly m the Payroll Savings Plan 







SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 


4/17/72 


ASAC MOUNT C. DULINSKY, JR. 


- ^^irdRJAK 

At 8:28 A.M., SAC CALA ME, Salt Lake City, called 
concerning captioned aatter* He stated that charges against 
Bank Aaericard of Me COY indicated a charge ticket in Las Vegas 
on 11/25/71. The ticket is illegible in the most part. The 
only thing discernible after one short word which appears to have 
five letters is what appears to be the word "Thrust” He stated 
this may be an oil company ticket since the address is on Las Vegas 
_ (not discernible). 

The latest theory concerning MC COY’S connection with 
instant case is that they feel he could have driven to Las Vegas, 
taken an airplane to Portland, committed the hijacking, flown 
back to Las Vegas and then returned by automobile to Salt Lake 
City on 11/25/71. He said subject’s sister-in-law has stated he 
was in Salt Lake City on 11/25/71, but she places the time only 
between the hours of 2:00 and 6:00 P.M. 

Salt Lake City asked that we ascertain which airlines 
MC COY Might have used for a trip to Portland and then request the 
headquarters of these airlines to check manifests on the 24th and 
25th for the known names and aliases of MC COY. These checks ^ 

Should In clude MC COY’S full naa e a nd anv varia tions as well as 
the names I l and I I 

I I also requested that the records of the Westward 

Ho Motel be checked for the entire month of November for any b/c 
record of MC COY. 


2 - 
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ADDENDUM : 

At 2:19 P.H., Sa I I Salt Lake City, 

telephonic&lly advised be had reviewed the Bank A me rl card 
records and determined the one purchase made at Las Vegas 
on 11/25/71, was for ”3ft>wer thrust” for a gas purchase* Be 
stated MC 007*8 Bank Amerlcard number is 4763160217773, and 
the records Indicate it was thr ough Nevada Bank of Commerce, 

Merchant Number 764369. I I said that MC COY'S car had 

Utah License SU-1334. 

He requested that we check this purchase in order to 
see if MC COT can be identified as the purchaser, to ascertain 
if a copy of the charge was kept and to ascertain the time of 
the purchase. 

The Central Telephone Company book indicates Power 
Thrust at 2039 Las Vegas Boulevard North. 

I_I was requested, if possible, to determine the 

time of toe collect long distance call made from the Tropicana 
to MC COY'S home telephone on 11/25/71. 

At 3:14 P-M. r l [ again called and stated that telephone 

company records Indicate the collect call from the Tropicana was 
made at 10:41 P.M. 
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4/18/72 

PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE NITEL 

TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) AND SACS, LOS ANGELES 

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PORTLAND 
SEATTLE 

FROM : SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK 

RE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., AKA 

_- SUSPECT b7c 

RESALT LAKE CITY TEL APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST. 

SALT LAKE CITY TELCALL APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST NOTES POSSIBILITY 
MC COY DROVE FROM SALT LAKE CITY TO LAS VEGAS, FLEW TO PORTLAND 
TO COMMIT HIJACKING, RETURNED TO LAS VEGAS, AND DROVE BACK TO 
SALT LAKE CITY. INVESTIGATION INDICATES COLLECT CALL TO MC COY’S 
RESIDENCE NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE LAST AT TEN FORTY-ONE PM FROM 
LAS VEGAS AS WELL AS GAS PURCHASE IN LAS VEGAS SAME DATE USING 
BANK AMERICARD. 

RECORDS, WESTWARD HO MOTEL, LAS VEGAS, CHECKED FOR ENTIRE 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER, SEVENTY-ONE, AND NO REGISTRATION LOCATED FOR 

MC COY UNDER KNOWN NAMES AND ALIASES OTHER THAN RESERVATION ON 

NOVEMBER TWO, PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED. ALL AIRLINE MANIFESTS THAT 

LA’/ : FLIGHTS TO PORTLAND FROM LAS VEGAS DESTROYED AFTER NINETY 
1 - LV 164-60 
r lV LV 164-72 

MC^Drffs (2) ' A 
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PAGE TWO 

DAYS, FOR INFORMATION, AIRWEST, UNITED AIRLINES AND WESTERN 
PROVIDE SERVICE BETWEEN LAS VEGAS AND PORTLAND, NO DIRECT 
FLIGHTS, ALL ARE VIA EITHER LOS ANGELES OR SAN FRANCISCO, 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL REQUESTED LAS VEGAS TO INSTITUTE CHECK 
OF AIRLINE RECORDS FOR ABOVE AIRLINES IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE 
IF MC COY UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR THAT OF 


ON 


JrOOK FLIGHT FROM LAS VEGAS TO PORTLAND ON NOVEMBER 


TWENTY-THREE OR TWENTY-FOUR AND RETURNED TO LAS VEGAS FROM 
PORTLAND NOVEMBER TWENTY-FOUR OR TWENTY-FIVE LAST. 

LOS ANGELES CHECK RECORDS OF WESTERN AIRLINES FOR 
RESERVATION FOR MC COY FOR ABOVE DATES AND SUTEL. 

SAN FRANCISCO CHECK REC0RD6 AIRWEST AND UNITED AIRLINES. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF MC COY DISPLAYED TO SECURITY AND HOTEL 
PERSONNEL CONCERNING COLLECT CALL MADE NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE 
LAST WITHOUT EFFECTING ANY IDENTIFICATION. 

GASOLINE CHARGE SLIP ON BANK AMERICARD STATED IN RE SALT 
LAKE CITY TEL LAS VEGAS INDICATES PURCHASE AT POWER THRUST, 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, ON NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE LAST. POWER THRUST 
STATION FROM WHICH GAS PURCHASED LOCATED TWO MILES SOUTH OF 
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PAGE THREE 

TROPICANA HOTEL ON DIRECT ENTRANCE TO INTERSTATE FIFTEEN. 

IT IS POINTED OUT THIS ACCESS TO INTERSTATE FIFTEEN IS FOR 
SOUTHBOUND TRAFFIC ONLY. DATE WRITTEN ON GAS RECEIPT IS 
NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX, SEVENTY-ONE, FOR FIVE AND SIX-TENTHS 
GALLONS OF GAS. MANAGER INDICATES, AFTER LOCATED TICKET, 

THAT IT WAS OBVIOUSLY MADE BY HIS ATTENDANT WHO WORKED THE 
ELEVEN PM TO SEVEN AM SHIFT. MANAGER INDICATES THAT HE DID NOT 
CHANGE HIS DATE STAMP UNTIL NINE AM ON NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX, 
SEVENTY-ONE; THEREFORE, THE GAS COULD HAVE BEEN PURCHASED 
BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND SEVEN AM, NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX AND STILL 
BEAR DATE STAMP OF NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE. 

SALT LAKE CITY REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHETHER COLLECT CALL 
AT TEN FORTY-ONE WAS MOUNTAIN STANDARD TIME OR PACIFIC 
STANDARD TIME. 

AT CEDAR CITY ASCERTAIN TIME OF PURCHASE OF GAS ON 
NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX, SEVENTY-ONE. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO LOCATE ATTENDANT WHO WAS ON 

DUTY AT ABOVE POWER THRUST STATION NIGHT OF NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE 
TWENTY-SIX, SEVENTY-ONE. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



ChcwocNfi CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 

Synopfisi 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., white male American, date 
of birth 12/7/42, Kinston, North Carolina, was arrested at 
Provo, Utah, 4/9/72, after being charged in a complaint at 
Salt Lake City, Utah, on 4/9/72, with violation of Section 
1472(i)(1), Title 49, USC, Aircraft Piracy, and Section 1472(3), 
Title 49, USC, Interfering With Flight Attendant. Subject 
identified through handwriting and fingerprint examinations 
as well as witness identification as individual who boarded 
United Air Lines (UAL) Flight 855, a Boeing 727, from Newark, 
New Jersey, to Los Angeles, California, at Denver, Colorado, 
a normal stop. Approximately 15 to 20 minutes after take-off, 
subject was observed to be holding a hand grenade and a gun, 
and this occurred while the plane was in flight approximately 
15 miles north of Aspen, Colorado. Chief Stewardess was first 
furnished a note to deliver to the pilot which was believed to 
have stated "grenade pin pulled" and "pistol". She was then 
furnished an envelope which she was instructed to deliver to 
the pilot, which envelope contained a number of pages of flight 
instructions and demands, which included that the plane be 
diverted to San Francisco where UAL was to have $500,000in 
cash and four parachutes available. Envelope also contained 
one hand grenade pin and a bullet. Instructions requested that 
pilot return all notes to the hijacker. Aircraft landed in 
San Francisco at approximately 4:20 PM where passengers’ bags 
were immediately removed from the plane and subject ordered 
two male persons aboard the plane to depart and obtain the 
$500,000 and the parachutes and return to the aircraft.^ After 
the two flight bags and parachutes were put aboard, subject 
ordered his luggage be brought from the baggage compartment. 
Stewardess was then furnished a note ordering all passengers 


Thi. docum.nl contain, neither recommendation. not eonclu.ion. of the FBI. It 1b the property of the FBI and 1. loaned to 
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to deplane, and later ordered one stewardess to leave. Stew¬ 
ardess was then handed a note to be delivered to the pilot 
ordering him to take off immediately. Time estimated at 
approximately 7:40 PM. Subject instructed the pilot, through 
flight plans furnished in envelope, to fly at 16,000 feet at 
approximately 180 knots, and several changes were ordered 
in plans. Just prior to approaching Provo, Utah, subject was 
observed by stewardess to be wearing a light olive military 
style flight suit as well as an oxygen mask. Subject believed 
to have bailed out near the Provo, Utah, airport. On 4/9/72, 
a search warrant was obtained for subject's residence at 360 
South 200 East, Provo, and "$499,970" was recovered, along 
with additional items which included a hand grenade which was 
inert, a .45 caliber automatic, a black helmet and parachute. 
Subject arraigned before U. S. Magistrate, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, 4/9/72, at which time he requested a court-appointed 
attorney, and was remanded to the custody of the U. S. Marshal 
on the recommendation of no bail. Subject confined in Salt 
Lake County Jail, Salt Lake City. Facts are being presented 
to FGJ, Salt Lake City, 4/14/72. Description set forth, as 
well as background information. SUICIDAL TENDENCIES . 

- P - 
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DETAILS: 


PREDICATION 


This investigation was predicated upon a telephone 
call received by SAC RUSS ELL P. CALAME, at approximate ly 3:45 
p.m., April 7, 1972 , froml . ,1 Federal 

Aviation Agency Control, telephone number 521-8272, who advised 
that there had been a hijacking of United Air Lines Flight 855, 
a Boeing 727, enroute from Newark, New Jersey, to Los Angeles, 
California, via Denver, Colorado. He advised the hijacker had b7c 
declared himself near Grand Junction, Colorado, and instructed 
the plane to be diverted to San Francisco, California. I 1 

advised the plane was now flying at 31,000 feet, and his 
information was received from the Denver Air Control Center 
at 3:21 p.m. He advised that at 3:38 p.m., the plane was going 
to 39,000 feet and was 25 miles south of Price, Utah. 

Upon receiving this information, the Salt Lake City 
Division immediately put into effect its hijacking plan. 


5 
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INVESTIGATION AND INTERVIEWS 
AT AIRPORT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* of transcription 


4/10/72 


I*. 2. 

SA I I was in the Salt Lake 

City International Airport tower with Federal Aviati on 
Administ ration (F AA) Supervisor beingE .■ I and 

Operator I I On the tower radar, the hijacked jet 

aircraft could be observed entering the lower sector of 
the Salt Lake City tower radar. 


At 11:11 - 11:12 P.M., April 7, 1972, a radio 
transmission was overheard being received from the pilot of 
the hijacked aircraft, which indicated that the crew of the 
aircraft believed the hijacker may have departed from the 
airplane. A radar plot indicated that the possible 
departure of the unknown subject from the aircraft could 
have occurred in the immediate vicinity of the Provo, Utah, 
Airport at approximately 11:11 - 11:12 P.M. 


At 11:27 P.M. , the pilot ol the aircraft indicated 
information was received through radio broadcast monitoring^ 
that it had been confirmed that the hijacker had left the air¬ 
craft: and the aircraft was returning to land at the Salt 
Lake City Airport. 


b7C 


was requested to and subsequently 


did make arrangements tor the landing of the aircraft at the 
Salt Lake City Airport and its immediate abandonment at the 
end of the runway for search procedures and evacuation of 
the crew in view of any possibility of injury or explosion 0 
Ambulance and fire equipment were alerted and on standby to 
proceed to the vicinity of the aircraft for emergency procedure. 
The crew of the aircraft were to be delivered directly after 
evacuation to the FAA Offices at the Airport under complete 
security for interview by Bureau Agents. 


Salt Lake City 

, . , 4/7/72 . Salt Lake City, Utah u 164-36 

1nt*rvl*w»d *n , - • . • - #♦ ——ril* » - . — ----- : , 


b7C 

/ deb 


Salt 


4/10/72 
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estimation was conducted bv 

b'7C 


b'7C I 1 Salt Lake City, Utah, 

Pol - Department,on April 7, 1972, was advised that the 

aircraft was landing at the Salt Lake City International 
Airport and would be stopped and the crew evacuated at the 


north end of the runway. It was requested and subsequently 
confirmed that the Salt Lake City Police and K-9 Corps 
completely isolated the area of landing of the aircraft 
prior to the arrival and search of the aircraft by Bureau 
Agents. 


8 
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TVip fnllnwina inve stigation was conducted by 

b7C SaI T 

-jTq I I Customer Service, United 

Air Lines, Salt Lake City, Utah, was contacted at the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) Offices on April 7, 1972, at 
which time he pledged complete cooperation of United Air 
Lines and permitted isolation and interview of the crew of 
the United Air Lines hijacked flight in the FAA Offices. 

He advised that after completion of the initial interview 
of the crew members by FBI Agents, he, inaccordance with 
United Aj r Lines policy, was going to permit the crew 
members to have a brief and limited conference with news 
officials. 


9 
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INTERVIEW OF AIRLINE OFFICIALS 
ON FLIGHT 8 S 5 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of 1 ronscription juimz 


blC 


b7C 


b'7C 


I I United Airlines, 

advised that he was in command of United Airlines Flight 855 
that had originated in New Jersey, and he had taken over at 
Denver 9 Colorado, for a flight to Los Angeles., California 0 

I _ ~1 stated shortly after take-off from 

Denver and approximately 15 miles north of Aspen, Colorado, 
he bacame aware that some difficulty existed concerning one 
passenger 0 Shortly thereafter he was furnished a two page 
Isi^jgle spaced typewritten letter containing instructions 
which he had first thought was a bomb threat and later 
realized that his aircraft was being hijacked„ 

I 1 a dvised that Stewardess! I 

who was apparently called f I by the hijacker, was utilized 
by the hijacker as a messenger for his instructions from the. 
passenger cabin to the cockpit on numerous occasions„ Captain 
I I advised that the hijacker’s instructions were extremely 

explicit, and in the vicinity of Hanksville, Utah, he requested 
the Federal Aviation Agency make a change of course which would 
allow him to land at San Francisco International Airport. This 
course change was granted and he proceeded to San Francisco 
International Airport, the hijacker having furnished instruc¬ 
tions as to landing and parking at Runway 19 left and further 
specific instructions as to the fueling of the aircraft and 
the distance that all vehicles should be kept from the air¬ 
craft e 


I H fitated that upon refueling and 

obtaining the $500,000 in ransom and removal of passengers 
from the aircraft, he again became air-borne, at which time 
the hijacker apparently lowered the rear stairway• The hi¬ 
jacker’s instructions were to fly at 16,000 feet elevation 
and to maintain an air spee d of 180 knots which is approxi¬ 
mately 200 miles per hour, I I stated the hijacker 

indicated several course changes en route and the instructions 
contai ned specific tim es that these course changes should be 
flowno I 1 advised that in changing course in the 

vicinity of the Provo, Utah, Airport, where the hijacker had 
indicated the next leg should be to Price, Utah, he felt that 
the hi"j ~ acke r~ had bailed ou t~ ;- 
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b7C 


b' 


f laaviseu iit: -l a-v- —-- _ ,-in 

thfenvelopfritr^hflnstructionfand t hagremd£pin. 


ladvised he believed that in the first 

J _=» e shell in 


[ 


I I stated he and his 


II1H 


_ I spent approximately “break at the' San 

aircraft with t ^.'r£°!7 airport when he was able t o utilise 
Francisco International Apt to the cockpit. I I 

rtdefofthii confinement he never did see 

the hijacker. 


I (stated that there was every indication 

the hija cker was aftned j ith a ^o^e^^e^int. 

he had also threatened to use plastic expios 

I-1 stated he was aware that through 

Guard chase plane that 

conversation with a U. S. Co “ a h from his aircraft 

apparently two parachutes had been rnro 
in the vicinity of Tonopah, Nevada. 
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Date of transcription 


4/10/72 


j [ United Air Lines, was 

telephonicaiiy reinterviewed at the Holiday Inn, Salt Lake 
City, to obtain additional specifics, at which time he 
b7C advised that the steps to the aircraft were lowered over 

Nevada apparently in the vicinity between Tonopah and 
Wilson Creek by the hijacker. He stated that the only 
indication of the use of the steps to exit the rear of 
the aircraft is a red light which comes on in the pilot's 
compartment and indicates that the steps are extended. He 
a^'ised that "he extending of the steps is determined, if 
the aircraft is in the air, and limited by the stream of 
air. 

He advised that it was believed by him and the 
crew that the subject exited just immediately prior to his 
radio call so stating this fact on the night of April 7, 

1972, because a change in pressure was felt in the aircraft, 
and while it could not be certain that the exit was at this 
precise time, he was fairly certain in his own mind that this 
was the exit time of the hijacker. 
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Date of transcription 


4/12/72 


b7C 


b7< 


b7C 


b7C 


Airlines f 
Airport „ 


|-1employed by United^ 

was interviewed at bait baKe City International 


b7C 


| ladvised that the flight on which he _ 

was copilot, or sometimes calied first officer^ origtnae b7 c 

New Jersey as United Airlines Flight 8bb, ana ne 
crew at Denver> CclorcidOo 

| | advised that approximately 15 miles 

of Ast>en Colorado* he became aware that there was 

A • ,c + - • and originally thought that a bomb threa 

some difficulty and originaaay | ,, pd typewritten 

had been received. A two page sing 

had been received in the cockpit by L_____ FT _J 
■ I He believepifijaSfiSaS^had been^passed^t^^^ 

Captain by Stewardess s|_ 


"1 and that subsequent 


b7C 


Captain by Stewardess! wer > a i S o brought forward 

instructions from -he hijac -. hijacker apparently 

«l,r 

in the cabin as possible * 

I I advised the original two page let" '--* 

was in an envelope and this envelope also contained the 
safety pin from a hand grenade 

[ 


b7C 


]stated 


that 


wno 


y israxeu t ndu ■ f 

ic emuloved bv United Airlines and based at bos , 

" 7 , r_ nirtVif wa*? du6 to tftrmmate ^ was 

California, where Flight 85o was au compartment 

"deadheading" and was sitting in tne passenger u»l 
and apparently was aware of the hijackers presence. 


stated that upon receiving instructions 
_ -i n H-n 


I Isxaxea xnai uywi* a'-'-'-—’—=> 

, TTT-r——rinn^P change was obtained in the area 

from the hijacker, a cour ~ 5n«thprlv course was assumed 9 

SSgSt^tSTSn /rancisco International 
Airport as instructed by the hijacker. 


Tstated the hijacker was very explicit 

“T i 5 _ r** r h A L clT 


_isxaxea uw a+ ‘ +. 

in all of his instructions and in fact in ica e h ld be 

San Francisco International Airport runway 19 left should_be 
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b'7 


b7C 


b'7C 


b"7C 


b7C 


utilized f and I 1 st a ted he felt the hijacker 

definitely knew the airport* The hijacker further instructor 
(1) a fuel truck with six hours fuel and two men on the truck 
should be available, (2) all vehicles should hr parked one 
hundred feet from the nose of the aircraft on the left side, 


and (3) 

State o' 


he wanted a prisoner who was being returned to the 

' Cali fon4.ia to be left In the seat that he was in» 


I I stated that Stewardess ! I 

confirmed that the hijacker had a pistol that had a clip 
in it and returned to the hijacker the han d grenade pin , 

Stowards rs I I had further indleated to I Ithat 

the hijacker had stated he had plastic explosives on board 
the aircraft.: 


Upon refueling and leaving San Francisco Inter¬ 
national Airport specific instructions were received 
indicating the altitude and air speed to be t oil owed * and 
essentially the altitude was 16*000 feet arid the air speed 
was 180 knot s w which is approximately 2 00 miles per hour* 
or 3 miles per minute* 

tat ad that the rear stairway had been 
lowered apparently immediately after take-off and communica¬ 
tions generally were bad duo to the open rear door, and in 
addition to this it was necessary to be on oxygen approx¬ 
imately one and one-half hours, at: which time it appeared 
that the hijacker had jumped in the vicinity of the Provo, 

Utah* Airport* 

stated that the numerous instructions 
received from the hijacker contained course changes on at 
least two occasions, and one note indicated that if a chase, 
plane was seen, the hijacker would set a charge which would 
detonate after he had jumped and before the plane could be 
landed 0 

I ^ stated that the notes indicated generally 

a terminology of "we this" or "we that" which gave the 
impression that there were definitely more than one individual 
involved«, 


IS 




$U 164-36 
3 
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b7 


b 7 C 


b 


b7C 


I I ^tatpd that the typewritten notes 

generally were single spaced and some had been typed over 
and were very difficult to read due to the detail containedc 


I 1 stated it was his impression that the 

hijacker was possibly a private pilot and was acquainted with 
flying point to point as would a small plane pilot 0 He 
stated that the evening was very clear and lights of various 
towns were visible en route from San Francisco,, California* 
to the Provo* Utah, area<> 


I I recalled that in the next to the last 

note received from the hijacker it stated that "if anyone 
turned around .it was a long fall without a chute," 

I ] stated an attempt was made to look 

into the passenger compartment under the cockpit door where 
there was approximately one-fourth inch space * however,, all 
lights had been extinguished and the door to the lavatory 
immediately behind the cockpit was open, obstructing the 
view to the r-ear. 


|_^tated that from the time the flight 

began in Denver % Colorado* u ntil landing at : Salt Lake Ci ty 
International Airpor t he and I _ I had been in the 

cockpit approximately nine hours with the exception of 
utilizing the lavatory immediately adjacent to the cockpit 
briefly on one occasion„ Due to this confinement* he had 
no opportunity to see the hijacker» 


o - 
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1 


Date 


4/12/72 


I I was interviewed in an upstairs room 

under the control of United Air Lines, at the Salt Lake City 
International Airport. The time the interview began was 
12:00 midnight. 


described himself as being the[ 


] 


on United Air Lines Flight 855 from Denver which had been 
hijacked and diverted to Salt Lake City, Utah. He stated 
he resi ded at l I T housand Oaks, California, 


ne resi ded at l 

I 1 telephone number 805-1 


] 


[ Concerning the activities on the day in question, 

I l advised he and other members of the flight crew left 

Los Angeles, California, at 7:00 a.m., Flight 450, United Air 
Lines, traveled to Sacramento, California; Sait Lake City, 

Utah; and Denver, Colorado, arriving Denver approximately 
12:33 p.m. He advised he and other members of the crew had 
one hour and fifteen minutes ground time in Denver, and they 
spent most of this time in the flight office at the terminal. 

There was nothing significant which happened during 
this period which would indicate any later hijacking activities, 
f ladvised at about 2:10 p.m,, he went to the flight office 

of United Air Lines with the other members of the crew to 
handle some administrative details of the flight. About 2:10 
to 2:15 p.m., he boarded Flight 855 pr ior to departure. He 
advised there w ere three stewardesses.1 I 

I landl \ I I and 

First Offi cer ^^^^^^^^^ l advised that when he got onto 

the plane already aboard and in the cockpit. 

He stated there may have been two or three passengers already 
aboard the aircraft, in the passenger compartment. 


He stated that as he came aboard, the three girls 
went to the rear of the plane and he went to the cockpit to 
handle "check-off". He advised also that he then got out 
of the plane and checked certain items on the outside of the 
plane and noticed nothing significant. 


„ 4/8/72 , Salt Lake City, Utah 
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He advised at this time the passengers came aboard 
and that during this period he returned to the cockpit with 
the oth«r two male members of the flight crew. l | recalled 

that following passenger loading, they received clearance to 
start the engines; however, the loading door remained open. 

He advised that they were ready to leave as the passenger b/C 

agent came to the loading door with an envelope in his hand. 

He waved the envelope into the passenger compartment and 
announced that the envelope had been left behind in the 
boarding room. The passenger agent asked to whom the envelope 
belonged, and there was no response. 

I I advised that he was observing this through 

h r\r\ r* pp not pH a passenger step out 

the right hand side uf. the plane looking 
his han d as th ough lie was a cknowledging 
ownership of the envelope J I advised that I I 

then went to the passenger agent and indicated that a man 
in the back, was responding. She went to the indi vidual, and 
he told her that the envelope was his. I I then returned 

to the passenger agent , got the envelope and took it back to 
the individual. I I advised he does not recall 
followed, but he did see the man go back inti 


■f-pp nner 
of the restroom o 
forward and waved 


b7C 


what immediately 
he restroom. 


He advised the outside door was 
plane started to taxi. At this time one 
to him and said that the man was still In 
advised that the Captain, overhearing, fhi 
to go back and tell the man to sit down. 


and the 
le_ 


then closed 
o t t b e g i r 1 s 

the restroom _ 

s report, told her hlC 
ghe then went; to the 


,:t 


re ar and late r c a 11. e d on the 
knocked on the door with no ; 
Captain then asked him to go 


in t e rcom 
'espouse» [ 
back and 


;o re 


die ck 


do r 1 
J a d * 


r r that she had 
vised that the 
which he did. 


[ 


Jdvised he knocked heavil; 


a very few ml n\jter. 

"I'm alright." 


>n the door and within 
H-ie man came out of the restroom and said 
"j told the man he could not stay in the 


restroom during the takeoff, and the man came out and took a 
seat in the rear on the right side of the aisle. 


b'7C 


advised that as he had seen the individual 


b'7C 


before and now noticed him leaving the restroom, he.did 
notice some difference in the man's appearance but did not 
pay any particular attention. He did not note the significance 
of the ch ange. He stat ed he went back to the cockpit and 
turned tol I and asked her to ask the man what wa: 

in the envelope. I I made the inquiry and returned with 

the report that the man had said "jus t papers". He stated 
that he then related to | all. that had happened, 

and the plane had taken off. 


18 
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| | stated that the takeoff was a normal climb 

and the plane rose to over 3,000 feet and went on cruise 
power. He advi sed that about 20 minutes after the takeoff, 

I came, and advised him that the man had returned 
to the restroomo He advised shortly thereafter, two passengers 
came forward to one of the stewardesses to report that they 
had seen a man in the back with a gun; an d they were seated 
toward the front of the plane. | | then came to the 

cockpit and indicated that one of the passengers had said 
he had observed a man in the back of the plane with a 
grenade and suggested they had better dc something about it. 

j advised a di scuss i nn among- the crew then took place; 
and they finally n.~t cd T I who ~ r : pi lot out of 

Los Angeles who was "dead heading" on the flight, to go back 
to the restroom and check for anything out of the ordinary. 

I did go back and observed the restroom, but 

found nothing. He then came to the cockpit and reported his 
findings. About this time they were starting their descent 
ttvi -r\ Hn anH Junction, Colorado. At this time the Captain asked 
I t o go back and give the area a not tier check . which he 
did; and this check was also negative. | [ then 

asked I I to go back and sit next to the unknown passenger 

who repo rtedly h ad the gun. After being there only a few 
minutes . I I o arne back to the cockpit ana reported he 

had observed something between tne individual * s legs which 
the individual was attempting to cover up. 


gun and he I.., it on[ 
"Give t h i s e n v e l o p e 
captain." He advis 
the cockpit. I 
feet , and tney anno 


sta ted that at this tome the man pulled a 
on | | and gave him an envelope saying, 

Lope to the fvirl an d have her take it to the 
1 vise d tha1 1 | bronght the envelope to 

la d vised that the elevation was about 14,000 
innounced thai: they were landing at Grand 


Junction, Colorado, w ith a h vdran1ic failure so as not 
alarm the passengers. | | advised that they then called 

the ground, advised they were landing and asked for law 
enforcement assistance on the ground. 


| | advised that at this time they opened the 

envelope and noted it was a two page note typed on what 
appeared to be an electric typewriter. He advised the note 
made demands and set out instructions that they could keep 
the note for approxima and then the subject 


wanted the note back, 
envelope marked "hijac 





ad been in an 
recalled that the 


note told tuem where to go, San V rancisco, California; when 
tn arrv,>p and what to do after takeoff. He advised that 

hen wrote a note to the subject that they would go to 
SSh Iran cisco, bu ; that it wouId be necessary to refuel. 
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I I advised that passengers were not informed 
of the activities on board. Before landing at Grand Junction, 
Colorado, the First Officer announced that Grand Junction 
could not handle the necessary repairs; and it would be 
necessary to go to San Francisco, California. The plane then 
traveled t o San Francisco. California, arriving there at 

4:15 p.m. _ advised there were no contac ts during this 

period, and th e flight was uneventful. _ advised that 

after landing» | b rought up another envelope which 

contained instructions as to what to do while on the ground, 
where to go* how much fuel, where the fuel truck would be 
parked and how many fuelers would be allowed to handle the 
fuel, how to unload the baggage and where and limiting the 
number of baggage handlers to three. The note told of the 
money demands, parachutes and was in great detail. 

I l advised that instructions of the hijacker were 

radioed into dispatch, and they sat on the ground for approxi¬ 
mately three hours fifteen minutes with the passeng ers abo ard 
while the plane was fueling and the bags unloaded. | | 

advised the hijacker instructed that the stairs be brought to 
the front of the plane, and then | | brought in an envelope 

with more instructions. He advised one of the instructions 
was to send the passenger from Seat 14B to the cockpit. It 
was also noted there was a baggage stub in the envelope. This 
baggage stub was Number 61-32-3, United-Air Lines, Denver to 
Los Angeles. 

_llater came to the cockpit to say tha t the 

subject wanted to get someone to help the man in Seat| 
bring parachutes, a suitcase and money aboard. I l said 

the two men then left the plane and brought the items aboard 
and took them to the rear where the subject was located. He 
stated he then observed the man check the suitcases for 
contents. When satisfied, he sent the two men out to get a 
checked piece of baggage. I 1 was then told to let 

everyone off; a nd she made the announcement .and all deplaned. 
One stewardess . 1 1 also left the aircraft. Five 

crew members remained which were the five previously described. 

_then brought up another note instructing that 

they taxi to the active runway and take off. They should head 
east and climb to 14,000 feet. He advised the cabin was to 
be nnn ressurized. He stated that when the plane was airborne 
I brought another letter which said "Stay at 14 ,000 and be 
over Coaldale in 30 minutes. Further instructions to follow." 

l advised there were also some warnings about not allowing 
chase planes. 
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[-UdviBed they went t'> Tonapah, Nevada, and 

later Goal dale as instructed. He stated that as they were 
traveling, the subject kept demanding to know ground speeds, 
flight speeds,, wind speeds, altimeter settings and sky 
conditions. He also advised he wanted to be notified n 5 minutes 
before crossing each VQR station*" ised that they then 

began to receive cards which looked like flight plans 
instructing that: they go to Wilson Creek and Mi 1 1ord , Utah. 

He asked for further information on settings, etc. |_| 

advised that about Milford, Utah, the^subject opened the 
aft entry door and let down the at'; air stair. He advised 
that the subject then covered the peep hole in the cockpit 
door so that t was not possible '■> abac . - ve i nto the passenger 
compartment. 

_ advised that before the plane arrived at 

Milford, subject sent the g irls in to the cockpit with the 
other crew members; but he J I was able to observe 

subject in t h& a a S s enger compartment due to a slight crack 
in the door, advised he observed k • v subject put on 

a jumpsuit and helmet as well as a parachute. He advised 
that subject put on the par achute as though he was very well 
schooled in tins manuever. | vised that the subject 

wore the chore a long time before ; he act ualy jump and af ter 
getting himself ready, the subject turned out the lights in 
the passenger compartment so he could observe the ground. 

He advised the subject could be seen moving around in the 
back as he had a flashlight in his hand which he turned on 
periodically when he wished to make certain observations. 


| [advised that on one occasion the subject could 

not get the intercom to work, and ne cam-., to the cockpit door 
and opened it - ’ ighniy. He asked for * nrmation on wind 
position and altitude. He indicated 1. n-r the plane was to 
be flown to Fairfield, Utah, and that ho was to be notified 
f i\;p m i note n before arriving over Fairf ield. He then advised 
that ! I was to pick up a new flight plan which he had 

placed on the first row on the rfpht side o f the p assenger 
compartment on the seat. I l advised that l I entered the 

passenger compartment, found the plan, but apparently could 
not observe the subject due to the darkness. The p lan sai d 
"Go to Fairfield, Utah, Price and Grand •function• " I 1 

advised he did not see the subject again, but when in the 
Provo area fe.lt a surge. At this time they concluded the 
subject ha d go ne. 


| | advised that he then went to get the next 

instructions, and the subject was gone. He advised he did 
not recall anything further concerning the activity except 
all of the notes had been returned, that it was obvious to 
him that the subject knew the airplane and area well. He 
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advised he did not feel that he could make a positive 
identification of t he subj ect should he see him at a later 
time* According to | | the subject is described as follows: 


Race 


Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Characteristics 


Dress 

b7C 


White 

Male 

27 to 30 years 
5 feet 8 inches 
150 pounds 
Blue-grey 
Yellow tan 

Wearing Black wig, believed 
lo have black hair. Wearing 
black fake moustache, glasses 
with mirrored lenses. 

Slender build. Rough features 
having bandage on right cheek 
after he was desguised. 

Wearing dress shirt with big 
collar and wide tie. Also 
■ a ynnrt coat and dark pants. 

I (advised he could not 

provide further color data 
regarding subject’s clothing. 


advised subject was observed putting on a green 
jumpsuit and black helmet which had a white mark on the back 
of the helmet. Subject also had on black gloves when he lumped 
and possibly boots. 

_expressed the view that subject’s voice was 

higher than normal pitch or desguised. 
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Encino. California, was advised 


No 


Telephone 


Rdpoi a 1_Ao^nt 


I by exhibiting to her credentials. 
| advised that she spends a considerable amount of 
time at h er parent ^ 1 home located at I I 


Telephone 


Tarzana, California, and can usually be 


reached there if not at her apartment at Encino, California. 


I l advised that she has been emplo y-fid <3-S 

a stew ardp.s^ by United Air Lines since July 3 , 1968 , I I 

. ■■ 1 was an airline stewardess aboard United Air Lines 

Flight 855 and began her trip on this flight at Denver, 
Colorado, April 7 , 1972 , I I stated this flight was 

scheduled to depart Denver, Colorado, at 2:25 P.M. , April 7, 
1972, and w as scheduled for a nonstop flight to Los Angeles, 
California. | | stated that the usual boarding 

procedure was being followed when she first noticed subject 
boarding and he caught her eye inasmuch as he was flashily 
dressed. The subject went to the back of the aircraft and 
sat on an aisle seat. During the boarding procedure, a 
passenger agent entered the airplane and announced that 
someone had left a manila envelope in the boarding area. 

The subject left the airplane and apparently was the one who 
left the envelope as he returned to the plane and his seat 
with the envelope. 


I_Istated the subject then went to the 

blue -nonm (rpstmo rn) . innVpfi t he door and stayed for quite 
a length of time. I [ stated this was reported to 

the second officer and the officer had to come back and 
open the door and she recalled hearing the second officer 
ask the subject what he had in the envelope and he remarked, 
"Just papers"o 


| p tated that after the aircraft became 

air-borne, she began ner services for the passengers. At 
this time, she recalled that several men, whom she considered 
businessmen, told her that the subject had taken a grenade 
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out of a blue case and then she immediately informed the 
crew members of this incident. She stated that she continued 
her services for other passengers and that one or two other 
businessmen approached her and advised her that the subject 
now had a gun. She states these passengers were sitting in 
the same row with the subject now had a gun. She stated these 
passengers were sitting in the same row with the subject and 
that he had told them to leave that row of seats, which she 
recalled as the second row from the last row of seats on the 

f the plane. These seats were numbered D, E and F. 
tated that she believed the subject allowed a 
woman and a boy to remain on one side of the aisle of this 
row and that he then moved to the aisle seat. She stated 
at this time she believed the subject had put on a wig and 
possibly had been wearing a wig for sometime before he 
removed the other passengers from his row. 

I | stated that she continued her services 

to the other passeng ers and that th e subject had some time 
prior to this called l ~~l one of the other stewardesses, 

and seemingly notes_^liitii_^siQ_Jj^as carrying 

to the cockpit. I. ■. ■ . Jwhispered tol Ion one 

of her early trips to the cockpit that the subject would not 
speak and that he was only writing notes or making gestures 
to her. 

I I stated that she recalled when the 

information was reported to the pilot that the subject had a 
grenade, the pilot announced that the airplane had developed 

"troub 1 e and would make a landing at Grand Junction. 

I I st-^tPri that she never did see a grenade*, however, 

she did see a gun which she described as having a square-type 
harvrpi s he was able to look at it from a side view. 

| [ stated that I | was now carrying all 

the communications from the subject to the pilot and that she 
believes the pilot made an announcement that there had been 
another change in plans ^nd rh^t the airplane was not going 
to land at Grand Junction. I | stated she believed 

the pilot made this announcement after he had been advised 
that the subject had a gun. 
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I s tated she recalled seeing a portion 
of a note that | | was carrying to the cockpit and 

hastily showed it to her. She stated she recalled the 
words "pistol - hand grenade - pin pulled" and that these 
words were typed on an envelope. 





stated that 

b7C 

of other 

notes that 

_1 


Jwas carrying from the subject 


to the cockpit and that these other notes were typewritten 
and some were in printing or handwriting. 


b7C 


b7C 


b' 


I Jstated that her assignment in the 

aircraft as a stewardess was in the coach cabin and that 
she spent most of her time in this area which was the same 
area where the subject was seated. She recalled that he 
wore gloves all of the time and that she believed he put 
th ese clnvp.R nt| after he had given his first instructions 
tol 


I [ stated that she continued h er services 

to the other passengers in the airplane and that T 
time was now being spent carrying notes from the subject to 
the cockpit. 


1 1 stated that when the plane landed at 

San Francisco, the subject told her to turn off all the 
1jants in the airplane and to go into the cockpit. I I 

|stated that while in the cockpit, she recalls reading 
a note that gave instructions to return all the other notes 
that he had written. 



I I stated that during the San Francisco 

stop, all three of the stewardesses on the plane had to sit 
on the back row with the subject during the landing of the 
plane. She stated the subject told a person that she now 
knew to be a prisoner to get the money and the parachutes 
and to bring them back to him. 

I I stated that the last time she saw the 

subject was when he aske d her to open the airplane door to 
the stairs. I I stated that this indicated to her the 

subject was acquainted with this type of airplane as the 
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b'7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 

b7C 


door to the stairs is sealed by pressure if closed and when in 
flight. She stated that when she left the rear area of the 
airplane after she had opened the pressure door that if the 
door had been closed again, the subject would have to have 
closed it. 

I Is tated that during the time she was 

opening the door, the parachutes that had been brought to 
subject had to be moved in order for her to open the door. 

She stated that she did not r ecall seeing t he subject 
talk to anyone at any time other than t d I and 

that she did not obser ve him smoking, eating or drinking at 
any time. I I stated that when all the airline 

personnel were in the cockpit after being en route from 
San Francisco that su bject had to come to the cockpit door 
and shout into it for i I to come outside for him to 

give her another note. She stated the PA system was not 
working properly in the airplane at this time. 

I I stated that she did not know at what 

area the subject left the plane; however, the crew members 
felt a pressure change and that she was with some of the 
other employees who went back to the rear of the airplane 
and the stairwell, and after looking around thoroughly could 
no longer see the subjects 

I I stated that she also recalled that the 

subject carried aboard a blue navy-colored bag that had red 
piping and he may have possibly carried another bag with him. 

_ furnished the following description of 

the subject: 


Race 

Sex 

Nationality 
Age 

Height 

Build 

Eyes 


White 

Male 

American 
Around 30 
5 ’ 6 " 
Medium 
Blue-grav 
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Facial 

Character!sties 


Hair 


Attire 


Scars and Marks 
Voice 


Remarks 


Pitted lace; 

Thin lips; 

Small mouth 

Wore a dark brown wig; 

Had a big mustache 
Wore mirror sunglasses; 

Wore a shocking-pink shirt 
with large collar, when 
bnar»d i ng t he ai.rplane ; 

Believed he wore a dark-colored 
suit that possibly had pink 
stripes and was of Edwardian 

I stated she believed 
subject changed to a white 
shirt later in the flight and 
this change was made after 
the aircraft left San Francisco 
Ho noticedole tattoos or scars 
Normal without accent. When 
subject did speak, he talked 
in a slow, definite loud voice 
giving short orders and to the 
point. I I stated 

she did not hear the subject- 
talk very often, but recalls 
this in the few words that he 

Owl 

I stated at one time 
she was able to observe the 
subject by peeking out of the 
cockpit door and that he was 
then wearing a black helmet 
and had a military-type 
jumpsuit on. 
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P. 1 4/11/72 

Date_ 

I I stewardess for United Airlines 

(UAL), who i s home based at Los Angelas Ca lifornia, with 
residence at I k partment! I Los Angeles, b7C 

California, telephone | | provided the following infor¬ 

mation : 

She was the □ stewardess (chief stewardess) on 
UAL scheduled Flight 855 from Denver, Colorado to Los Angeles, 
California on April 7, 1972. The flight originated at Denver 
and departed at approximately 2:35 PM, Prior to the departure 
of the flight a UAL employee brought a large manilla envelope 
aboard the aircraft and inquired of thp nasspnga rs as to its b7C 
ownership. She stated stewardess ! I state d she 

located a male passenger who claimed to be the owner. | | 

then delivered the envelope to that individual who was seated 
in seat 20D located in the last row on the left side of the 
aircraft. This passenger eventually was the person responsible 
for hijacking the UAL aircraft. 

I H statpd that after the individual had received 

the envelope he went into the ri ght rear rest room. She then 
notified the Captain who a dvised! I to have the man return 

to his seat for take off. I I stated she knocked three 

or four times on the restroom door and asked the man to return b7C 
to his seat fn-n ^Vp nff. The individual refused to return 
to his seat and ! I then notified the Captain. The Second 

Officer then went to the rest room and was successful in having 
the individual return to his seat. 


I I did not observe the individual prior to his 

entering the restroom, 

I H related that this individual departed the 

rest room with a suitcase and the manilla envelope. She asked b7c 
the individual what was in the envelope to which he replied 
"Just papers". 

Approximately 15 to 20 minutes after take off a_ 

passenger from the rear of the plane went to Stewardess ! I 

and stated "the man in the rear of the plane has a handgrenade". 


On 


by 


4/8/72 


SA 


at Salt Lake City , Utah _pjj e # SU 164-36 

b7C 


/ cj 


-Date dictated 


4/11/72 
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I I immediately advised the Pilot who in turn 

notified the passengers through the public address system that 
the aircraft would be landing at Grand Junction, Colorado due 
to a hydraulic problem. 


A short time later two passengers advised I I that 

a nasRp.np pr in the rear had a pun who had given them a note for 
I t give to the Pilot. I "T he! i everi this note to 

have read "grenade pin pulled, pistcJ". 

I J stated an off-duty UAL pilot, whom she did 

not know, then came forward and provided her with an envelope 
and stated she was to deliver it to the Pilot. This envelope 
contained a number of pages of flight instructions and demands 
which included in part that the plane be diverted to San 
Francisco where UAL was to have $500,000.00 in cash and four 
parachutes available. The envelope also contained one 
handgrenade pin and a bullet. 

The instructions required the P ilot: to return all 
notes to the hijacker. The Pilot advised ! I to request 

the hijacker allow the Pilot to retain the instructions until 
such time as they were no longer needed as the instructions 
were too extensive to memorize. The hIj ^ cker jn dicated he was 
agreeable to this by nodding his head to I I In addition 

to nodding his head the hijacker shook his h and conta ining the 
handgrenade in a clenched fist style towards I I 

I "1 stated the aircraft landed in San Francisco 

at approximately 4:20 PM where the passenger baggage was 
immediately removed from the plane. After the passenger 
baggage was unloaded onto the airstrip the hijacker ordered 
that a Federal prisoner aboard the airplane and a UAL employee 
leave the airplane to obtaine the $500 ,00 0.00 and the parachutes 
and return them to the aircraft. I "T sfated the prisoner 

and UAL employee returned to the aircraft with two flight bags 
supposedly containing the money and three parachutes, one of 
which appeared to have opened. 
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The hijanker also ordered that his luggage from the 
baggage compartment be brought to him aboard the plane. She 
described the hijacker's suitcase as medium size and had a large 
black and green plaid pattern. 


b 


She stated subsequent to the baggage being removed 
and the ransom money an d parach utec being delivered, the 
hijacker gave a note tol ~1 ordord ng all of the passengers 
to deplane, stating the stewardesses were to remain aboard. 
After thy passengers had deplaned the hijacker told Stewardess 
she could also leave. The hijacker then handed 
l a note to deliver to the pilot ordering the pilot to 
take off immediately. She est imated the time of take off at 
approximately 6:30 PM. I [ stated she retained this 

particular note and had put it in her purse. 


Approximately 10 minutes af ter take off at Sen 
Francisco the hijacker told l V \d Stewardess I 

to go forward and sit directly behind the bulkhead where they 
remained until approximately 30 minutes prior to the hijacker 
jumping from the aircraft. At t hat time th e hijac ker came 
forward to the bulkhead and told I l and l I to turn off 

all the lights in the cabin and then go into the cockpit with 
the crew. 


in 

his 


At this time 


stated the hijacker was dressed 


a light olive military style flight suit, a gas mask on 
face and a white towel over hxs head. 


] 

b7C 


b'7C 


A short time prior to the time that it was believed 
by the crew that the hijacker jumped from the aircraft he 
provided a note to the pilot containing additional flight 
instructions which directed the crew to pick up additional 
notes containing other instructions at various intervals. 
These notes had been placed on various seats in the cabin of 
the aircraft. 
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Subsequent to 


picking up the second note the 


crew felt a movement in the aircraft which they believed to 
have been made by the hijacker when he bailed out of the plane. 
I "1 stated their position at that time was in the Prcvo, 

Utah, area. 


After the movement of the plane was felt]_I 

departed the cockpit and went to the to pick up the 

additional set of instructions. When she returned to the 
cockpit she informed the Pilot she could not observe. the 
hijacker in the aircraft. The pilot then instructed ! I 

to return to the area of the second note on the pretense she 
could not locate it in an attem pt to ma ke another observation 
of the cabin for the hijacker. I "I siated she then walked 

to the rear of the aircraft and determined the hijacker was not 
in the plane. 


b7C 


The cabin lights were then turned on and a search 
of the cabin area began by the crew. 


I I era ted that the Pilot then turned the aircraft 

towards the Salt Lake City International Airport where they 
landed. 


| | provided the following description of the 

hijacker: 


Race 

Sex 

Nationality 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Complexion 

Build 

Speech 

Hair 


Whi te 
H.a r 

Arne v x. can 

27 

S f 5 ” 

140-150 

Dark, pock marked cheeks 
Heavy from hips down. 

medium from waist up 
Normal 

Dark wig, false bushy 
mustache, dark bushy 
eyebrows 
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Characteristics Small ba ndaid on left 

cheek starting from 

__ , . . corner of mouth 

Clothing At Time Navy blue jacket with red 

of Take Off From bands 1/2-inch vertical 

Denver stripes spaced at approxi¬ 

mate Iv I 1/2 inches; 

Navy blue doubleknit dress 
s lacks; 

Cream colored background 
with green flowered shirt; 

Wide dark-. Navy blue, tie; 

Blue sox: 

haw Diue oxford type shoes 
with band of beige across 
toe ; 

Black gloves, silver watch, 
reflector lense sunglasses 
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INTERIOR SEARCH OF UNITED AIR LINES 
PLANE NUMBER 7425, FLIGHT 855 
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) 



A physical search for real evidence was conducted 
in the interior of United Airlines Plane No* 7426, also known 
as Flight 855 at the Salt Lake City International Airport. 

Found in the left and right rear restrooms were 
used paper towels , paper cups, kleenex, and a paper head 
rest cover. 

Found in and around seats 19 A, B, C, located in 
front of the hijacker ? s seat were miscellaneous paper items 
that included three magazines in seat pouch, three disposal 
bags, three B72-7 instruction sheets, cigarette butts and 
gum and peanut wrappers. 


Interviewed on 


4/8/72 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


File # 


Salt Lake City 
164-36 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


4/8/72 


Date of transcription ____ 


A search tor physical evidence was conducted in 
the interior (passenger and pilots’ section) of United 
Airlines (UAL) Plane No* 7426, UAL Flight No. 855, at the 
Salt Lake City International Airport 

After UAL flight personnel indicated to searching 
Agents where the hijacker sat and moved within the aircraft, 
Agents found in the pilot’s compartment on the floor near the 
rudder peddles of the port side flight station, two pilot’s 
pre-flight check list, typewritten On top of a suitcase, 
which sat to the left of the captain’s chair (port side) 
was found three separate pieces of paper, written by the 
pilot and bearing directions from the hijacker* In a waste 
paper container on the co-pilot’s chair (starboard side) was 
found a fourth written piece of paper bearing directions from 
the hijacker* 

Found on top of a black purse in seat 1-D, was a 
3x5 piece of paper yellow in color, handwritten in pencil, 
bearing the description; 

"Everybody off now except stewardesses. They 
stay put. Get the hell off the GD. Re quick about it - 
use this runway. 

Because it was reported the hijacker took a drink 
using a paper cup from the forward water fountain, the 
contents of the forward waste container was collected. 


Intervivwad on 

SA 


4/8/72 


Salt Lake City 

Salt Lake City, Utah „ 164-36 

.at, -— -__-L_'_,_File it __ 


by 


b7 


k s a 


4/8/72 


Date dictated 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


4/10/72 


P. 1 


Examination was made of United Airlines (UAL) 
Airplane No. 7426, at the Salt Lake City International 
Airport, and the following items of evidence were obtained: 

Latent prints removed from the rear restroom, port 

side. 


Miscellaneous paper material from seats In the rear 
of the airplane occupied by the hijacker. 

Pieces of a mirror painted orange on the back of the 
mirror pieces; piece of metal, possibly mirror holder: and 
small piece of wire were removed from the rear steps of the 
airplane, which steps were apparently used by the hijacker to 
depart from the airplane. 


4/8/72 


Interviawad on 

saI 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


Salt Lake City 
164-36 


. at 


File # 


b7C 


ksa 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4 / 10 


Date of transcription 


I I Un x ted Air-ii nes (UAL) Pilo t , 

Headquar tered at Chicago, Illinois, residence ! I 

I I Himripp . Illinois 9 residence telephone number 

I ~l was contacted at the Salt Lake City International 

Airport and furnished a package containing the following for 
latent fingerprint examinationi 

S1x UAL seat be11s xram P1ane No, 74/6 

Eight latent lifts of unknown value obtained 
from UAL Plane No, 74C6 

Film pack of photographs of latent lifts obtained 
from UAL Plane No, 74 2 6 


|_| advised that he would fly the package to 

Chicago, Illinois on Flight 278, leaving the Salt Lake City 
International Airport at 3;00 P.M, , April 8, 1972. and at 
J 37 C Chicago, Il linois, he wo uld turn the package over to Captain 
C. H . AKE o I I would deliver the package containing 

latent fingerprint evidence to a FBI representative at the 
National Airport, Washington u, C* 


Interviewed on 


4/8/72 


at 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


File # 


Salt Lake City 
164-36 


by 


SA 


b7C ksa 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/10 / 7 2 


Date of transcription 


r I U nited Airlines (UAL), 

Headquartered at Chicago* Illinois, residence |_ I 


Deerfield, Illinois, residence telephone number|_ 


J 


was contacted at the Salt Lake City International Airport and 
was furnished a package containing the following Items: 


ENVELOPE 


CONTENTS 


LOCATION OBTAINED 


No, 

1 

H.1 j acker ’ s f 11 gh t plans ; 

Demand note 

Pilot's CompartJ 

No. 

2 

Contents of forward 
waste container 

F orw ar d Re s t r ooi 

No. 

3 

Miscellaneous paper 
material from hijacker's 
seat 

Seats 19 A,B,C 

No. 

4 

As Above 

Seats 20, D,E,F 

No. 

5 

As Above 

Seats 19, D,E,F 

No« 

6 

As Above 

Seats <r 0 , A, B , C 

No. 

7 

Waste papers from port side 
rear restroom 

Rear restroom, 
Port side 

No. 

8 

As Above 

As Above 

No. 

9 

Waste papers starboard 
side rear restroom 

Rear restroom, 
Starboard side 

No. 

10 

Latent prints 

Rear Restroom 
Port side 

No. 

11 

Piece of hijacker's 
mirror 

Rear Loading 
Steps 


4/8/72 


Intirvlswsd on 
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The package was addressed to Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Washington, D C«, Attention:' FBI Laboratory 


I_Jadvised that he was departing Salt 

Lake City International Airport via UAL Flight 166 at 8:00 a,M„ 
Upon arriving in Denver, Colorado, he would turn the package 
L/C over to the Captain of Flight 166. who would arrive at Dulles 

International Airport at 2:45 P,K." lie said that he would 
instruct the Captain to turn tine package over to a FBI representat 
who would meet him at the plane. 
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Dote of transcription 


4/10/72 


P. 1 


I_|United Air lines (UAL), Salt La ke 

City International Airnort. advtoprl t-h at* | ~~1 

I Leaving the Salt Lake City 

international Airport at 8:00 A.M., Apr il 8, 1972. would turn the 
package containing FBI eviden ce over t o | [ 

UAL Pilot, Denver, Colorado. I lurhn Headquartered out 

of Denver, Colorado, would turn the package over to a FBI 
representative at Dulles International Airport upon arrival there 
at approximately 2:45 P.M* 


Interviewed on *1 / 8 / 7 z 


by 


SAI 


Salt Lake City 

n» Salt Lake City , Utah F ,- t . # 164-36 

b'7C 


f ksa 


Date dictated 


4/10/72 
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Date of transcription 


4/10/72 


P. 1 


I , u u j United Airlines (UAL), 

Flight No. 855, Denver, Colorado, to Los Angeles, California, 
April 7, 1972, was interviewed at the Salt Lake City Inter¬ 
nation Airport. 

I I advised that since last contacted by a 

representative of the FBI, he recalled that the hijacker, in 
his first note, wanted to know an exact name of UAL official 
who would handle hijacker's demands in San Francisco. 

I I said that he felt that because of this 

request by the hijacker, the possibility exists that the 
hijacker knew the names of UAL personnel at San Francisco. 


Interviewed on 


4/8/72 


at 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


File # 


Salt Lake 
164-36 
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by 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Date __4/8^72 


tt j a* P? e described items were discovered on 

United Airlines plane number 7426 and were initialed and 
collected for evidence: 

1. Seat 19D: An open pack of Kool cigarettes, 
cigarette butts from ashtray, and one business 
card; 

2. Seat 19F: Cigarette butts from ashtray 5 

3. Seats 20D, E and F: All items in the pockets 
°f.these seats,.to wit. United Airlines 
^^i^lir^r Magazines, airplane emergency cards, 
and white air sickness bags. Also, cigarette 
butts from ashtrays. 



4/8/72 

at Salt Lake City, Utah 

Filp # SU 

164-36 

SA 


I / ei 

—Date dictated — 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date _4/ 8/72 


During examination of United Airlines plane number 
742 6 at Salt Lake City International Airport * the following 
latent fingerprints were obtained t 

Lifts from arm rests-seats 18A 9 B, D 19F (two 
prints) 9 19D (two prints), and 19C* 

The above lifts were photographed 0 

Also obtained were seatbelts from seats 20A, B, C. 
D, E, and F. 


On 4/8/72 


b7C 


i ty^ Utah 


by 


SA 


\ cj snsb 
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FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date i/1/12 


The below listed items were found in the interior 
of United Airlines plane number 7426, These items were 
marked 9 tagged and initialed for submission as physical 
evidence s 

1 0 One seat headcover found in the toilet bowl 
of the port rear restroom,, 

2. Several pieces of a torn note found in the 
rear pocket of seat 20A o 


On 


by 


4/8/22. 


.at 


Salt Lake City 9 Utah 


SA 
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Date _ 4/9/72 


Pursuant to a search warrant issued at Salt Lake 
City, Utah, on April 9, 1972, by Uo S. Magistrate A. M. 
FERRO, the premises at 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, 
were searched. 

During the course of searching the residence, a 
folded chart was located in the top middle drawer of the 
buffet on the north wall of the living room. The folded 
chart bore the title "United States Government - Flight 
Information Publication, Enroute Low Altitude - U.S." The 
chart bore the effective date of 3 Febo 1972, and an ex¬ 
piration date of 2 Mar. 1972» 

The chart was marked and retained as evidence. 


On 4/9/72 wt _ Provo, Utah F » P # SU 164-36 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P 0 1 tw. 4/9/72 


Pursuant to a search warrant issued at Salt Lake 
City, Utah, on April 9, 1972, by U, S. Magistrate A. M. 

FERRO, the premises at 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, 
were searched» 

During the course of the search, located in a small 
storage room at the northwest corner of the residence was a 
faded olive drab color canvas carrying bag bearing number 
8460-606-8366, and the manufacturer’s name, Eastern Canvas 
Products, Inc. Located in the bag was a blue and white 
parachute which had not been folded but merely stuffed into 
the bag, a black parachute jump harness, and a black helmet. 

All of the above were marked and retained as 

evidence„ 

The bag was located along the north wall of the 
room, stacked on top of other military-type duffel bags, 
approximately six feet off the floor. 


On 


by 


4/9/72 _ at _ Provo r 


SA 

SA 


Utah 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


4/12/72 


Dote of transcription 


I .1 i j 1 Customer 

Services, United Airlines (UAL), Salt Lake City jLa±ama±juaiLal 
Airport. telephone number- 521-2166 , adv ised th^tl 
I l Ramp Serviceman, UAL, residence^ 

Salt Lake City, Utah, tupped .ca/er the following pilot's pre- 

flight check list, which|_| found in the pocket of Seat 

UAL A irplane 7 4 26 . that was apparently left behind by the 
hijacker* I [advised that 3-B appearing on top of 

the pilot's preflight check list was written by him. 


Interviewed on 

SA 


4/8/72 


Salt Lake City, Utah , u 

at „ -.__ L-L__Fi|« # 


by 


b7C 

/ ksa 


Dato dictated 


Salt Lake City 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Dote of transcription 


4/12/72 


I I Ramp Serviceman, United 

Airlines ( UAf.) . Sait Lake City Intern ational Ai rport, residence 
I ^ telephone number | 1 advised that on 

April 8 , 1972, he found pilot's preflight check list, Federal 
Aviation Agency form 7233-1, in the pocket of Seat 3-B. UAL k 
Airplane 7^26. He turned this form over to I I 

Operating Chief, Customer Services, UAL, Salt Lake City, as 
the form had apparently been used by the hijacker. 


Interviewed on 


4/10/ 7 2 


_at 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


Salt Lake City 

File # 3-6 4 -36 . 


by 


SA 


b'7C 


ksa 


Date dictated 


4/11/72 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


4/12/72 


P. 1 


I I United Airlines (UAL), 

San Franc isco International Airport. San Francisco, California, 
reside nce! ~ Santa Clara, California, telephone 

number ! \ contacted at the Salt Lake City Inter¬ 

national Airport, and was furnished with two envelopes addressed 
to the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D, C 
Attention: FBI Laboratory, The envelopes contained the following 

items of ev i .denee: 


Federal Aviation Agency Form 
pilot's preflight check liat. 
from UAL Airplane 7426, b- 
Ramp Serviceman, UAL, 


213 - 1 , 


Dictated hand printing samples obtained from 
RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, u*R. 


I a dvised that he was departing Salt 

Lake City international Airport from Flight 166, at 8:00 A.M., 
April 9 , 1972., upo n arriving in Dpnvpr. rn 1nr^o 1 he would turn 
the packa ge over to l ^ ) UAL, residence 

telepho ne I L Denver, Colorado, He said that he would 

instruct ) | to turn the package over to a FBI representative 

who wouId meet him at Dulles International Airport upon arrival 
at approximately 2:45 P..M„ 


4/9/72 Salt Lake City, Utah 

Interviewed on-of _- 




b7C 

SA 


ksa 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


4/12/72 


[ 


lSalt Lake Ci ty, 


Tk 


who is a 


Vietnam 

-I 


Utah, telephonically advised that he and I 
are acqu ainted with a RICHARD F. MC COY, 

veteran. I I stated that according to | _ 

MC COY has had discussions with several members of the " 

National Guard at the time of previous hijackings. During 
these discussions, MC COY had pointed out mistakes the 
previous hijackers had made and had said that if he were 
to ever g et involved wit h a hijackiji£_^^ 2 ^^j?£uld ask for 
$500 ,000 . \ [stated that I Iwas presently 

at his and _|s home : and they were preparing to 

go on a National Guard drill. I l was requested to 

come immediately to the Salt Lake City Office of the FBI 
for an in Hp.pth interview ^ nd to brin d | with him. 

pid [agreed to this. 


I 


b'?C 


/ 7 2 


at Salt Lake City, Utah File # SU 164-36 
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SU 164-36 
JLT:dls 
1 


b7C 


The following, 
Lake City, Utah, by SA 


bwpfitigatinn conducted at Salt 

|on April 8 , 1972 ; 


During the telephone call from 


] 


[ 


provided by [ 


1 Sal t Lake City, Utah, the information 
Hwas discussed wi th Assist ant Special 
R. SCHAEFER by SA I I and l I 


Agent in Charge VICTOR _ _ _ 

I I concurre d t hat an in depth int erview was needed 


with £ 


id thj 
and^ 


] 
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INTERVIEW OF 




FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Dat® of transcription 


4/8/72 


b7( 


b7 


r* 


b7C 


I l Salt 

Lake City, Utah, Utah Highway Patrolman, was interviewed 
at the Office of the FBI, 125 South State Street, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, 

I 1 stated that 

RICHARD F. MC COY, JR,, 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, 
telephone number 375-2930, 


|___| stated that MC COY is a Brigham Young 

University (BYU) student, is a sky diver, who jumps out of 
the Alta Airport in Salt Lake City, Utah, on a regular 
basis. He is a Vietnam veteran, and has served two years 
in Vietnam; one year of which was as a helicopter pilot. 


[ 


■^proximately three weeks to one month ago, 


1 


and MC COY had a conversation concerning a 


hijacking of an airplane that had recently taken place. 

In the discussion of this hijacking, MC COY stated that it 
would be possible for someone to hijack a plane and get 
away with it provided he did certain things. One of the 
things that would be necessary for this person to do would 
be to have extra parachutes in the plane that could be 
thrown out while in flight to confuse people. The para¬ 
chutes would be examined for beepers, and the dummy para¬ 
chutes would contain the beepers« MC COY also stated that 
in the recent hijacking, the hijackers did not demand 
enough money, and that if he were to do it, he would demand 
at least $500,000,00 


on the n 

unlrnnun_ 


stated that at approximately 9:30 P.M., 
■gTTT 61 Ap^il 1 ?, 1972 . MC COY's Ri'st pr-in-lau. name 
lived with MC COY | | called 

_pnd wanted to know where MC COY was. She wanted 


to know if MC COY was on a mission of some sort 


4/8/72 Salt Lake City, Utah 

Interviewed " " - at ^ ._ ", . , 


SA 


u 

o 

A 

1 

SA 


JLT/ksa 
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S’J 130-39 
P . 2 


I E tated that he attempted to reach 

MC COY at approximately 11:30 and the sister-in-law 

answered and stated that MC CO Y war, not rionp They discussec^ 7 
the hijacking briefly, and the | | stated that she D ' 

b7C was "scared to death," as MC COY had tried to get her to 

help him on a hijacking* During this conversation, MC CCY’s 
sister-in-law stated that the wire of MC COY had left at 
approximately 8;0G P.M , and had not returned by 11:30 P,M. 
to midnight. 


I I stated that MC COY and his wile ha"e a 

lot of money troubles and have argued frequently about this 
in the past* 

I "I that he was on duty the entire 

night of April ?, 19/2 - April 8, 1972, with the Utah Highway 
Patrol, and when he arrived home early in the morning of 
April 8 , 1972 , his wife told him that Mr rnv had r.=> i led at 
flnnrrwirnatal y 1:30 A,M., and asked for | I 

■ ■■ ■ ....i I. wife thought it was a little odd that MC COY 

did not engage her in any type of conversation at all 
inasmuch as th e v are fair 1v close friends and when MC COY 
found out that| | was not home, he simply hung 

up the telephone. 


In the discussion concerning hi. jacking, | 
said that MC COY talked about any hijacking he would be 
involved in would be a "big operation." He stated that if 
the plane that he would be on was being followed by chase 
planes, he would make it known to these chase planes that 
he had also planted a bomb on a second plane in order to 
get them to withdraw. MC COY also stated that if he ever 
got the half million dollars, he would leave the country. 
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I ladded that MC COY flies frequently 

and is completely familiar with the filling out of the 
FAA flight plan forms , and because of .his association 
with the military, would have access to these forms. 
Additionally, MC COY has his own military type flight 
w?ui jump »uitM , helmet and jumping boot-*,. 

I nn Jstated that in view of MC COY's 

past military experience in Vietnam, that it would be 
possible for him to have a grenade and he believes that 
MC COY does in fact, have several pistols and possibly a 
rifle» 

I ]furnished the following background 

and descriptive data on MC COY: 


Race 

wni te 

Sex 

Male 

Age 

29 

Height 

5 1 9” - 5' ID" 

Weight 

160-165 pounds 

Hai r 

Reddish btown (s traggly) 


medium length 

L y e s 

Hazel 

Remarks 

Mild pock marks on cheeks 


(possibly acne) 

Sometimes wears reddish 
brown (walrus type) 
mustache (had one a week 
ago) 

Dimple in chin 
Bushy eyebrows, brown 
Sideburns full to bottom o 
ear, squared off 

Voice High pitched voice when 

excited. 
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*nd CO 


U 16 ! 1 5 


Bui Id 


Vehicle 


Relatives 


Mi litary 


Medium above waist; hips and 
thighs protruding "gorilla 
type" 

1966 four-door Dtfge , 
blue in color; dark green 
Vo1ksw aven. year unkno wn 
Fatrier - I I 

resides in North Carolina 
Mother - Name unknown, resides p 
In North Carolina 
Wife - Name unknown, residee 

r * i p rovo ^ 

Utah 

Children - Two 
Currently member" of llbth 
E ng i n e e rs Natl on a1 Guard 
Armory , Murray, Utah 


MC COY is known to have a green three toot by 
two foot by fourteen inch almost square piece of luggage* 
and also a green or bluish gray clothing bag. 
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REQUEST FOR SUBJECT’S 
MILITARY RECORD 



S U 1 b 4 - 3 6 
JLT nils 
1 


nl .1 owing investigation was conducted 
kt Sait Lake City, Utah,on April 8 


by SA 
, 1972; 


Following the suggestion of the nam e RTCMARP F. 

MC COY, JR., as a suspect in instant case, SA | I 

St. Louis Division, was telephonically contacted and was 
requested to cause an immediate searc h of anv Ar my records 
under the name RICHARD F. MC COY, JR. I " was requested 

to attempt to locate any handprinting and handwriting of 
MC COY and upon locating this handprinting and handwriting, 
to immediately advise the Bureau and Salt Lake City of its 
location. 


I I Salt Lake 

City, Utah, was telephonically contacted at the Army Aviation 
Center and was requested to obtain the .Sr r y i re Mum her. Date 
of Birth and Place of Birth of MC COY. | advised 

that MC COY's Service Number was 2 3V o62 ' /y , ms da t e of 
birth is December 7, 1942, and place of birth was Kinston, 
North Carolina. 


Th -? 


1n for mation was immediately f urnished 
[S enior Resident Agent, at the St, 


to SA 
Louis 


Record Center, St. Louis, Missouri 


>A 


] 


St. Louis Division, subsequently 
advised the Salt Lake City Division that Army 


telephonically 

records had been located bearing handprint ing and handwriting 


SA[ 


of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR 
these records taken to the Laboratory 
Wash i ng-rnn . D. 0. , by an Agent of the 
itated that these records 


I was advised to have 
at FBI Headquarters in 
St. Louis Division, 
would be immediately 


flown as requested. 
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FD-30 ; sftev, i- o9) 


b'7C 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P, 1 


Date 


4/8/72 


b'7C 


RICHARD F* HC COY, JR, was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agents as Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He was advised he was being 
questioned concerning the hijacking of a United Airlines 
passenger plane enroute from Denver, Colorado to Los Angeles, 
California on April 7, 1972. He was advised of his rights 
and presented with a waiver of rights form which he executed. 

MC COY claimed he had nothing to do with the hijacking 
and that he was home at 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, with 
his wife on the evening of April 7, 1972. He argued his 

privacy was being invaded by having to answer questions 
regarding his activities and said it was no ones business 
where he was the previous evening.. 


MC COY was advised that he fit the description of 
the hijacker r s description and was also a qualified pilot 
and parachutist _ He repeated he die not commit the hijacking 
but did state that he went out to dinner returning home 
between 11:00 and 11:30 PM. 


HOY was advised that it was reported that D 
was looking for him on the evening of April 


1972 and could not find him and that his wife had left home at 
8:00 PM and that he had not returned home until approximately 
1:30 AM on April 8, 1972. MC COY denied that any of the above 
events occurred. 


Additionally MC COY was told he was reported to have 
talked about how to successfully hijack a plane whereupon he 
claimed everyone talked about it and it was nothing unusual. 

MC COY advised that he would graduate from Brigham 
Young University (BYU) at Provo, Utah in August of 1972 and 
received a degree in law enforcement which he would use to obtain 
a job with the police department to fly helicopters. In view 
of his educati.cn lie warned he was well a ware of interrogation 
tactics and could not be intimidated. 


On 


by 


4/8/72 


LA 


5 

SA 


t DJB:cj 

“SAj 
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SU 164-36 
P. 2 


It is noted that MC COY was located and the inter¬ 
view commenced at the Army Operations Center, Salt Lake City 
International Airport, Salt Lake City, Utah. After being 
approached and the foregoing information furnished, MC COY 
was asked whether he had an automobile, to which he replied 
that he had a 1969 Volkswagen, which was parked behind a 
hangar in the vicinity of the Army Operations Office. The 
Agents and MC COY proceeded to the vicinity of the automobile 
where it was requested that permission be granted to search 
his automobile, He was told that Agents had no right to 
search his automobile unless he so consented. He advised 
that he would consent to the search of his automobile and he 
signed and executed a Consent to Search Form. MC COY 
personally unlocked the vehicle — a 1969 green Volkswagen, 
North Carolina License L 5007 — and was present during the 
search. Nothing appearing to be of an evidentiary nature 
was obtained. 


MC COY was carrying a green Army case which he 
opened and exhibited to the Agents which contained a new 
military type helmet, olive drab in color. 


MC COY stated that he had no objection to photographs 
being made of him, and he was photographed with a 4 X 5 
camera with a Polaroid attachment at the Army Operations 
Center, Salt Lake City Airport. He agreed and permitted 
three photographs to be made. 


MC COY was asked if he had any objection to 
completing an interview at the Salt Lake City Office of 
the FBI. He said no; however, he asked if he had to come 
and was advised that no he did not, that he was free to 
come and go at his choosing. He advised that he had no 
objection to completing the interview at the Salt Lake City^ 
Office and he was thereafter transported to the Salt Lake City 
Of fice. 


At the Salt Lake Cit y Office th e interview was 


continued by SA's 


and 


b7C 
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SU 1 6 ; j - 36 

P. 3 


MC COY reiterated that he had not been involved 
in the hijacking situation, that he had no knowledge thereof 
and could" furnish no information which might be of assistance 
in this investigation. 

MC COY was asked by SA _ if he would .furnish 

handprinting samples to which he consented. He was furnished 
several white 3 X 5 cards and if was reouested that he b >C 

handprint a dictated specimen which he did and is as follows: 
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t'/£#r 3ooy off jifrfc/ 
EJiC&F 'ST&H/ftRDFS'S 

jw ^Thy fisr 
&£TTt& BEU 

/*x r~s r? —ril r— /Os 



//>i) m 

IfliH WAV 


•' i» 

i 
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SU 1Co-3 6 

P. 4 


After completion of the above, MC COY said he 
would furnish no further specimens and desired to see an 
attorney. The specimens were taken and MC COY insisted 
th^f rfev be returned to him.- he was advised that he had 
voluntarily given these specimens and they would not be 
returned to him and would be retained by the FBi. < 


MC COY advised that he would not answer any 
additional questions concerning the hijacking as he nad not 
been involved. 


no 

his right an 
University s 
declined to 
relating to 
treated and 
by a doctor- 
Provo, Utah* 
the doctor* 
removed the 
fly a he id. co 


to ft 

;y 

on 

Vet t ■- 

irday 

S 




MC 

;0Y w 

ri 

he d' 

Id 

do 

and 

ro mo 

V 1 

t ha t 

hi 

s r 

i gh. ! 

v t oo 

t 

obsei 

v a 

t ion, 

He ciu 

cast 

pi 

ace 

d o' 

i his 


1 igai 

vie < > 

-t <r- »» 

t v> 





: < >;; i •; o i e a that he w a s 1 i m p i n g a 
k e iri ci skiing accident with a 
ki class two to three weeks ago: 
give the name of the instructor 
the injury other than to state i 
he had been put in an ankie cast, 
ar the Brigham Young Unive t' sity 
He advised that he did not ree 
He advised that he persona11y, 
cast approximately two days ago 
p-t-, 3 -/i very easily with a cast and 
Anril 8 , 19 7 2, 


s he had injuret 
Brigham Young 
however, he 
or informatior 
t had been 
it that time 
Health Clinic, 
ail the name of 
himself, had 
as he could not 
he had desired 


ed his boots from both feet and stated 
was swollen, which was confirmed by 
vised that he had been treated and a 
right ankle for ’’pulled tendons cr 
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ns 


r\ 


£ 


HC COY stated he did not want to answer any more 
questions and wanted a lawyer at which time the interview 
was terminated. 

The following background and descriptive data was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Nationality 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Characteristics 


Peculiarities 


Social Security Number 
Father 

Step-mother 

Mother 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

White 

Male 

American 

December 7, 1942 (Age 29) 
Kinston, North Carolina 
5 y 10" 

165 to 170 

Brown, receding, medium 
length, shaggy in back 
Blue 

8-inch circular scar on 
left side of nose; 

8-inch circular scar op 
left bicep (both from 
shrapnel); 

1/8 inch circular scar 
on right inside thigh 
(from shrapnel) 

Large protruding ears, 
owns toupe same color as 
own hair; 

Has grown walrus type light 
brown mustache; 

Has small mole on left cheek 
237-66-2779 _ 

Raleigh, Nort h Carolina , 

Same Address 


Cove City, North Carolina 
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,ra*o mutic 30-06 ; 

1906 Springfield 30-06 bolt; 

1964 Browning automatic 
12 gauge magnum.; 

196^ Browrung .22 semi- 
automatic: 

B/’own' ng double barre 1 
12 gauge shotgun; 

Hauser 9mm bolt; 

No pistols 

Education 1961 graduate of Needham 

Broughton High School , 

R a.l e i g h . North Carolina.; 

■ ru! of ^961 at BYU, Provo, 
Ut an ; £ a 11 o i 1.9 6 5 , BY U ; 

1970 to present at BYU 

Military 1962 to 1965 - Regular Army 

and Airborne Special Forces 
(1964 to June 1965 in 
Vietnam); 

January 1966 - Army Helicopter 
school; 

March, 1967 through 1970 - 
U. S. Army 
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Helicopter pilot, teletype 
operator, demolitions 
expert and parachutist 
Warrant Officer, 1457th 
Engineering Battalion, 
Headquarters, American Fork, 
Utah, earning approximately 
$500.00 per quarter 
i bo g L -av four-door Pj.ym. uth 
with North Carolina license 
platest 

1969 green Volkswagen with 
Worth Carolina license 

MC cov receives G * X • educational beneti. t.s in the 

amount of $243 per month. 

I t was also noted that the skin on MC C01 ' s right 
index finger was up over the fingernail, appealing the 
fingernail was bitten or broken below the end of the index 
finger. 


Special Training 
Present Military 

V e n i c .1 e •- 


7 0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Date 4/10/72 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,, was interviewed at his 
residence* 306 South 2nd Provo, Utah. MC COY was 

advised by SA | l of his rights as shown on an b7C 

executed Warning and Waiver Form which he read and signed. 

He was also advised of the nature of the inquiry, the 
extortion from an interstate carrier. He said he understood 
his rights and the nature of the inquiry and advised as 
follows: 


He Formerly had a wig or hairpiece whlcn aid not: 
fit and has since been discarded. The hairpiece kept slipping 
up on his head and did not fit. 

^He has several shrapnel scars on his body and one 
scar on his face which is about .1/4 inch in diameter located 
on his left cheek near the base of his nose and which is 
noticeable. 


MC COY’s hands were clean in appearance and his 
fingernails were cut short and contained black dirt or 
material. His hands were smooth in texture. 

MC COY was asked if he had a typewriter and his 
wife immediately produced an electric Smith-Corona from 
which typewriter samples were taken. This is the only 
typewriter he acknowledged to have. 

During the interview with MC COY, it was noticed 
that he talked with a noticeable lisp or speech impediment. 
He rolled his tongue when attempting to pronounce certain 
vrorda. 




File # 


Salt Lake City 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4 /12/72 


P. 


At approximately 1:30 A.M., observation was 
established at the residence of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., 
360 South 200 East, by the following Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation: 



appeared to be the curtain of the frcntroom of the residence. 
The movement was at the lower portion of the window indicating 
the person observing Sa|| was in all probability sitting in 

i t -i ___ 


a chair. No individual was observed 


b 


and SA* d l and I 


the residence described above 


ASAC V ICTOR R. SCHAEFER 
| also observed 


No other activity was noted other than that mentioned 


above 


At 5:37 A.M., observation of the residence was 
ntinued, 


On _ 


4/9/72 


.at 


Provo , Utah 


by 


s A 


b7C 

/ deb 
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By communication dated April 9, 1972, the Bureau 
advised that two latent fingerprints were developed on the 
back of the "Mainliner" magazine marked Seat 20D, and from 
the envelope that was submitted, four have been identified 
as the fingerprints of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., Army Service 
Number RA 14796789. 

On April 9, 1972, a telephone call was received by 
the Salt Lake C ity Office from the Document Examiner at the 
FBI Laboratory. ! I , who advised that the 

handwriting on the note given the stewardess by the subject 
was compared with the handwriting on the military record of 
RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. and they were found to be identical. 
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by SAC RUSSELL P CALAMI: 

On April 9, 1972, this matter was discussedywith 
United States Attorney C. NELSON DAY, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
who authorized filing of a complaint charging RICHARD FLOYD 
MC COY, JR. with violation of Section 1472(i)(l), Title 49, 
United States Code, Aircraft Piracy; and Section 1472C 3 ), 
Title 49, United States Code, Interference With Flight 
Attendant. 

is a ^opy of the Complaint authorized 
by United States Attorney DAY: 


>$• 
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The above complaint was filed by SAI I 

Ion April 9, 1972, before U. S. Magistrate A. M. 
FERRO, at Salt Lake City, Utah. United States Attorney C. 
NELSON DAY recommended no bail. 
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ARREST OF SUBJECT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Date of transcription 


4/12/72 


At 5:37 AM, the residence of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, 

'JR*, 360 South 2nd East, Provo, Utah, was approached by Speical 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

MC COY was arrested at the front door of his house 
by Assistant S pecial Agent in C ha rge VICTOR R. SCHAEFER , and 
Special Agentsi —hndl ( He was b7C 

searched, handcuffed and tra nsported to an FBI automobile by 
ASAC SCHAEFER and SA l ~l He was immediately advised as to 

the Federal charges against him and his rights as set forth in 
a warning and waiver form. He acknowledged his rights but re¬ 
fused to make any statement or to sign the warning form. He 
stated that he did not have an attorney and requested that he 
be provided with one as soon as possible. He was told that 
he was being taken to Salt Lake City, Utah, and that arrange¬ 
ments for an attorney would be made after arrival in that 
city. 

MC COY was transp orted to Salt La ke Cit y« Utah, by 
ASAC VICTOR R. SCHAEFER, SA l l and SA | | 


The following Special Agents participated in the 

• -i 9 c 9 * 9 .. _ __ JX I ‘L, — , . 


arrest and were assigned sp 
at the time of the arrest:_ 

apjfic nnfiitinns 

around the he 

)use 

1 1 

i i 

| land 


F 


Interviewed on 


4/9/72 


at 


Provo, Utah 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/10/72 


P. 1 


At 6:50 A.M., RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., was 
brought; into the interview room of the FB I Office whe re 

s commenced with him by 
| w ho had previously interviewed HC COY and 

with whom MC COY was now personally acquainted, and_ 

ASA C VICTOR R . SCHAEFER. The identity of bothl t I 

an d i- | was again given to MC COY and he was again b7C 

advised of his rights and attempts were made to give him 
an interview form. He declined to take it, stating that 
he did not intend to discuss the matter prior to obtaining 
of an attorney and that he would not read or sign anything. 

He was furnished a telephone book and a telephone to call 
an attorney; however, he declined to do so at this 
instance, stating that he did not know an attorney whom 
he desired to call. 


He subsequently requested to call 
was granted this permission and call ed —hi 
FBI Office in the presence of SA 
that one of the Agents depart 


ll I 


He 


wife from the 
after he requested 


_ _ __ ^ ^ He was overheard to tell his 

wife that he was in custody and that he had been arrested 
for the hijacking of the aircraft. He told her that she 
should remain at the residence and not permit anyone in the 
house or to search the house without a search warrant, and 
that should a search warrant be served, she should remain 
there with the seai-ching Agents. The pers qn^mhna he was 
talking, whose identity he indicated to be 


1 


was 


advised that even if they searched the house they would not 
find anything in the house. He asked her about an attorney 

and a change of clothing. 


b'7C 

b7C 


b 7 C 


After the termination of the telephone conversation, 
he asked as to when he would appear before a U. S. Magistrate. 

He was advised that arrangements had been made and the 
Magistrate would be made immediately available to him. SA b7r. 

|came into the interview room where he 
advised MC cut mat the U. S. Magistrate had been contacted 
and would be in his office at 8:00 A.M. MC COY advised that 


b 


4/9/7 2 Salt La 

ke City, Utah 

saI 


arac victor r. schaefe: 
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P 4 / 

he would await his appearance before the U♦ S. Magistrate and 
that he wouio accept the court-appointed attorney as he did 
not feel he had the funds to employ one * 

MC COY reached over to the desk and picked up the 
Waiver of Rights Form which he proceeded to look at and throw 
down on the table. He was again asked if he understood his 
rights and he said he did, having been a law enforcement 
student at Brigham. Young University. The information that 
he declined to^sign the Waiver was written upon it at this time, 
c . wh.~cn l. JUTiv: . i’C picked up Hie for m and read it and again 

tossed it down on, the table. 

MC COY refused to comment concerning the hijacking, 
and while waiting notification and the arrival of the U. S. 
Magistrate at his office, received and talked with his wife 
via telephone and called her again. lie was continually 
apprised of nis rights, of the availamlity of the telephone 
at any time he might desire so that ne could employ an attornev. 

He reiterated on several occasions that he v/ould await his 
hearing before the U, S. Magistrate. He declined to discuss 
the details of the hijacking,after participation or any informa¬ 
tion as to the whereabouts of the money. 

The interview was terminated at 8: 0 0 A.M., at which 
eft the office in the custody of SA I I b'7C 

and 3AC RUSSELL P. CALAME, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date *J±mi 


P. 1 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,, was transported in Bureau 
Car NOo 1 to the U. Sc Post Office at 4th South and Main 
Street, Salt Lake City, and then to the U 0 S. Magistrate's 
Office which is located in Room 209. He was then released 
to the custody of the U» So Marshal ROYAL K a BUTTARS and 
formal charges were read to him by U. So Magistrate A. M. 
FERRO, at which time MC COY requested a court-appointed 
attorney and he was remanded to the custody of the U. S. 
Marshal and confined in the Salt Lake County Jail, after 
the 0. So Magistrate advised that he is not entitled to 
bond * 


Salt Lake City 

0n _ 4/9/72 _at _ Salt Lake City. Utah _File # 164-35- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date ^ / 12 / 7 2 

P c 1 


The following Search Warrant was issued on April 9, 
1972 , by U, So Magistrate A s Mo FERRO, entitled "United 
States of America vs« RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,, Commissioner's 
Docket Noo F72, Case No. 43": 


"To Special Agent l L Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, and any other authorized Agent 
of the FBI» 


b’7C 


"Affi davit having been made before me by Special 
Agentl I. that he has reason to 

believe that on the premises known as residence 
premises of RICHARD FLOYD McCOY, JR,, at: 360 
South 200 East Street, Provo, Utah, including 
all areas of the home, garage, any and all 
other- buildings, and all grounds, trees, shrubs 
in areas of such premises, in the Central Division, 
District of Utah, there is now being concealed 
certain property, namely, grenades and grenade 
pins 5 hand guns, bullets, parachutes and parachute 
beepers, jump suit, a black hard jump hat or helmet, 
blue luggage bag, $500,000<00 in currency, two North 
Star Altimeters mounted on Valero wrist mounts, one 
6"x6"x5" white cardboard box, articles of clothing, 
including a blue men's suit, blue navy trousers, 
blue sport coat with stripes, pink modern type 
shirt, flowered shirt, blue socks, two-tone blue 
with gray square-toed shoes or two-tone blue with 
brown shoes, silver or chrome wrist watch, small 
yellow pad, yellow papers, FAA flight plans 
Form 7233, typewriters, pens, pencils, flight maps 
or aeronautical maps, airline ticket receipts or 
stubs, luggage tags, mirrored sunglasses, wigs, 
false mustaches, broken pieces of mirror, Manila 
envelopes, small black suitcase; two brief cases, 
black or tan; black gloves, which are instrumentalities 
and fruits of the aircraft piracy and the interference 
with flight attendant, which occurred on April 7, 

1972 , on Unita.1 Air Lines Flight 855 , at and within _ 


On 


by 


4/9/7 2 at Salt Lake City, Utah 


Salt Lake City 
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tne Cent.rai Di.vision of the District cf T Jtah, and 
as I am satisfied that there is probable cause to 
believe that the property so described is being 
concealed on the premises above described and that 
the foregoing grounds for application for issuance 
of the search warrant exists 


11 You are hereby commanded to searcn forthwith 
the place named for the property specified, serving 
this warrant and making the search in the daytime 


eavmg 


warra n t 


the prope 
of the pr 
bring the 
date, as 


rty taken, and prepare a written inventory 
operty seized and return this warrant and 


property before me within ten davs of 
r e q u i r e d b y 1 a w , 

ed this 9th day of April, 1.972 , 



"/s/ A , M» FERRO 

,T A. M, FERRO, U . S. Magistrate 1 ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date JL/ 12/.72 


P, 1 


The following items, under the authority of a 
Search Warrant signed on April 9, 1972, by U, S, Magistrate 
Ac M u FERRO at Salt Lake City, Utah, were seized from the 

premises of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., at 350 South 200 

East Street, Provo, Utah: 

L One Cl) men 1 s brown striped sport coat, 
with Alexandre label. 

2, o;.e \ 1 ) men's Rolex wsterdate watch, 
silver in color, with inscription R„ F . 

McCoy, Raleigh, North Carolina, 

3 ... 0 ji e {J ) e 1 e c trie Sir i t h ~ Co r on a typewriter, 
in case , with No, MIL-I-16910, Serial 
No. FEE 2176 81 , 

4, One (1) electric Smith-Corona typewriter, 

in case, Model Electra 120, No. MIL-I-16910, 
Serial No. 6LEV-121748, 

5, 0ne (1) green mi1itary-type flight suit, 
with two serial flare cartridges in pocket, 

6, One O) military flight suit, green in color. 
Type No, CWU i/P, 

7 One U) black parachute harness, manufactured 
by Security Parachute Company, Inc., San 

a; j Ca 1 ii o'.rn a . 

3. One (!) parachute, blue and white, some red 

t r 1 m, 

9 due ('J ) military canvas green bag, manu¬ 
factured by Eastern Canvas Products, Inc., 
ii/1963, No, 84 60-606-8366, 


4/9/72 

..at .•CY.e.i Utdh - 

Salt Lake City 
KilR# 164-36 . 
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10, One (1) black helmet, crash-type, with 
white strap snap-on back. 


11 . 


12 . 


13 . 


One (1) military green helmet, 3 um P ^YP e * 


One Cl) large cardboard box, containing^ 
various items of clothing, a pistol, holster, 
and a black glove. 


Also located in 

b tat.es currency 
and some loose 


the cardboard box was United 


, almost: 
currency 


all in ba 
totaling 


k scraps 
$499,970 , 00. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/1 2/72 


P. 1 


The following Amended Return on Search Warrant 
signed by U. S t Magistrate A * M. FERRO at Salt Lake City, 

Utah, on April 9, 1972, was made: 

1 0 One Cl) men’s brown striped sport coat, 
with Alexandre label. 

2. One (1) men’s Rolex Osterdate watch, silver 
in color ; with inscription R, F» McCoy, 
kalei gh, North Caz-cl In a . 

3« One Cl) electric Smith-Corona typewriter, 
in case, with No. MIL-I-16910.. 

4. One (1) electric Smith-Corona typewriter, 

in case. Model Electra 120, No. MIL-I-16910. 

5. One (1) green military-type flight suit, 
with two aerial flare cartridges in pocket. 

6 o One (1) military flight suit, green in 
color, Type No. CWU 1/P. 

7. One (i) black parachute harness, manufactured 
by Security Parachute Company, Inc., San 
Leandro, California. 

8. One (1) parachute, blue and white, some 

red trim* 

9. One (X) military canvas green bag, manufactured 
by Eastern Canvass Products, Inc., 11/1963, 

No. 8460-606-8366. 

10. One (1) black helmet, crash type, with 
white strap snap-on back. 

11. One (1) military green helmet, jump type. 


Salt Lake City 

0n 4/10/ 7 2 flt Salt Lake City, Utah _ Fi le # 164 ~ 3 § - 
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12. One (1) large cardboard box, containing 
various items of clothing, a pistol, 
holster, and a black, glove, 

13. Also located in the cardboard box was 
United States currency, almost all in bank 
straps and some loose currency, totaling 
$499,970,00. 

1.4 A iso located in the cardboard box was a 

mi 1 1 1ary pirieapple-type g renade , green and 
yeliow in color, with pin and spoon removed 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* of transcription 


4/11/72 


The following corrected amended return on search 
warrant was filed with the U. S. Magistrate A. M. FERRO at 

Salt Lake City, Utah, on April 11, 1972: 

\ 

"FBI Agents seized the following items under the 
authority of a Search Warrant signed on April 9, 1972, 
by U. S. Magistrate A. M. Ferro at Salt Lake City, Utah. 
These items were seized from the premises of Richard 
Floyd McCoy, Jr., at 360 South 200 East Street, Provo, 
Utah. 


"1 Men’s brown striped sports coat, with Alexandre 
label. 

"1 Men’s Rolex Osterdate watch, silver in color, 
with inscription R. F. McCoy, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 

"1 Electric Smith-Corona typewriter, in case, with 
Serial Number 6SE217681, Model Number MIL-I-16910. 

"1 Electric. Smith-Corona typewriter, in case, with 
Serial Number 6LEV121748, Model Electra 120 
Number MIL-I-16910. 

"1 Green military type flight suit, with 2 aerial 
flare cartridges in pocket. 


"1 Military flight suit, green in color, Type Number 
CWU 1/P. 

"1 Black parachute harness, manufactured by Security 
Parachute Company, Inc., San Leandro, California 

"1 Parachute, blue and white, some red trim. 


"1 


Interviewed en 


4/11/72 


Military canvas green bag, manufactured by Eastern 
Canvass Products, Inc., 11/1963, Number 8460-606-8366 
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"1 Black helmet, crash type, with white strap 
snap-on back. 

"1 Military green helmet, jump type. 

"1 Large cardboard box containing various items of 
clothing, a pistol, holster, and a black glove. 

"Also located in the cardboard box was United States 
currency, almost all in bank straps and some loose 
currency, totaling $499,970.00. 

"Also located in the cardboard box was a military 
pineapple-type grenade, green and yellow in color, with 
pin and spoon removed." 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


P. 1 


Date of transcription 


4/13/72 


A plastic sack containing approximately 40 pounds 
of currency in various denominations was turned over to 
reporting Agent by Special Agent in Charge RUSSELL P. CALAME. 

I 


[ 




Agents ( 


Present at this time was Special Agent. 

1 This money was taken to the Agents* room ani 





b' 


of the currency bundles 


_ | and 

jwere called in to assist in the fine counting 


In the process of removing the currency from the 
plastic bag, a hand grenade was discovered at the bottom of 
the bag. Also located at the bottom of the bag was a clip 
containing .45 caliber cartridges. 


Special Agent in Charge CALAME took immediate pos- 
session of the hand grenade and cartridges, and placed these 
items in the gun vault. 

The first rough count indicated approximately 
$501,000 in currency. This estimate was based on the number 
of whole complete bundles, and an estimate of the number of 
loose currency bundle straps. These currency bundle straps 
were in a highly mutilated condition and no attempt was made 
at this time to piece these straps together in order to ^ 
preserve the straps for possible fingerprint identification. 

The first fine count of the currency indicated the 

following: 
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Denomination 

No. of 
Bundles 

No. of 
Bills Per 

Bundle 

Dollar 
Value Per 
Bundle 

Total 

Dollar 

Value 

$50.00 

Bills 

10 

100 

$5,000.00 

$ 50,000.00 

$100.00 

Bills 

40 

50 

5,000.00 

200,000.00 

$ 20.00 

Bills 

99 

100 

2 ,000.00 

198,000.00 

$ 20.00 

Bills 

1 

99 

1,980.00 

1,980.00 

$ 10.00 

Bills 

49 

100 

1,000.00 

49,000.00 

$ 10.00 Bills 

TOTAL 

1 

99 

990.00 

990.00 

150 



$499,970.00 


Subsequent to the fix'-st fine count, a second fine 
count was made and indicated the same total dollar value as the 
first fine count. After the second fine count, the currency 
was placed in the safe of the Special Agent in Charge. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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P. 1 


4/13/72 

Date of transcription--- 


A quantity of currency previously placed in the safe 
of the Special Agent in Charge of the office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 125 . South Stats Street , Salt ak 

City, Utah, by Special Agent |- l w ? s obtained 

and counted 0 All bundles were counted to determine number of 
bills and also a determination was made as to number of bun 
The results of this count are shown below: 




No. of 

Dollar 

Total 


No. of 

Bills Per 

Value Per 

Dollar 

Denomination 

Bundles 

Bundle 

Bundle 

Value 

$ 50,00 Bills 

10 

100 

$5,000.00 

$ 50,000.00 

$100.00 Bills 

40 

50 

5,000.00 

200 ,000.00 

$ 20.00 Bills 

99 

100 

2 ,000.00 

198,000.00 

$ 20.00 Bills 

1 

99 

1,980.00 

1,980.00 

$ 10.00 Bills 

49 

100 

1 ,000.00 

49,000.00 

$ 10.00 Bills 

1 

99 

990.00 

990.00 

TOTAL 

150 



$499,970.00 


Following the count of the currency, the currency 
was placed in the safe of* the Snprial APfiJaS in Charge in the 


b7C 


presence of Special AgentJ 
locked. 


nd the safe was 


A&&i-s-£JLn-£. in the above fine counting was Special 

_ \ blC 


4/10/7 2 Salt Lake City, Utah 
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SEARCH OF 1969 VOLKSWAGEN, 

1972 NORTH CAROLINA LICENSE L5007 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date 


4/12/72 


A 19S9 Volkswagen, motor number 119177108, bearing 
1972 North Carolina license L5007, was the subject of a search 
behind the residence at 360 South 2nd East, Provo, Utah. This 
search was based on a search warrant issued by the United 
States District Court, A. M. FERRO, Magistrate, April 9, 1972, 
at Salt Lake City, Utah. The search commenced at 2;15 p.m. 
and continued until 4:00 p.m. During the period of the search 
the following things were noted: 

The vehicle was a dark green Volkswagen with a 
sun roof. The mileage at the time of the inspection was 61861. 
It was note, the vehicle had a Duro-glass lined rear window, 
and .it bore four 155 X 15 X A’s Michelin radial tires. The 
rear window bore a Brigham Young University (BYU) Security 
Office parking permit number P2320, issued March 23, 1972. 

It also bore BYU parking permit B14244 which was due to expire 
May 31, 1972. 

It was noted in inspection of the interior of the 
vehicle a portion of the Salt Lake City, Utah, Tribune news¬ 
paper, dated April 8, 1972, was located on a tray directly 
under the glove box. This newspaper was opened to page two 
and had been folded to reveal the story of a hijacked airplane 
from Denver, Colorado, in which the hijacker was believed to 
have jumped in the Provo, Utah, area, with $500,000. This 
item was retained. 

There was also a note in the tray under the glove 
box indicating RICHARD FLOYD McCOY, JR., has a bank account 
with the Provo, Utah, Branch of Walker Bank, account number 

1243-GDI8-4117-6670. 

Also located was an invoice from the BYU Health 
Center, dated March 21, 1972, indicating McCOY, student 
number 068365, had been admitted to the Health Center at 
5:10 p.m.. o n March 21, 1972; and he had been checked by 
| who X-rayed McCOY's right ankle. 


A notation was found in the vehicle that McCOY had 
attended the Army Helicopter School at Fort Rucker, Alabama, 
date not shown. _ ___,- 


On 4/9/72 at P rovo, Ut ah 
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A white piece of paper with the note ”1 _ 

I . A second note was found indicating 
Papers were located in the vehicle 
which indicated the Volkswagen was registered to RICHARD 
FLOYD McCOY, JR., address given as l ~ | Raleigh, 

North Carolina. Also there was a portion of a claim check 
dated February 18, 1972, from Pascoe Clothiers and Tailors, 
city not shown. This claim check was for a jacket and showed 
the name McCOY. 

■*.!: .r. • f "T ; ; 

Located and removed from behind the driver's seat 
on the floor was a cloth bag containing a flight helmet. 

This item was itentified and removed from the vehicle. 

Soil samples were also obtained from the floor of 
the vehicle on the driver's side,from the door jam of the 
vehicle on the driver's side and from the underside of the 
fender on the front left portion of the vehicle. 

There was nothing further of evidentiary value 
found in the Volkswagen. 
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r LTilUt ' I- 


“U<7 f 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/10/72 


r 


of [ 


1 was interviewed a t the 

She 


1 


residence _ _ 

was advised that she was being interviewed concerning her 
knowledge of a hijacking of a United Airlines passenger 
plane en route from Denver$ Colorado, to Los Ange les, Calif or° 
nia„ on April 


' 1972 * She advised she was aware£ 

JRICHARD Fo MC C0Y s J R.. had been arrested 


J 


I R, . 


]was advised 


after being charged with hijacking _ 

that she was not being interviewed as a suspect in the hi 
jacking, however, if at any time she wished to terminate 
the interview, she could do so if she desired 0 

She ac.vi.sed that RICHARD F„ MC COY,. JR n i s marri fid—. 

]an d I 


\ I residence locat ed at 

360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah J I 


b 7 C 


advised she was not surprised when 
RICHARD tic COY was arrested for the hijacking because he 
had discussed with her on previous occasions his possible 
participation in a hijacking e She stated that after the 
hijacking committed by an individual using the name | | 

which occurred in the fall of 1971, in the Western part or 
the United States, RICHARD MC COY had discussed this matter 
at length in her presence and had analysed that hijacking, 
commenting that if he had committed that hijacking, he would 
never have been caught because the FBI was not prepared for 
that case and that since that time the airlines have utilized 
"beepers* 1 on the parachutes and have taken other steps 
to discourage hijackings. 


b' 


Ihij acking, RICHARD 


For • erne time after the 

MC COY discuss ed with her a hyp^thHt-LG^l hijacking plan 


including improvements from the 


tijacking; such as 


b 


/ c 


(1) he indicated he would ask for one-half million dollars, 

(2) he would utilize his own parachute instead to avoid the 
use of "beepers,” (3) he would not be observed by the pilot 
or anyone in the cockpit, (4) he would not spend any of the 
hijack loot for many years because it would be "marked” 

with a substance that would be visible by use of an ultraviolet 


On 


by 


4/9/72 Provo, Utah__File # SU 164-36 

- 


— 

-al -^- 

b' 7 C 

LAs 


and 
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light 5 and (5) he would not spend any of the money for many 
years because he believed he could not be prosecuted after 
seven years after the crime had been committed* 

_recalled that RICHARD had discussed 

in gene ral terms a plan for hijacking a plane with a friend 
of n e | | wh.c wcr Vcr for the Highway 

i atrol and worlds v tth K . CHARD MC COY in a unit of the Utah 
b'/C National Guard .in Salt Lake City, Utah, She stated she has 

been present when they have discussed the hypothetical hi- 
iaching * and if is her opinion that the conversations were a 
result of recent news items concerning hijackings, that they 
talked in general terms concerning this but did not appear 
to have been plann i n g an actual hijacking* 

_ advised she does not recall specifically 

b'7C when and where these discussions we re held, but she does 

recall the two having discussed a hypothetical hijacking in 
her presence. 

advised she recalls that about one 
month ago RICHARD while discussing hijackingsadvised that 
he had a "fool proof" hijacking plan and that if she would 
assist him "in rhe plan he would pay her $50,000 , She stated 
that he advised her that her participation would consist of 
him up after he parachuted from the plane s I I 

r—1 advised" that she was uncertain as to how serious 
RICHARD was a, this time but that she advised that she did 
not wish to participate in the plan £ She stated that at this 
b'7C time he indicated he would hijack a plane from California 

and parachute from the plane somewhere in Nevada* She stated 
he did not elaborate on this plan and she did not inquire 
further into his plan because she did not consider at any 
time particip<r:ing m such a venture<> She had asked RICHARD 
what would happen if they got caught, and he stated he felt 
his plan was ‘'“fool proof" but that if he should be caught he 
would shoot himself rather than be taken into custody. This 
proposal mad e by RICHARD was in the presence of RICHARD■s 
| | who indicated that if he was serious she did 

not "want any part of such a scheme 0 ” 
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With respect to the parachuting activities of □ 


was asked if she 


recalled specifically seeing any equipment in their home. 

She pointed out that about April 4, 1972, she recalled 
that RICHARD was in his room with the door shut and as she 
attempted to enter the room RICHARD appeared to be reluctant 
to let her in. When he finally consented to let her in, 
she observed that he had a black helicopter type helmet 
which he had just finished painting blacko She recalled 
having seen this helmet before when it was green in color. 
RICHARD displayed the helmet to her and asked her what she 
thought of the color. She recalled that she had no opinion 
and nothing more was said concerning this matter. 


I was asked if RICHARD had recently had 
a cast on one of his legs, and she indicated that he had 
about two to three weeks ago incurred a skiing injury which 
necessitated a cast being placed on one of his legs from the 
knee downward. She stated it was a walking cast which he 
wore for about two weeks, and on either Wednesday, April 5, 
or Thursday, April 6, she noticed that RICHARD had had the 
cast removed. 


|_|was asked if she had knowledge that 

RICHARD had ever used a hairpiece or fake mustache, and she 
indicated that she believed he had a hairpiece about the 
color.pf his light brown hair that he rarely wore. She 
stated that he had worn a full brushy mustache until April 6 
1972, when she noticed that he had shaven the mustache off 
on that date• 


With, regard to 


activities on Friday 


* 


April 7. 1972. 
She stated I 


She stated I I 

I I She state d 


thatl 

1 MC COY were 


National Guard meeting because the 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 
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previous evening he 

had her he had 

ward duty OTi 

Fridayo She stated 

that | 


from work between 4 

i 00 and 5 ; 0 0 r>,m, and 1 

_ 

I 1 stated that 

1 

1 She stated 

T.7-1 C?U +-Oi 

ri/MiPOW *i r>>y H U o 

whpreabmjts o f 1 ! 

1 luring rh 

•■/ e n i ng o i Ap r i 1 ? , 1 9 7 2 



I I stated that some time during the 

evening she heard a news broadcast t hat a plane had been 


hijacked and the hijacker was possibly : 
Her immediate reaction was that RICHARD 
he was not home at the time and in view 
cussed the possibility of participating 

p the 

was i 
of hi 

in a 

Utah area . 
nvo1ved s i nee 
s having dxs- 
h i j doling , 

b7C 

1 1advised that about 

11:2 0 

n m she 


received a tel nobone call| 


1 from | 

□ 


1 tea t o 

a concern that 



RICHARD might have been involved in the hi j acking . anri sh a b7C 
also expressed similar concern r Mm- i wd l 1 -k.n 

RICHARD had not returned t o Ills residen ce . She stated that 
about twenty minutes later I I again telephoned her, 

and she again advised him that RICHARD had not. vet returned * 

I | advised that about i 2 :b am. on 

Saturday, Apri.» 8 4 19 72 , RICHARD MC COY arrived at his resi¬ 
dence alone. Si• e stated lie was: dressed i w a suit and had 
nothing with him except a cup containing a soft drink She 
stated she immediately accused RICHARD of his involve ment b7C 

in the hijackin g-, and he denied ha had been involved I I 

I "I vj as asked [ I was home at the time, 

and she stated she did not wish to comment concerning her 
sister's activities during the night of April 7, 1972 . She 
stated she retired for the night,, 


I Rrivised that on Saturday, April 8, 1972, 

she became aware that RICHARD MC COY was considered a suspect 
in the hijacking in that Agents of the FBI had appeared at the p7C 
MC COY residence making inquiries concerning RICHARD,,. 


ill 
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_ advised that she was aware that RICHARD 

had been interviewed in Salt Lake City by F,tU AgSIltS flt the 
FBI Officeo She stated she traveled with | 


to Salt Lake City to pick RICHARD up at the FBI Office* 
During the afternoon of April 8* 1972, after RICHARD left 
the FBI nffinp in the Federal Building, he returned to Provo 


] 


b 7 C 


accompanied 


1 stated that immediately upon departing 
from the Federal Building in Sait Lake city. RiCHARD severely 


[ 


reprimanded her for having commented to |_ 
she suspected that he was involved in tin 
had not retained h ome the night of the 
loud mouthed r I had noil 


J that 


that 


hijacking since he 
i !Q c 1 d e n t „ H e s t a t e d 
fled the FBI" that he 
leaving the Federal Building 


suspected he was involved» Upon 
prior to returning to Provo , they drove to the national Guard 
Armory adjacent to the Salt Lake RICHARD 

inqu ired ^ to th e whereabouts of I I Upon learning 

t-hat- l I was ab oard a helicopter,. RICHARD by 


b 7 C 


_Jwas _ 

w i th in h cr near inn to 1d [ 
to which [ 


actio 

lot loud mouth," 


1 "thanks 

] answered "I don't know what you*re 


RJLCHAJSD then stated "vou know what I mean 


j 


talking about 

loud mouth," and I f 

stated that RICHARD later learned that[_ 

Ing a plane accompanied by Ik So Senator 


ered "netrative 


Jwas pa lot 


Upon returning to the HO COY residence at Provo, 
"juestioned RICHARD concerning ais involvement in 


the hijacking and RICHARD admitted to her that he alone 


co 

o 


n jmn^ 


:en the 


hiiack ing„ H e stated to her in the presence 

|that if | I kent "her mouth shut” 

she would be set, but that "if you say anything to anyone, 
r wi xi shoot vou/ She stated that he did not elaborate 
concerning the hijacking, except he mentioned that he nad ^ 
parachuted out of the plane with a parachute with a "beeper. 
She stated that he also said that if he could burn tne money 
that he had received from the hijacking* he would do so 
because he was now so concerned d She stated RICHARD did not 
indicate where he landed after lie parachuted from the plane, 
and he did not tell her where the money was located„ 


b 7 C 
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b7C 


]was asked 


_f RICHARD had a handgun^of any 
type and she stated that he did have a black handgun. Fro® 
her description of a square type barrel rather than a round or 
pipe type barrel and by diagrams she described the handgun as 
an automatic type. 

uru ..... RICHARD might have been involved 

in the hiiackiiiH if in’fact he was ’involved, she stated 
tha+ she feels that one. reason he might have considered the 
hijacking was because of the challenge of it and he was 
the type of person that wanted to excel in things and would 
ask for an amount more than anyone had ever asked for^ 
stated he and his wife have been having marital problems and 
these problems have involved financial problems * 
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iTAS i: nsb 

1 


b‘7C 


obtained 
1972 9 by 


data and description were 

fro m I (when interviewed o n Aj^q 9 , 

SAs I l and | | 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Nat ;i onality 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Residence 


Social Security 
Ao co ant N umbe r 
Parents 


Employment 

Education 




- 1 


wn i t « 

Ft *?jia I e 

Arne r i c a n 

1 _ 

WiIkesburg , 

Pennsylvania 

L 


i 



. 1 _ 

_) 




b7C 


- De 

□ 

ceased . 


Mother- -1_ 

i 



1 

j Canton, 



Ohio 

Waitress, Village Inn 

Restaurant, Provo, Utah 
High school graduate 


Pht-v 


jgraphs of 


:.re taken by SA 


1=1 


3ure.au, 


on 

advis 


^ r s sides I 

I is emj 
Jtah, and an 


April 8, 1972J- 

d her files reflect that 


at 

inquiry 


i-i ? c. a 

k> j w 


the 

was 


Division 
made by 


o 


J L QU y * va ^ ‘^ " 'a J 

[bank card department) on April 
In the HC COY file. 


=1 

30, 1972 


Credit 

MC COY, JR,, 
Provo j Utah , His vjife 
ramily Services, Provo, 


I Provo 
RICHARD L, 


at 


the Walker Bank, Provo, 

, No other items appear 
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By communication dat ed April 8, 1972, the San Francisco 
Office of the FBI advised that I [ furnished 

the following information voluntarily after having been advised 
of the personal and official identity of the interviewing b7c 

Special Agent, as well as after having been advised of his 
constitutional rights: 

I ""I dvised that during 197 0 , he was serving time 

for escape at the Deuel Vocational Institute, Tracy, California. 

On October 6, If 71, he walked away from the above facility. He b7c 
stated that on April 7 , 1972 , he was in the process of being 
extradicted from Denver, Colorado, back zo Los Angeles, Califor¬ 
nia, where he was to be reassigned to a correctional facility 
in California. 


| | said that at approximately 2 :30 PH, April 7 , 

1972, he, in the custody of I [ Correctional 

Officer, Department of Corrections, State of California, 
boarded a United Air Lines flig ht in Denv er, Colorado, enroute 
to Los Angeles. He said he and I I were seated in Row 19 

in the tourist se ction of t he airplane on the left hand side. 

He advised he and I I and a wheelchair passenger boarded 

the aircraft before any of the other passengers, and that ^ 

after all the other passengers had boarded the plane, a 
stewardess, over the public address system, asked if anyone 
had lost a man ila envelope, at which time a male passenger who 
was located in the rest room stepped out of the rest room 
momentarily and advised the stewardess the envelope belonged^ , 
to him. At that time, the envelope was handed to this individ¬ 
ual nd he returned to the rest room. 

As the plane was getting ready to leave the airport, 
one of the stewardesses went back to the rest room to ask the 
above-mentioned individual to come out of the rest room and 
return to his seat. It appeared the passenger was reluctant 
to leave the rest room. At that time, a male employee on the 
airplane came back to the rest room and was successful in get¬ 
ting the above individual to leave the rest room and take his 
seat, which was in Row 20 on the right side of the plane next b7C 
to the window . A sho rt time later, the plane became airborne. 

At that time,| I observed the previously mentioned individual 
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b7C 


b'7 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


acting nervously arid appearing to be playing with his coat as 
if he mig ht have a gun underneath it. He said he alerted 

I t o 1 1,... . \ nd i v .1 dual’s ac t i v i ties. 


haired man wi 
ployee, came 
subsequently 
gaged the hij 

mo t i o n a d w i t h 

the front of 
announced ove 
dirfiouIties 
ing in Grand 


hurt time later, according to | | a gray 

th a mustache, believed to be an airlines em- 
back to the area where this individual, who was 
known to be the hijacker, was seated. He en- 
acker in conversation, at which time the hijacker 
" *. finger for "he gray haired man to return to 
the plane. A short time later, a male voice 
r the public address system that due to mechanical 
with the hydraulic system, the plane would be land' 
J u n c txon, Colorado, 


I I said he continued to observe the hijacker who 

would periodically ring the service bell, at which times 
different stewardesses would come back to the hijacker and 
be furnished notes by him. He estimated this occurred eight 
or ten times. Eventually the pilot announced that the plane 
would not be going to Los Angeles as scheduled but would be 
going to San Francisco. 


| | stated that a short distance out of San 

Francisco, the pilot announced that the plane would not be 
going to the normal unloading area as ail areas were being 
utilized. He stated that the plane, alter landing, was parked 
in a position away from the airline terminal, A short time 
later, a st ewar d .ess came back to the araa uhara jhe and 

I "re seafced and recuested that I I , as well 

as ti.e other p eng or sea tec in Row 11, move to the front 
of the plane- She also made this jof a woman and 

young child seated directly behind | | 


Throughout this activity, | | observed the hi¬ 

jacker seated across from him holding a hand granade with the 
pin removed. after the people around hum had been moved to 
the front of the plane, the hijacker took a seat directly be¬ 
hind! 




[ 


_ n Row 20. A short time later, he handed over the 

back of the seat a note which said "Go up and see the captain". 

said he went: up to the front of the plane, at which time 


the captain advised him he was the one who would get the money 


b7C 
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He said he was also given a baggage claim receipt, number 
612333, and that the hijacker requested that a large blue 
piece of luggage be brought back onto the plane. 

At that point, I I and an airlines employee left 

b7C the plane, retrieved two briefcases, one black and one tan, 
and a couple of other items believed to be parachutes. They 
boarded the plane and took the above items to the rest room 
in the rear of the plane. He and the airlines employee then 
returned back outside the plane, retrieved the large blue 
piece of luggage, which was approximately three and one-half 
feet by three feet, as well as a couple of other pieces of 
equipment believed to be additional parachutes, and also took 
these items to the rear of the plane. They turn returned to 
the captain T s cabin. A few moments later, he and all the 
other passengers were allowed to leave the aircraft. 

| _Isaid he did not know the hijacker and does 

not recall ever having seen him before. He did not notice any 
other individuals whom he believed to be involved in the hi¬ 
jacking. 

I He described the hijacker as a white male, 34 to 35 

years, five feet eight inches to five feet nine inches, 165 
to 170 pounds, medium build, wearing a dark wig which came to 
the eyebrow level and also combed back around over his ears. 

He was wearing mirror-type sunglasses, dark pants and a dark 
colored jacket. He was also wearing a fake mustache, had 
sideburns down to the middle of his face c urving t oward the 
mouth about one inch and was squared off. I 1 believed 

this individual’s hair to be dark brown; stated he was wearing 
gloves, golf type, black in color, which were open on top with 
a snap. 
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RECOVERY OF PARACHUTE, 
SERIAL NUMBER hi 111 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date - 4/9/72 


I | Deputy Sheriff, Utah County 

Sheriff's Office, Provo, Utah, advised as follows: 

I H is holding as evidence at the Utah 

County Jail, Provo, a 24-inch Reserve parachute bearing the 
date of April 7, 1372, and the name of Stevens Para-Loft, 
School of Sport Parachuting, Build ing 727, Oakland M unicipal 
Airport. The rigger was listed as I | , under 

whose name app ears the number ISI OhRII. TT<p> "T . n_ Po^rmH 11 
was shown to b d I The manufacturer was 

listed as Pioneer, Serial Number 171. The type of parachute 
was shown to be 24-foot chest, from the School of Sport 
Parachuting, Oakland Municipal Airport, Box 2553, Oakland, 
California. May, 1967, was shown as the date of manufacture 
of the parachute. The parachute, which is in a packed con¬ 
dition, is approximately 8 inches by 16 inches by 6 inches 
in size and the cover is olive green in color. 



The chute was found by 


age 

1 

1 _ 

springville, Utah, at about 2:45 P. 

M. , April 9, 


1972. J.^^ih^^^pmpany of his 

parents, ! ] had stopped 

his car to repair a flat tire. I I found the para¬ 

chute under a steel culvert at 4th South about one mile west 
of the 4th South railroad overpass. It was found on the 
south side of the road at the location where the culvert 
enters a farm on which a new barn has been constructed . Deputy 
Sheriff l l obtained the pa rachute from |~ | l and his 

parents at the above-mentioned I I residence during the 

afternoon of April 9, 1972. 


A brier further search of tne area by Deputy 
did not reveal any additional items. 


On _ 

4/9/72 

, xt Provo, Utah 





b7C 

by _ 

SA 


— 

tr 

T3 


File # _ s » 1M-36 


Date dictated 
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Fi>302 n; :.v ? ; r?-70) 


P. 1 


Date of transcription_ 


4/10/72 


I I Utah County Sheriff 1 s Of fine. „ 

Provo, Utah , furnished to Special Agent l I 

a parachute which is being held as evidence. 

The parachute cover is drab olive green in color, and 
bears the following stamp: 

"PARACHUTE 24 FT. CHEST RESERVE 
PART NO. 4817156-2 
MFU BY IRVING AIR CHUTE CO., INC , 

CONTRACT NO, P41608-67-C-2780" 

On the other side of the parachute appears the 
fo11owing s t am p; 

"PACK PART NO. 56J6092 
DATE OF MFR.. MAY 19 6 7 
MFD BY IRVING AIR CHUTE CO., INC. 

CONTRACT NO. F41-303-67-2786" 

Noted on the bottom of the parachute was serial 
number 67-171* 


Inside a pocket in the parachute was a record log of 
the School of Sport Parachuting, Oakland Municipal Airport, 

Box 2553 , Oakland, California, which shows the owner of the 
parachute as Stevens Para-I.oft, The manufacturer was listed as 
"Pioneer," and bore serial number 171, and type as twenty-four 


inch 

chest. The 

record log showed the 

fGtp n f Apm* 1 7 . 1 Q 7 9 •_ 


th e 

r lace an 

ve--" ; Par a -Loft ; the ins 

rector asl 

3 

and 

the rigger a 

s numb er 1 5 1 0 9 61 ; and T 

.. 0 . record as | 

X 


Salt Lake City 

Interviewed on_ j .*.V _ at ..P.&.4I-V ng_V_il IjS , Utah ___File # 1 64 — 36 _ 


by 


SAl 


b 7 C 


i-R.Sa_- Dat e dictated __ 
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WITNESSES DEVELOPED AT 
HI-SPOT DRIVE-IN, 
SPRINGVILLE, UTAH 


122 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FP-3G2 <P ■ v 7*' 7 0) 


P, 1 


Date of transcription 


h /xi n 2 



b' 


She advised that on Friday evening, April 7, 19 ?2, 
she was working the window as a waitress at the Hi-Spot Drive- 
in on the northwest: corner of 400 South Street and Main in 
Springville. She advised that at approximately midnight, an 
individual came to her window and asked for a large size 
chocolate malt, which she made for hies and charged him SO cents. 
She stated the individual remarked now inexpensive the malt 
was, and otherwise appeared to be very nice and friendly. She 
said the malt was served in one of the large size Hi-Spot 
Drive-in paper cups. 


Khnrtlv a 


■ w I 

few minutes later,I 


She stated the individual va 
er serving him, she noticed 
Landing 


f te 
1 st 


on the outside of 


3SQ 


ne 


casua lty 
J and 
ilki 


1=1 


indi 

paid 


l fiiia 1_±Q whnm Th 


_ drive-in talking. A 

] remarked to her that the 
served the chocolate malt 


b7i 


had just 

5.00 to drive him to Provo, Utah. 


had 



1 

a ' 

time A 1 

friends. j 

i 

a I so 


nage 
of 


;i .i. ',j 


7 the Monday, 
RICHARD FLOYD MC 
definitely the same 
malt. She wa: 
individual st-.- 
I a x igues bea v . 
identified th: 
the chocolate 


stated that during, this period of 
was outside of the drive-in with some 
observed photographs on the front 
April 10, 197?. Deseret News newspaper, b7 
COY, and stated that that individual was 
person to whom she had sold the chocolate 


JL'* 


e x h i bIted a 

i n ft b v a c x r-. d e r n 1 o •? 

ine name MC COY, ah 
man as the individua 


avoid photograph of an 
•?k V'ti 1 wearing Army 
nd si-: . ' positively 

to whom she had served 


aa. 


Interviewed on —. 


at 


Springville, Utah 


File n _ s bibvli 


by 


Ibp 


b7C 
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h L D L ! * AI DU H {.AM OF IN V r s \ \ u A T! 011 


P. 1 


Mate af transcription . .... 4/11/72 


, was 
| phone 


;ed at his residence, 


He advised that on Friday night, April 7, 1972, he 
arrived at the Hi-Spot Drive-in on the northwest corner of 400 
South Street and Main in Springville approximately 11:30 PM 
that evening. He sai d that he had be en conversing with the 
girls working inside, I I and l I and further ^. 7r 

had talked to another friend at the back door of the drive-in. 

He stated that while he was standing at the back door of the 
drive-in (west side of the building), he observed an individual 
walking east on the north side of 4Q0 South Street into the 
parking lot of Allen’s Market, which market shares a common 
parking lot with the drive-in. 

I 1 stated that a iew minutes later when he 

walked around to the front ox the drive-in, he observed this 
same individual standing there consuming a dr ink from the 
drive-in. He stated a few minutes later that 1~~ ~l 

drove into the arive-xn, got out of his c ar, and engaged him 
in conversation. While he was talking to I I 

that this individual walked up to them and asked 

| f the car parked there was his, and if so . if he b'7C 
would drive him to Provo, Utah, for $5.00. | stated 

that this I ndividual seemed quite anxious to go, and when 

U p- reed, the individual walked right over to the car 
and got in, I " recalled that the individual had told 

I [ hat he lived near the corner where Allen's Market 

was In Provo | "I stated that when he first observed the 

individual while ne was standing at the back door of t he driv e- 
in, it was approximately ten to fifteen minutes before I I 

| appeared.. 

I I stated that the individual was wearing a 

dark green plaid sport coat with a different colored green b7c 

stripe running through it. He stated that the green color was 
correct, to the best of his recollection. in addition, he 
stated the party was wearing a shirt and tie, color unrecalled. 


Intervi ewod on_4./,. 1. LA —, — Ipf -i 
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1 stated that his attention was drawn to the individual* 
shoes, whicn he described as being black shoes> ankle high, 
with very thick heavy soles. He advised that the shoes were 
quite odd looking and not the normal type of street Oxford. 

I I stated that he had observed photographs 

of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY on the front page of the Monday 
morning, April 10, 1972, Salt Lake Tribune, in connection 
with an airline hi Tacking. and he had immediately thought 
that the individual depicted in tne.se photographs as MC COY 
was the same individua l he had e ncountered at the Hi-Spot 
Drive-in, In addition J | was exhibited a polaroid 

photograph of an individual standing against a cinder block 
wall wearing an Army fatigue uniform bearing the name MC COY, 
and he stated that that also was the same individual seen at 
the drive-in. 


'1 

x. 
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L__ j—l Springville, 

Utah, phone I at Springville 

High School, advis ed that on Fri day night, April 7, 1972, he 
was on a date with I I of Springville and that he 

dropped her off at her residence shortly past midnight. He 
stated that he drove south on Main Street to the Hi-Spot Drive- 
in, which is on the northwest corner of 400 South and Main 
Street. As he drove to the drive-in, he passed a jewelry store 
window approximately one block north of the drive-in where he 
looked at a clock in the window which gave the time as 12:15 AM. 

_|advised that he pulled into the drive- 

in and parked his vehicle on the north side of the drive-in 
which shares a common parking lot with Allen f s Mark et. Af ter 
getting out of his vehicle, he met a school friend J 

I who was seated at the picnic tables on the north side 
of the d rive-in. I stated that he conversed with 

i for a very short period of time and then stepped to the 
center window of the drive-in (on the east side of the building), 
however, he did not purchase a coke as the girl on d uty did no t ^ 
see him standing there. He turned around to talk to l I 

again when an individual came up from b ehind and po inted to 
his car, asking him if the car was his. I stated that 

he repli ed in the aff irmative, at which time this indiv idual 
asked if I ~l uld take him to Provo. I I stated 

that he hedged for a moment as he did not particularly want to, 
however, this indi vidual then mentioned that he would pay him 

$5.00 to take him. _ stated that he th en agreed t o take 

the individual and they both got in his car and I I asked 

him where in Provo, wherein the individual replied ”0n this side 
of Provo". 

_I stated that the individual was drinking an 

unknown type of drink in a tall "25 to 35 cent si ze" Hi-Spot 
paper cup which he took with him in the vehicle. 

noted that the individual had a bill wrapped around the cup in ° 
his hand which T I believed was either a $10 bill or 

possibly bigger. He stated that he then asked the individual 
why he needed a ride at this time of night, to which the 
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individual replied that he had been stranded there by some 
friends and continued by mentioning how inconsiderate some 
people could be. 

| |stated that as they drove north on the 

old highway between Springville and Provo, he observed some 
flares being dropped in the sky over the Utah Lake area west 
of them, and I I stated that he mentioned to his 

b7C pas^enge^ that he wondered what the f lares were for. The 

passenger replied that he was familiar with these types of 
flares as he had used them in Vietnam, and, according to 
I I the passenger then explained to him how these 

type of flares were dropped from aircraft utilizing small 
parachutes. 

I I stated that they drove for a few more 

minutes in silence, and that when they neared 300 South 
Street in Provo, that his passenger told him to turn west on 
300 South, and then told him to turn left.atrain at a street, 
which number! fcould not recall. I I could 

recall, however, that he pulled over to the curb at the third 
house south on 300 South on the west side of the street and 
jrj 7 Q let his passenger out, at which time the passenger thanked 

him and put a $5 bill on the dashboard of his vehi cle and 
told him that that would handle his gas and time. I I 

stated he cannot recall whether or not a car was parked in 
front of the residence, whether there was a post lamp in 
front of the residence, or even if the passenger, in fact, 
went into the house, as he drove away as soon as the indi¬ 
vidual got ou: or the vehicle, and he , | [ never looked 

back. 

I 1 stated that he recognized all of the 

photographs of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY on Monday, April 10, 1972, 
specifically the photographs on the front pages of the Monday 
morning Salt Lake Tribune and the Monday evening Provo Daily 
b7C Herald. He stated that the individual depicted as MC COY in 

these photographs was positively the same individual that he 
drove from the Hi-Spot Drive-in in Springville to the residence 
south of 3 00 South Street in Provo. In additionJ I was 

exhibited a polaroid photograph of an individual dressed in a 
military fatigue-type uniform bearing the name MC COY on the 
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b7C 


b7C 


right side of his chest, which indi vidual was standing against 
a cinder block wall, and I 1 stated that this individual 

also was the same person to whom he had given the ride. 

I ~~l advised that this individual was 

dressed in dark pants and wearing what appeared to be older 
dirty shoes and a dark coat, color unrecalled. He stated 
that the individual’s hair had been neat and that he had no 

mustache or glasses. 

I l advise d that on Monda y morning, April 

10, 1972, he was approached by | | at school, where¬ 

in the two discussed that the individu al they had met at the 
Hi-Spot Drive-in Friday night, to whom l I gave the 

ride, appeared to be identical with the photographs of the 
airline hijacker they had seen in the newspapers that morning. 

I | was driven up to 300 South Street in 

Provo from Springville, at which point he gave directions to 
turn west on 300 South, and then stated that the street he had 
turned left on was either 500, 400, 300 or 200 East, he was 
not sure. He was driven down each one of these streets where¬ 
in he observed the third house south on the west side of each 
street, and stated that the house where he took his passenger 
was either the one on 400 East or 200 East. The r esidence at 
360 South 200 East was pointed out specifically to I I 

and he stated that to the best of his recollection, it was 
the residence where he had let out his passenger. 
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Srieham Youne 

university student, was intervi 


I Springville, phone 

b7C 


He advised that on Friday night, April 7, 1972, at 
approximately midnight or shortly thereafter, that he stopped 
at the Hi-Spot Drive-in on the northw est corner of 400 So uth 
Street and Main in Springville, whe-re f" * j was 

working, and he stood in front of the drive-in for a few 
minutes talking to three or four othpr» in^ivi^naie . names not 
_ recalled He could not recall if | | orl I 

I I were at the drive-in at that time. 

He advised that a white male, approximately 30 years, 
was standing at the window of the drive-in placin g an or der 
when the individual turned around and remarked to f “H and 
his group somethi ng about had they heard anything about a 
hijacker. I I stated the individual then stated that some 

guy had just jumped ou t of an airplane by the lake with a 
half million dollars. I | advised that he and his fri ends 

laughed, and the individual then stated, '’I’m serious”. 
advised that the individual then turned back to the window, 
picked up his order, and walked away. 


I ladvised that he is approximately five feet 

ten inches tall and that this individual was shorter than he 
is, but could not further identify his clothing. 

I I was exhibited a polaroid photograph of 

an individual standing by a cinder block wall wearing Army 
fatigues bearing the name MC COY, and he stated he was not 
positive that the individual depicted in the photograph was 
the same one who spoke to them at the drive-in, but he was 
quite certain. 
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I | Provo, Utah, 

' advised as follows: 

RICHARD MC COY I lhave been renting the main 

floor of 360 South 200 East I j for the P ast t w ° 

years. MC COY is a pilot of a helicopter t n the Air* National 
Guard and attends Brigham Young University. I 


I They do not have many friends,but are active in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latt er-dav Saints (LDS) and are in 
the same ward with the I 1 They p^v then -n hi 1 1 s f but do not 

appear to have a great deal of money. 1 I works during 

the day. 


MC COY has been on crutches for several days, and 
within the past two to three days had been observed with his 
right foot in a cast. 

Th p MC COYg o wn two cars, a gray sedan and a green 
Volkswagen. I I came home after 12:00 midnight on April 

7, 1972, and noticed the light was on in the kitchen window at 
the MC COYs. He noticed the sedan was in front of the residence 
at that time, but did not recall seeing the Volkswagen. 

The re are two apartments below the MC COY’s. The 
| \ are in the process of moving and have not been 

there for a couple of days. 

The other apartment is occupied by a bachelor by the 
name of | | had not been observed Friday or 

Saturday, April 7th or 8th, 1972. 1 

The people living on the other side of the MC COYs 
are the I I who have been gone for over a week on 

vacation. 
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I I Provo, Utah, 

advised that she and her husband rent an apartment at 360 _ 

South 200 East, next door to the RICHARD MC COYs. I I 

said she did not recall seeing a green Volkswagen belonging 
to the MC COYs behind their residence where they usually park 
it when she looked out the window at about 11:00 P.M. on 
April 7, 1972, or at 7:00 A.M. the next morning. 


4/8/72 Provo, Utah 

Interviewed on -- 


SA 


b7C 

SA 


LGT:lbp 
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Date 
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1 

1 _ 

1 was interviewed, at which ; 


.vised he has 

1 He advised 


been a residence of this address fori 


he knows the RICHARD FLOYD McCOY family who reside on the 
main floor at this address. He stated that they had been 
neighbors approximately two to three years. 

I I described McCOY as a good neighbor^ 

friendly, but an individual with whom he has had limited 
contact. He advised McCOY parks his aiitnmnhiles directly 
behind the residence at 360 South 2nd East. I T 

described McCOY as being a helicopter pilot, but could not 
comment concerning McCOY’s competency as a pilot. He 
advised McCOY had also been involved in skydiving, although 
| ~| has had no contact; with McCOY during any of McCOY’s b7C 

said activities. I 1 stated McCOY is also a part time 

vacuum cleaner salesman and repairman, although he was 
unable to provide information concerning McCOY's affiliation 
with any vacuum cleaner company. He stated McCOY's wife 
had taught school at Provo High School in Provo, Utah. 

I 1 stated that he knew nothing of the hijacking 

except what he has heard on the news, but he could not in 
any way think of McCOY as a suspect in this matter. He 
stated that he was unaware of McCOY’s activities on Friday, 
April 7, 1972, as he does not recall seeing McCOY on that 
day. He is certain that somebody was home at the McCOY 
residence as he could hear the tpipvisinn on the main floor, 
which he can hear each night. I I stated he customarily 

retires for the night about 10:00 p.m.; and he heard nothing 
on Friday night which would have awakened him, or called his 
attention to the fact there were any abnormal activities 
either in the McCOY residence above or around the home. 


He advised that neither the husband or wife set 
any pattern of activity; however, the wife drives the Plymouth 
automobile and McCOY generally drives the Volkswagen. He 
advised that McCOY use s the Volkswagen in his business b 

activities. I t vised he did not know if either of the 

cars was home on Friday evening. 


On 


by 


4/9/72 _ a t Provo, Utah 
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I ~~L hw-? gpH that the McCOYs have had a sister- 

in-law residing with them since about Christmas, 1971. He 
advised he has little contact with this individual and could 
furnish no infomation concerning her activities. He advised 
he has no contact with any of the McCOY friends or associates. 
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[ 


1 


advised h e is the 

Provo, t> 7 £ 


owner of the property located at I 
Utah, which is located next door and which property is joined 
by a common driveway. 


advised that his tenant on the main floor has 
been RICHARD FLOYD McCOY, JR., and family. The McCOYs have 
resided there for approximately two years. He advised that the 
McCOYs, in addition to controling the main floor also control 
the attic. He stated they have no out buildings but park their 
two cars, a green Volkswagen and a blue P1 vmouth F u rv . on 
the cement drive at the rear of the house. I I advised 

that the downsta irs is divide d into two apartment buildings. 

One is rented to I I age approximately I_ I who has 


b V * 


^^ ■ i ta¬ 

res ided alone in this apartment for approximated^! 
He advised t he second apartment was vacated bv l 
I I on Thursday, April 6 , 1972 , when the [ 

moved to a residence at Wymount Terra 


T 


University (BYU) campus. He advised 


ce on t he Brigham Young 
is a BYU student 


3 


family are hig 
neighborhood. 


expressed the opinion that McCOY and his 
type ind ividuals, well regarded in the 

l advised that the McCOYs are friendly 
with other tenants and neighbors, but to the best of his 
knowledge, have no close personal relationshi ps, He advi sed 
that he could not believe that a contact with l~ I 

would provide any assistance in the inve stigation of the 
hijacking matter as he did not feel that |"~ | McCQY 

had any close personal ties. 


b'7 


b7C 


When questioned regarding McCOY’s activities,! 
advised that McCOY keeps no fixed schedule and that h<* comes 
and goes at all hours of the day^ consequentlv J l has no b7C 

reason to observe any depa rture from McCOY’s normal activities 
on Friday, April 7, 1972. I l advised he did not know whether 
McCOY was at home, whether his automobiles were at home or 
of the activities of other members of the McCOY family. He 
stated he could furnish no information that would directly 
bear on the hijack matter. 


On 


4/9/72 


Provo, Utah b 1 


by __ 


SAs 


, and 
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With the full c onsent and assistance of I 
the property ccntroled by I I was searched by inter- 

vje wing A gents, This search included out buildings and 
the | ^^H yard, Nothing was observed which would indicate 
that anyone had been digging in the > area or had hidde 
anything that was put on the )ropertv unknown to 
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|_| of Physical 

Education, Brigham Young University (BYU), Provo, Utah', 
advised as follows: 

On Tuesday, March 21, 1972, RICHARD FLOYD MC COY 
was nartirinating in skiing with a ski class being taught by 

_Tat the Snowbird Ski Resort, Cottonwood Canyon, 

Salt Lake County, Utah. This was the last day of skiing for 
the class. While MC COY was skiing about ten yards away from 

I MC COY had a fall. The binding did not re¬ 
lease on the toe portion, but the heel portion of the binding 
did release. It appeared to be a natural fall rather than a 
deliberate type of fall and MC COY seemed to experience a 
genuine pain from the injury which was sustained to his leg. 

MC COY said for about during the first five minutes 
following the injury that he thought his leg was probably 
broken, but a few minutes later he indicated it was probably 
not broken; then again the pain seemed to increase and he 
still thought it might have been broken. 

MC COY was taken to the Health Center at BYU by a 
female ski instructor, name unknown. 

_ The next night, MC COY called_ as 

h ad instructed him to do, and reported on 
his condition. MC COY said an X-ray had been taken and his 
leg had not been broken but had been sprained . About three * 
days later, MC COY came to I I office and his 

leg was in a cast. MC COY said he was to k een his leg in a 
cast for about four days. : has not seen 

MC COY since that time. 


MC COY seemed to always drive his own car, a 
Volkswagen, rather than going by bus with the class on their 
ski trips. 

_is of the opinion that the above 

described injury was a genuine one because of the other people 
who observed MC COY fall and also because he was a long way 
from the bottom of the ski run. 
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_ Brigham Young Univer- b7c 

sity Police Department, Provo, Utah, advised as follows: 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, also known as Richard Floyd 
McCoy, Jr*, 360 South 2nd East, Provo, home address Route 5, 

Box 378, Raleigh, North Carolina, is a third year student in 
Law Enforcement at Brigham Young University (BYU). He was 
born December 7, 1942, at Kinston, North Carolina« He has 
Student N umber 068365^ His wife is I I his 

father is | whose employment is listed 

as onstodian at North Ca rolina State Univ ersity: his moth er 


is 


and a relative is[ 


Route 1, Cove City, North Carolina,, MC COY graduated from 
Needham Broughton High School, Raleigh, North Carolina, in 
June, 1961. 


b7C 


MC COY attended BYU from September, 1961, to 
February 21, 1962, when he withdrew to enter the armed forces; 
from February to May, 1965; took a correspondence class June 
24, 1970. He registered at BYU in September, 1970, and with¬ 
drew September 25, 1970, because of financial difficulty. He 
attended from February to May, 1971; during the summer of 
1971; and from September, 1971, until the present time. He 
has the following class schedule at BYU: 


Devotional 402 
Law Enforcement 301 
Physics 110 

Political Science 330 

Sociology 383 
Forum 

Physical Education 195 


Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, 5s00 to 7:30 pom. 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 

8:00 a.nio 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 

2:00 p.m. 

Monday, 5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday, 12:00 noon. 


On 


by 


4/- 8/ ^2-at 


Provo, Utah 


SA 


b7C 

/ mnesnsb 
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Tuesday, Thursday, 7*00 a «nu 

Tuesday, Thursday, 11s00 aJ 0 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 

10 s 0 0 a o m o 


MC COY has taken courses in Air Science and Naviga¬ 
tion at BYUo 

He completed three classes at the University of 
Mary1and during the school year of 19 6 8-19 6 9 „ 

MC COY is taking a total of twenty and one-half 
semester hours at BYU, which is an unusually high number of 
hours„ His scholastic grades for the fall semester of 
1970 were between "A” and " B," which made him eligible to 
take the large number of hours during the current semester- 

BYU was closed for Easter vacation on Thursday and 
Friday, April 6 and 7, 1972„ 

MC CGY's address as of July, 1370, was listed as 
7867 Van Croft Avenue, Apartment 15, Oakland, California, 

MC COY was employed from January 2, 1961, to July 
23, 1961, or possibly until a later date, at the ASP Food 
Stores, Raleigh, North Carolina, He has Social Security 
Number 237-66-2779 a He served on a church mission in the 
Central Atlantic States of the United States, 


Political Science 311 
Sociology 210 
Sociology 5 


141 



r > 




SU 164-36 
LJS:cj 

1 . 


Agent 


The following in vestigation was conducted by Special 
_at Provo, Utah, on April 8, 1972: 


|_| Brigham Young University, 

(BYU) Police Department, Provo, Utah, advised RICHARD FLOYD 
MC COY, also known as RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., was born 
December 7, 1947 at Kinston, North Carolina. His home address 
is Route 5 Box 378, Raleigh, North Carolina. He was a graduate 
of Needham Broughton High School, Raleigh, June of 1961. 


b7C 


b7C 


MC COY is a third year student at BYU, majoring in 
law enforcement. His Provo, Utah, address is 360 South 
200 East. ! 


He attended BYU from September 1961 to February 21, 
1962 when he withdrew; from February 1965 to May 1965, taking 
a correspondence class in June 24, 1970; registered in September 
of 1970 and withdrew September 25, 1970 because of financial 
difficulties. He attended from February 1971 to May 1971, 
during summer of 1971, and from September 1971 until the present 
time. 


MC COY's wife is listed as|_I 

His address in June of 1970 was 7867 Apartment 15, Van Croft b7C 
Avenue, Oakland, California. His father was employed as a 
custodian at North Carolina State University. 

MC COY also attended the University of Maryland 
taking three classes during school year of 1968-69. 

MC COY is registered for 20% semester hours at BYU 
at the present time. He has classes each day of the week and 
he has a Wednesday evening class in law enforcement from 
5:00 to 7:30 PM. His Thursday schedule includes classes at 
7:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon. His Friday classes are at 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 

He has two cars, a 1966 blue Plymouth with North 
Carolina license SA 1333 and a 1969 green Volkswagen with 
North Carolina license SA 1334. MC COY has no arrest record 
at the BYU Police Department. His scholastic grades were 
below average during his early years at school but during the 
last semester were between A and B, qualifying him to take 
20% hours during the current semester. 
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SA[ 


The following investigation was conducted by 


was located 


On April 8 ■> 1972 . _ 

at his residence at | Utah, 

at which time he advised that he is employed by his father 
as a carpenter in building homes and that he is a member of J 

the Utah National Guard and is an experienced skydiver, having 
jumped over a hundred times. 


He advised that he is acquainted with RICHARD 
MC COY, who is a student at Brigham Young University and who 
is also a member of the Utah National Guard. He advised that 
MC COY is a pilot and can fly both helicopters and small 
planes and is an experienced skydiver. 


He advised that MC COY has never discussed with 
him the hijacking of any airplanes, but he has been in groups; 
namely, the Alta Jump Club which meets at the airport in 
Sandy, Utah, in which they have jointly discussed the 
mistakes that individuals have made in trying to hijack 
previous planes. 

He advised that he does not feel that MC COY would 
be a good suspect in this case in view of the fact that 
approximately three weeks ago, MC COY broke his ankle and 
has his right foot in a cast. He advised that the last 
time he talked with MC COY was the past Wednesday and that 
he went over on Thursday evening to MC COY's residence which 
is in Provo, Utah, and noticed that his car was in the driveway, 
but MC COY was not at home. He advised that he has had no 
contact with MC COY since that time and that MC COY has 
definitely never discussed with him the possibility of hijacking 
an airplane and attempting to get money out of the airlines. 


The following physical description of 
was obtained through observation and interview: 
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p o 

i * 


Race 

Sex 

Nationality 
Date of birth 
Age 

Height 
Vie ight 
Ha ir 

V e n.ic ie 

Residence 


V/hite 

Male 

A m i3 yi i r-an 


6 ' 6 ” 

17 5 _._ 

b7C 


| | Ut ahT 


145 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


April 11, 1972 


1 


I 1 Utah, telephone 

I I - was interviewed in the Salt Lake City Office of the FBI, 

at which time he observed the parachute obtained during a search b7C 
of the home of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, as well as the harness and 
container. He described the harness as a Security Cross Bow 
and Short Bow Harness and the parachute as a Commander Mark 2 , 
manufactured in 1968, To his knowledge, only seven of these 
chutes were manufactured and only two are in the State of Utah. 

He stated both items described above are his property and were 
loaned by him to McCOY sometime after March 23, 1972. He ex¬ 
plained he is very poor on dates but recalled he returned home 
on the 23rd of March, 1972, after visiting his girl friend in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


Prior I Jleavlng on this trip, McCOY had 

asked to borrow his skis and he told McCOY he could use them; 
however . McCOY did not borrow them and when at his house McCOY 
advised l I he had rented a pair of skis and had broken 

his ankle. He stated McCOY was wearing a cast and he wondered 
why he wanted the pa rachute but McCOY stated he and a friend were 
going to jump and he I \ assumed McCOY was going to pilot 

the plane which he is capable of doing. 


I ] stated the parachute was not packed when he 

gave it to McCOY and McCOY said he would have it packed at the 
BYU Jump Club. 

I I said he has known McCOY approximately one 

year and has found him to be a very honest and religious person 
who did not drink or smoke. He said sometime prior to Christmas 
he accomp mied Me 77” or a trip when they obtained a ride on a 
military plane at Hi-l Air Force Basg Thgv ment tn Charleston, 
South Carolina, and met McCOY 1 s i . I wh o 

lives in Savannah, Georgia, areaT They traveled in i I 's 

car with his family and. visited McCOY’s parents who reside near 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 


b7C 


b7C 


4/11/72 

On__—at 


Salt Lake City, Utah „ SU 164-36 

___i__File #_ 


by 


SA 


b7C 


men 


Date dictated 


4/11/72 
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P. 2 


I McCOY never discussed hijacking a plane 

with him; however, after giving this some thought he recalled that 
b7C 1cCOY mentioned to him that in one of his Police Science classes 
a test-type form nad been passed around, which related to the fact 
that if you have ever committed a crime or how much money it would 
take to cause you to commit a crime. McCOY asked him how much 
money it would take for him to commit a crime and after they got 
up in the millions he told McCOY he would not be interested in 
commiting a crime at any price. He advised that McCOY did not 
say how much it would take to cause him to commit a crime. 

I I sta tec afler giving this considerable thought 

k 7 C he now believes, -sven though he and McCOY were,good friends, 

that since he would not be interested in commiting a crime at any 
cost this was probably the reason McCOY never discussed it with 
him. 

I l advised he does not consider McCOY to be a 

real experienced jumper and until the time that McCOY started 
using the chute descri bed above h e often got hurt since the equip- 
)L ment did not fit him. I I stated he has had one hundred 

and seventeen jumps and he is not even classified as an experienced 
jumper. 
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SETTING OF GRAND JURY 



SU 16* 


On April 12, 1972, Assistant United States Attorney 
JAMES F* HOUSLEY, Sait Lake City, Utah, advised that the 
facts of this case will be presented to a Federal Grand Jury 
at 10:00 AM on April 14, 1972, at Salt Lake City. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
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SU 16* 36 
JLT : dl .;;s< Ibp 
1 


The fol lowing investigation was conducted by SA 
b7C | | at Salt Lake City, Utah, on April 8, 1972: 

I l United Air Lines Security, 

Chicago, Illinois, telephonically advised that the manifest 
on the fl -jghi- of Unit ed Air Lines (UAL) Flight 855 , bears 

the names l | andl _ L stated that 

they have determined that I I should be I I 

I I is a known regular UAL and resides in 

Michigan«> It w^ 2 __^y^£e^ted b vl r :hat the hijacker 

used the name ~ | not | as previously 

recorded. 


b7 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* of transcription April 8 , 1972 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


Reservations Clerk, United Airlines 
(UAL) was interviewed and furnished the following information 


] stated that between 4:10 and 4:20 p.m. 


on April 7, 1972, she received a telephone call from a 
male w hose voice sounded as though he were in his 20’s. 


advised that this caller requested informati on per- 


taining to flights from Denver to Salt Lake City. [ 


advised that the caller was told there were two flights en 
route to Salt Lake City and stated that these flights would 
arrive at 5:30 p.m, on April 7, 1972, and 8:25 p.m, on 
April 7, 1972. 


then stated that the caller asked the following 
question, "Haven’t you had a plane t hat was hijacked to/over 
Salt Lake City from Denver?” I l advised that she cannot 

recall whether the caller requested whether this craft was 
hijacked to Salt Lake City or over Salt Lake City. 

Inasmuch as she had recei ved no information per¬ 


taining to a hijacking in progress 




advised that she 


informed the caller that UAL had no hijacking in progress nor 
did any ot her car rier based in Denver have a hijacking in 
progress. I I st ated at this time that the caller said, 

”0h, yeah. Okay.” 


]advised that when this statement was 


made „t he tone of the caller’s voice inferred sarcasm to her. 

advised that she did not receive any further calls pertaining 


to a hijacking in progress until approximately 5:00 p.m., when 
a call was received from the "San Francisco Chronicle”. 


stated that this call had been received on 


the Salt Lake City identifier, which indicated to her that 
the caller had dialed a Salt Lake City telephone number to 
obtain the information. She stated that when this Salt Lake 
City number was dia led the call was transferred directly to the 


Denver UAL office. 


advised she had no indication as to 


the exact location from which the call was made. 


4/8/72 Denver, 

Interviewed on-—-— at--— — 


by 


SA 


b7C 

f og.dls 


Colorado 


DN 164-120 
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| *| advised she heard no background 
the caller had no accent or slur in his speech, 
he did sound like a male approximately in his 2 


noise , that 
but that 

i' s. 
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KEN:ksa 
P. 1 


Agent 


The followin g investigation was conducted by Special 
at Provo, Utah: 


Pursuant to the execution of a search warrant for 
subject's residence at 360 South 2nd East, Provo, Utah, the 
following licenses were noted: 


Utah driver's license number A327637 
Expires December 7, 1974 

California driver's license number E561119 
Expires December 7, 1972 

North Carolina driver's license number 1964810 
Expires December 7, 1974 

Uo S. Commercial Pilot's license number 2004374 
Ratings and Limitations Airplane - Single engine land 
Roto-Craft - Helicopter 
Instruments - Helicopter only 
Date of Issue, December 7, 1970. 
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SU 164-36 
CJS:deb 
P. 1 



resides in Raleigh, North Carolina, and that he is well 
b7C acquainted with RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,, as well as 

both his father an d mother who also reside in the Raleigh 
area, I I nlaineri that he has been a Bishop in the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints tor the last 
seven years and he has a son attending- Brigham Young University. 


b7C 


b7C 


He advised during the afternoon of April 3, 19 7 2, 
while visiting his son, he observed MC COY and at that time 
they had a conversation which lasted for approximately 
thirty to forty minutes, and MC COY was wearing a cast which 
he believed was on his right leg and also had a mustache. 

He advised at that time MC COY seemed to be in rood mentat 
healths He advi sed that MC COY| ~ 

I I and stated that nu cuf's rather ana motner 

are first cousins, and during the recent years have had 
considerable trouble with their marriage; however, he has 
no idea what effect this has had on the children. 


I | requested permission To visit MC COY at the 
Salt Lake County Jail; however, he was advised that this 
could not be granted in view of the fact that MC COY was 
in the custody of the U. S. Marshal’s Office, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/10/72 


Dote of transcription 


P. 1 


Provo, Utah, advised that she and her husband purchased a 
Tote-Gote from RICHARD F. MC COY on September 1, 1971, for 
$125. The purchase was made in response to an advertisement 
which appeared in the local newspaper or the Shopper’s Guide. 
MC COY said that h e was spiling thq Tote-Gote because he 
needed the money. I l stated she has not seer 

MC COY since September 1, 1971. 


Interviewed on 

saI 


4/10/72 


of ... 


Provo, Utah 


Salt Lake City 

H 164-36 
FH« #_ 


by 


b‘7C 


ksa 


Pfltp dictated 


4/10/72 
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investigation was conducted by 


il 10 , 1972 ,|_| 

Bomb Disposal Unit, 6th U. S. Army, Salt 
was telephonically contacted at his number -- 
524-4334 -- and he was requested to examine a pineapple-type 
military hand grenade to ascertain if it was inert. 

b7C appeared at the Salt Lake City 

Ofij.ee and examined the hand grenade, at which time he advised 
that the powder had been removed, and in addition, the cap 
had been detonated and there was no danger involved in 
handling or storing it. 
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On April 11, 1972, 
advised he is a Company Commander 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, 


who 


of Company A, 1st bat t a non 
voluntarily appeared at the Salt 


Lake City Office of the FBI where he 


I anti L 


Jail talking 
i n a ±n _Locat 


.locate 

_l and [ 


to I ~~ 

counsel 


] and 


fori 


as interview ed bv SAs 
He advised I 
that he had been to 
that date. He said 




] 


if 


the County 

on that date. ne said he is attem 
] and has considered I 
He said he has had several offers 
of free counsel. He mentioned also that he had received a call 
from someone offering him $50,000 for the plan on the hijacking. 
He also said they had considered selling his brother’s story 
for funds to finance his defense. 


b' 

t- 


I li mn lied that I l had confided that b7C 

someone else was involved with him, but that he had not pursued 
the matter. He said the name would undoubtedly come out and 
that it would probably be through the attorney they select to 
represent his brother. 

He mentioned also that I J 

had some mental problems before they were married and that re¬ 
cords w ould be in Oh io, Toledo or Columbus, possibly, under the 
name of | ~\ b7C 

He further said ! I ' and a friend had visited 

him in Charleston, South Carolina, in about January of this 
year. 
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interview with subject's sister-in-law indicates 
that subject was planning on taking his life if captured; 
therefore,he should be considered as having SUICIDAL 
TENDENCIES. 
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FI>2&3 (Rev. 12-19-67) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 


SALT LAKE CITY 

SALT LAKE CITY 

4/14/72 

4/7-12/72 


Ibp 


TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE EY_1_ 


J 


b7C 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

c 

HA RAC Til OF CASE 


CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW 
MEMBERS 


REFERENCES :^ Denver teletype to Bureau, 4/8/72, 

Salt Lake City airtel to Bureau, 4/8/72. 

San Francisco teletypes to Bureau, 4/8/72. 

Salt Lake City teletype to Bureau, 4/8/72. 

Bureau teletype to Salt Lake City, 4/9/72. 

- P - 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

After being advised that plane was on the g pound at 
San Francisco and hijacker’s demands were being met fop 
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parachutes and $500,000, all law enforcement agencies m the 
State of Utah were notified, as well as the National Guard 
and Hill Air Force Base who were requested to furnish heli¬ 
copters and other aircraft as needed since subject's destina¬ 
tion was unknown at that time. At approximately 8:22 PM, in¬ 
formation was received that the aircraft was headed for the 
Coaldale marker in Nevada. Subject was described as a white 
male, approximately 25, 5' 5”, 145 to 160 pounds, with dark 
complexion. The plane's direction was followed through con¬ 
tact with the Air Traffic Control Center at Salt Lake City 
until it was believed subject bailed out of the plane near 
the Provo, Utah, airport, where a continuous search was made 
throughout the night by local police agencies and all avail¬ 
able FBI Agents. 

Investigation conducted by the Salt Lake City 
Division and auxiliary Offices not pertinent to this case is 
not being included in this report but maintained as part of 

the file. 


A detailed map is being prepared showing the jump 
area of the subject and will be included in the next report. 

No leads are being set forth in this report for 
auxiliary Offices in view of the fact that they have been 
requested by the most expeditious means. Auxiliary Offices 
have been requested to furnish reports in this case covering 
their investigation. 

Due to the splendid cooperation demonstrated by all 
law enforcement agencies in the State of Utah, as well as Hill 
Alp Force Base and the Utah National Guard, a letter of appre¬ 
ciation was sent to the head of each of these agencies. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 4/8/72 


administrative 


R. po , H . ■ _ ... _ _ j in Charge of b 7c 

Records, lu^uan iwiuig university, furnished four photo 

copies of a signature of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, taken from 
his admission application for the university. 


On 


by 


-U/8/72 _at_ PrQy.fi.> Utah 


b'7C 


.File # SU 164>»36 


SA 


/ mhe;nsb Date dictated _j»/9/72 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


I | Security Department, * 

Brigham Young University, furbished two Polaroid photographs 
of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, which were taken from the 1962 
"Yearbook” from Brigham Young University. 


4/8/72 


Provo, Utah 


.File # 


SU 164-36 


by SaI _ 1/ rnhe-.nsb _ Date dictated 4/9/72 - 
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b 


b' 


TVifl f r>i i investigation was conducted by SA 


| I Brigha® 

Young University (BYU) Health Center, BYU, Provo, Utah, 
advised April 11, 1972, that subject MC COY had recently been 
treated at that health center regarding a l eg condition and 
that he was treated by I \ He stated that 

because of numerous lawsuits in the medical profession and 
because of skepticism of college students regarding confix 
dentiality of medical records, he has taken a rigid Stmhd 
against releasing information in medical records without the 
consent of the patient or a subpoena. He stated he would dis- 
miss any doctor who would release such information. He ad¬ 
vised that to his knowledge, subject had never been treated 
for any mental abnormality, but hinted subject might have had 
some problem of that type. He was non-specific but gave the 
impression subject might have had an emotional problem. 


I I BYU Health Center, advised 

April 11, 1972, that he had seen subject twice during about 
the past month in regard to his leg, and that subject was to 
have -nH time but did not so return, thus indi- 

rating tn I I that his leg must not have been too bad. 

I I stated that he was unable to give any information 

without a subpoena or consent of the subject. 
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LEADS 


SALT LAKE CITY 

AT SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

1. follow and report results of requested examina 
tions by the FBI Laboratory and Identification Division, as 
well as investigation being conducted by auxiliary offices. 

2. Follow and report prosecutive action taken 
against subject. 

3. Continue to conduct all logical investigation 
to develop additional facts in this case. 


_ p* _ 
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4/19/72 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) AND SACS, PORTLAND (164-41) 

SEATTLE (164-81) 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 


FROM : SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK. RE: RICHARD FLOYD 1C COY, JR. - SUSPECT 
RE LAS VEGAS TEL APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST AND SALT LAKE CITY 
TEL APRIL NINETEEN INSTANT. 

ATTENDANT WHO WAS ON DUTY ELEVEN PM, NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE 
LAST TO SEVEN AM,NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX LAST, LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED 
THIS DATE. DOES NOT RECALL ANY DETAILS CONCERNING CHARGE MADE FOR 
GASOLINE ON MC COY'S BANK AMERICARD. INSPECTION OF CARBON WITH 
STATION COPY OF CHARGE SLIP INDICATES THAT WORDS "NO. 


WRITTEN 


NEAR LICENSE NUMBER. ATTENDANT STATES HE BELIEVES HE CHECKED 
LICENSE BUT NOT POSITIVE. 

ONLY AIR FORCE BASE WHERE MILITARY PLANES COULD LAND IN 
LAS VEGAS AREA IS NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, NORTHEAST OF LAS VEGAS. 
CHECKS WITH NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE OPERATIONS INDICATE THAT 
INDIVIDUALS WHO COME IN ON MILITARY PLANES ARE NOT LOGGED 
INDIVIDUALLY. PERSONNEL STATE THERE WOULD BE NO WAY OF KNOWING 
WHETHER A PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL ARRIVED IN LAS VEGAS. OPERATIONS 


b7C 


1 - LV 164-60 
t - LV 164-72 
MCD:ffs (2H;v 











«r 



LV 164-60 
PAGE TWO 

PERSONNEL STATE THAT INDIVIDUAL NAMES WOULD BE AVAILABLE AT 
POINT OF ORIGIN OF FLIGHT AND WOULD BE REFLECTED ON A PASSENGER 
MANIFEST. 

THREE FLIGHTS DURING MONTH OF NOVEMBER WITH PASSENGER 
CARRYING CAPABILITY LANDED AT NELLIS WITH PRIOR STOP AT HILL 
AIR FORCE BASE: 

ONE - NOVEMBER THREE, C ONE ONE EIGHT FROM NELLIS TO HILL AND 
RETURN 

TWO - NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN, T THIRTY-NINE FROM HILL TO NELLIS 
THREE - NOVEMBER TWENTY-FOUR, T THIRTY-NINE FROM OFFETT FIELD, 
NEBRASKA TO HILL AIR FORCE BASE TO CASTLE, NEW MEXICO, TO 
NELLIS. 

A CHECK OF THE LOGS REVEALED NO NATIONAL GUARD PLANES OR 
RESERVE AIR FORCE PLANES FROM SALT LAKE CITY COMMERCIAL AIR 
FIELD TO NELLIS DURING MONTH OF NOVEMBER. 

SALT LAKE CITY CONSIDER CHECK AT HILL AIR FORCE BASE FOR 
ANY PASSENGER MANIFEST DURING NOVEMBER LAST SHOWING MC COY AS 
PASSENGER. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 






4/20/72 


PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) AND SACS, SEATTLE (164-81) 

AND SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 

FROM : SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK. RE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. - SUSPECT 
RE LAS VEGAS TEL APRIL NINETEEN LAST. 

| OPERATIONS OFFICER, NELLIS 

AIR FORCE BASE, ADVISED SEARCH OF RECORDS FOR OUTGOING AIRCRAFT 
TO THE PORTLAND, OREGON, AREA DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 
SEVENTY-ONE, NEGATIVE. NO RECORD OF MC COY ON ANY FLIGHT 
MANIFEST LEAVING NELLIS FOR SAME PERIOD. 

CARBON COPY OF BANK AMERICARD INVOICE OF CAR FOR MC COY 
AND TWO CARBON OF SAME FOR PURCHASES OF GASOLINE AT POWER 
THRUST SERVICE STATION, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, FORWARDED TO BUREAU 
THIS DATE. 

PENDING. 


1 - LV 164-60 
E - LV 164-72 
ISCDifts 
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F B I 

Date: 4/21/72 


Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGE NT 

(Priority) 


-i 

I 

-i- 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 

SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (L64-24) 
SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 

FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 


NORJAK 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL, APRIL SEVENTEEN, LAST. 
TELEPHONE CO. RECORDS, LAS VEGAS, INDICATE TOLL 
CALL MADE FROM TROPICANA HOTEL. RECORDS WILL IDENTIFY 
INDIVIDUAL MAKING CALL AND PERSON CALLED, ALL OF WHICH 
HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO TELEPHONE CO., PROVO, UTAH, AND 
SHOULD BE ON FILE, THEIR RECORDS. 

SLC,HANDLE. 







4/21/72 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111)(Attn: Laboratory) 

FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-60) 

NORJAK; 

RICHARD FLOYD McCOY, JR. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) latent 
fj-^rprinfcs obtained from H 0 rthweat Flight #305 on 
11/2 j/ 71, and towel containing hair or fiber from seat 
where hijacker was sitting. 

Laboratory is requested to compare the latent 
prints with those of RICHARD FLOYD, McCOY, JR, Array 
Service Number RA147967S9, and also will cor-mare the 
hair or fibers with hair samples of McCOY to"be furnished 
by the Dalfc Lake Division at a future date. 


2- Bureau (Ene. 2) 
U?- Lao Vegas 

“jfjr ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-! 

REPORTING OFFICE 

DENVER 

1 

O FF1CE OF ORIGIN 

SALT LAKE CITY 

DATE 

4/24/72 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

4/7/72 - 4/18/72 


TITLE OF CASE 

RICHARD FLOYD MC 

COY, JR., Aka 

REPORT MADE BY 

1 

1 b7C 

TYPED BY 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT 

CREW MEMBERS 



REFERENCES ; San Francisco teletype to Bureau, dated 4/7/72; 
Denver teletype to Bureau, dated 4/8/72; 

Salt Lake City teletype to Bureau, dated 4/8/72; 
Denver airtel to Salt Lake City, dated 4/8/72; 
Denver teletype to Bureau* dated 4/8/72; 

Bureau teletype to Salt Lake City, dated 4/9/72; 
Salt Lake City telcall to Denver, dated 4/10/72; 
Denver airtel to Bureau, dated 4/13/72. 

-P- 

LEAD: 


THE DENVER DIVISION 


AT DENVER, COLORADO : Will report results of FBI Laboratory 
fingerur int ftVanTinatinns— for UAL ticket Denver to Los Angeles in the 
name ofl I b /c 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CONVIC AUTO. FUG. 



N0N E _jACQUIT-l case HAS BEEN: 

RECOVERIES | TALS | 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □YES XXnO 
RENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS QyES KHnO 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE: 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


8 - Bureau (RM) (164-2343) 

3 - Salt Lake City (RM) (164-36) 
1 - USA, Salt Lake City 
Chicago (Info) (RM) 
l)- Las Vegas (Info) (RM) 

1 - San Francisco (Info) (RM) 

2 - Denver (164-120) 


aA-' 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 





Notations 


Request Reed. 
Date Fwd. 
How Fwd. 
















UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy tot 


1 - USA, Salt Lake City (RM) 


Report oft 
Datot 

Flald Office File It 
Tltlei 


I b 7 C 

April 24, 1972 
164-120 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, 


JR. 


O**" 1 DENVER 

Bureau File It 164-2343 


Character CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 


Synoptln 

Subject, whose photo has been identified by UAL ticket agent, 
purchased ticket on UAL Flight 855, Denver to Los Angeles, 
between 1:QQ and 2:00 p.m. on 4/7/72. TlcfcajLjiurchased in 
name of \ Reservations for i I on UAL 

Flight o b b , 4/7/72, made by phone on 3/31/72, leaving no 
contact point. A manila 8” x 10” envelope left in UAL 
Flight 855 waiting area was turned over to UAL stewardess 
aboard aircraft. Photos shown other SIA employees with 
negative resiilts . UAL Flight 855 passenger list set forth-. 
SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


-P- 


Details: 


Investigation in this matter was instituted in the 
Denver Divi sion o f the FBI following receipt of information 
froii l I FAA Control, Longmont, Colorado. I 1 

advised that the pilot of United Airlines (UAL) Flight 855, 
a Boeing 727, en route from Denver, Colorado to Los Angeles, 
California, had advised that there was ”a possible bomb 
threat on board”. At that time the pilot indicated the 
plsne would land at Grand Junction, Colorado at approxi¬ 
mately 3:20 p.m. on April 7, 1972. 

Special Agents of the Denver Office were immedi¬ 
ately dispatched to Stapleton International Airport (SIA), 
Denver Colorado, to begin an immediate investigation. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 






-ircucilML DUKCAU UJ* !IM V t b I Ki A T IO N 


Date of t#*onsc^ipt»oo^ __4 /1 7/72 


At 5:34 p.m. J \ . 

f? r United Airlines, was interviewed and fur¬ 
nished the following information: 

~ *•, J 16 was wor> ^i n g at the counter and sold tickets- 

lT» ^«n“p®- q h ently i 1 l i3aCked Fllght 855 ' DUe t0 th « V ' lume 

anyone with complete accuracy, 
l a s well as he could remember: 


however, he described 

Height: 

Age: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Characteristics: 

Wearing apparel: 

I ~l added that f j 

however, as everything was quite fcusv he I 
bring the fact to anyone's attention^ 1 


5*10" 

20-30 years old 

Blond 

Light 

No beard or njfistache, hair cut 
moderately 

brown suit or sport coat 


] did meet the " profile", 
I did not 


[ 


but could not recall if [ 
any carry-on luggage. 


] recal led*that 


_ seemed to be alone, 

J checked any luggage or had 


] bought a ticket in the normal 


„ . , . , . 7 —o— — ciit; xivx’jnai ma 

stooa m line routinely with the other passengers. 


manner and 


, . At Hl02 P > I ■ waa agai. 

askeu specifically if seeing \ 

TTCk 1 1 AM nn cl kvicc.^ _ . . s - > 1 

Jrepl 


] was aga in interv i o w p d and 

] wearing 


ied that from his 


yellow and brown shoes. [ 

posxtion behind the ti cket coun ter> he can not see the 
passenger s footwear. I " [was asked if he knew anything 
£n>out an envelope being found in on q nf tViA a irport re strooms 
by ar. airline employee and given to l l . l ^^ 

tnat he haq net heard anything abou t the af or emention ed 


b' 


b7C 


Interviewed or 


4/7/72 


Z__ 

Denver , CoXorado 


Denver 
ile t 164-120 


by. 


S Al 


b7C 


.LclQ 


--Dote dictoted__ _4/10 /72 


l h “ tond.,,10,, ». ,h, FdI, a i, p,pp,„, ol „ , O0 „ ed , 0 

i! ond its contents are not to be distributed outsids your agency. 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b'7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


b7C 


1- 


Dole of transcription. 


4/11/72 


I I Denver, Colorado, 

was interviewed at Stapleton International Airport and furnished 
the following information: 


I H advised that he is presently employed as a 

ticket agent for United Air Lines and has been so employed for 
approximately five years. He further advised that his work 
schedule for April /, 1972, was 6;30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

I I advised that his work load had become 

rather heavy beginning at approximately 10:00 a.m. due to 
inclement weather conditions in the Chicago area. He stated 
that a flight leaving Denver at 10:30 a.m. had been forced 
to return to Denver because it could not land in Chicago 
and that a 12:00 p.m. Denver to Chicago flight had also been 
cancelled. A scheduled flight at 1:15 p.m. was delayed until 
2:00 p.m. and a 2:00 p*.m. flight from Denver to Chicago, 
which was a DC - 10, was delayed until approximately 2:25 p.m* 

I I stated that he was quite busy rescheduling a 

group of nine passengers who wished to go to Detroit and 
also a group c£ four passengers who x^ished to go to Syracuse 
or Albany, New York. 


I I advised that it was at this time a 

lone male came to his counter and purchased a ticket to Los 
Angeles. He advised that this person was rather impatient 
and that the United Air Lines passengersy who were desiring 
passage to Detroit^ allowed this pe rson to m ove u^ through 
the line and purchase his ticket. | \ described this 

person as follows: 


Height 

Weight 

Dress 

Hair' 


5 , 7 W 

170 to 180 pounds 
Business suit and tie 
Balding (brown) 


I H stated that he believed this individual 

had paid for his ticket with a charge card and was seen off 
by an unidentified woman. 


Interviewed on. 


Vio/7: 


.File # 


b/C SA 


SA 


and 


-{m- IP t j mp)- Do ' 8 staled—4 / 11 / 7 2 
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I I advised that he had returned to serve 

the group ot nine passengers and finish their rescheduling 
and he believed that it was after finishing this rescheduling 
that he had served another single male passenger, who stated 
that he had a reservation, on Flight 855 to Los Angeles. 

I I l advised that he was still extremely busy, s * 

he determined that Flight 855 had available space and d d 
not question the passenger*s statement that he possessed 
a reservation, but sold the individual a ticket, the cost 
of which was $59.00. 


b 



b7C 


b7 


r* 


I I advised that this passenge r paid for 

his ticket with a $50.00 bill and a $10.00 bill. I ~ 

advised that he placed the money and the United Air Lines 
copy of the ticket in the pneumatic tub^ which carries the 
currency to the office where change is mad^v and requested 
the passenger to step aside until his change was returned, 
so s tnat other passengers could be served. 


Approximately a minute later, T l advised 

the change was returned and ha gave the passenger his 
$1 .00 change. I ladyis ed that he b elieved this person’s 

name was either T l or | 1 and furnished 

the following description of this person: 


Name 

Hait- 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Dress 

Face 

Ears 

Voice 


Light brown 
25 to 30 
5*8" 

160 to 165 pounds 
Medium light frame 
Suit or sport coat 
(Conservative stj^le) 
Triangular in shape 
Slightly protruding 
Soft-spoken 


I | stated that he had not seen a picture of 

the suspected hijacker on television nor had he seen a 
photograph of this person in the newspaper. He also advised 
that he could not recall having served him as a passenger 
previous to April 7, 1972. 


E l was shown a group of seven photographs and 
t his first impression reflected that photograph 
two was the. person who most closely resemHad t he man to whom 
he had sold the cash ticket on April 7, 1972. I | then 

studied the photographs again and reiterated that photograph 
two most closely resembled the individual he remembered, and 
physically pointed out photograph two. 


7 
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, , . | | stated that the interviewing Agents 

nnci in no way .influenced his decision* 


. I I advised that he believed he could 

recognize tnis individual again. 


It should be noted tha 
mentioned above and exhibited to _ 
RICKARD FLOYD 1 |C COY* JR. Phot ogra phs 




Special Agents 


photograph nu mber two, 

1 is that of 
aved bv_ 


Jand 


SFfTO 


] 


3 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b'7C 


b7C 


Data of transcription 


4/18/72 


1 . 


[ 


. ... ■ _ I Customer Service Agent, United 

>^^^f^cnlnteniational Airport, Denver, Colorado, 
provided the following information* 9 

During the afternoon of April 7, 1972, he was 
stationed ae Loading Gate B-2, Stapleton International 
Airport, while loading was taking place for United Airlines 
rxignt goo, in addition to his assignment at Gate B-2, 
he was also working off and on at the checking counter at 
v/' Th? number of people in the loading area at 
Gate B-4, awaiting Flight 855, indicated that there was 

fligbt e ^ tl0Xia ^^^ heav y i° ac * of passengers boarding that 

. 4 r. Th ?, onl y passengers boarding Flight 855, which 

Ci^rd e ^r i ^ 1 ^ lxy F ecails * * ere a California Penal Institution 
Guard and his prisoner. He was initially approached by the 

guard who advised him that he had a prisoner and would he 
carrying a weapon aboard the aircraft. He recalled that wh*n 
he first saw the prisoner in the terminal, it war. apparent 
that the prisoner was handcuffed because his hands were 
placed together m front of him with a raincoat draped 
over them to hide the J hr , ndry ffs r _Jie recalls that the guard 
and^pr lifter had fiefltd l,and [ | which would be located 

. _. _ I . Heescorted the guard and prisoner 

aDoard'wiu aicer advising the Universal Check-in 

A^ent at the gate that the guard would be aboard the aircraft 
with a weapon. Once aboard the plane, he advised thechief 
®5;?y a ^ sss ' he saw her open the door of the cabin and 
tell the captain that there would ba a guarded prisoner 
aboard the plane, tnat the guard would be armed and where 
they would be sitting. 

is certain that the prisoner was uahandcuffed 
procedure° 1Pthe plane becausa this is standard operating 

u 4 recalls that the^prisoner was tall, approximately 
o 4 , had dark hair, was wearing light blue trousers and shirt, 
and was carrying a tan raincoat over his arms. 


Inte rv iewed on. -4/2/12. 


& 

Denver,. Colorado 


_fii. « Denver 164-120 


by- 


r.w„ 


b 7 C 


.Oat. dictated, 4/14/72 


this .ccum.nl conioins o.ll!,.. ..comm, ijslicn, no, conduiioni ol Ih. FBI. Il is ih. prop.cl, ol lh« FBI ood l> loan.d 10 o 9 «ne, : 

ir and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




m 164-120 
2 * 


He recalls the guard was Spanish-American in 
appearance, had black hair, weighed approximately 200 pounds, 
was approximately 5*10" in height, with a heavy build. 

The g^iard was not in uniform but was wearing a sport coat, 
possibly green in color. The guard displayed a wallet- 
type credential holder and his credentials identified him 
as an employee of the California Penal System and it included 
a picture of the guard. 

He advised that he saw nothing unusual during the 
loading of flight, and he recalls no individuals waiting 
for that flight who acted in any manner other than normal. 

He noted, however, that he was not present at Gate B-4 
all the time during the loading process for Flight 855, 
and he could not be certain that he actually observed all 
persons boarding that flight at Denver. 


1 



FCOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Data of Iranscrlptlon Aprj 1 X2 , _ 1972 

I I United Air Lines, Stapleton 

International Airport:, Denver, Colorado, provided the 
following information: 

I Vfcated that on A pril 7, 1972, United Air Lines 

ticket agent I p rovided the following hand¬ 
written statement: b/C 

■Apr 7, 1972 


■Regardin g selling a ticket to a psgr 
or | I on Fit 855 / 7 Apr. 

■I was working in unit 6A. About 1 - 2 PM the 
ticket counters were unusually crowded because of 
delayed Chicago flights. I was attempting to re-book 
a group of east bound psgrs and had their pnk dis¬ 
played. As this re-booking was taking some time, 
these delayed psgrs offered one or two people in 
line behind them to go ahead and get their tickets. 

I believe this was the situation when I sold the 
Den/Lax W K” ticket in Question. I do not think I 
pulled up a pnk for I I as I already had 

an involved pnk on the crt. (However, Fit* 855 was 
not booked full and it is common practice to ticket 
or revalidate a one-leg itin. on the word of the 
psgr if the fit is not near capacity.) To the best 
of my recall the ticket was paid for with a $50.- 
bill + $10*- bill. I sent transaction to the cashier 
and gave back $1*00 change* I then apparently checked 
in the psgr with UCI, possibly with a seat assignment 
in row 20. It seems that he then asked for the 
baggage check-in and I directed him to it — which 
was the end of the transaction. I do not recall 
making an I.D. check in the above time period 
(1-2 PM). I was so pre-occupied with attempting 
to re-book the other psgrs that I did not recognize 
this psgr as fitting the profile. 


Interviewed or: 


■The impression I got of the psgr in the above 
Jt* ,00/22-- 


' --Deiwexy- Col ora d c 


by. 


S A*s 


b7C 

l Ou ^uvlrl— _0ole dictated. 


_fiu » Senver* 16^-120 
_4 /11/72 _ 
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"Age: late 20 f s, early 30 *s 
Eight: 5* 10" 

Weight: 150 ~ 160 lbs, light - medium build 

Hair: Dark blond/brown, regular length 

Eyes:- 

Facial Features: light complected, medium-high 
cheekbones, eyes possibly more wide-set than normal, 
no beard or mustache, probably no lon^; sideburns. 

Clothing: dark suit/sport coat, possibly brown in 

color. 

”/s/ | | b/C 


9 




PfeDfcRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


X. 


Dot* of fronscripffoft Apn 1 


12, 1972 


b'7C 


b7C 


b7C 


telephone 1 ! 


Apartment |_| home 

J Aurora s Colorado, was interviewed at the 

1 t i __ A . » ■ _ 


- f p — y nao ct L l-iie 

orrice or United Air Lines Operation Planning Center* Staole- 
ton International Airport, Denver, Colorado* 


[ 


stated h< 


■ ■-— has been employed by United Air Lines 

as a Passenger Service Agent for the past six years. He stated 
he was assigned to load Flight 855 at Gate B-4. Concourse B, 
on April 7, 1972, at approximately 2:15 p.m. 


[ 


]stated 


■ ? --he started loading the 90 to 100 pass¬ 

engers almost immediately after arriving at Gate B-4, at 
2:15 p.m. . 

| | stated his first t:*70 passengers were a mother, 

middle-aged, and her 17 year old daughter. The daughter was 
in a wheel chair• He assisted this couple to the aircraft 
and helped them find their seats. 


[ 


escort with 
given seats 


] stated the next two passengers were an armed 
isonari | The armed escort and prisoner were 
and 


[ 


a isonare . 

and | | in the coach section. 

Jstated that these first four passengers were 


loaded prior to loading the rest oi the passengers* 

I Istated he then returned to the passenger 

loading area and made the announcement that Flight 855 was 
now ready to board* 


stated that every passenger who would be on 
that flight would have to pass before him. He stated that 
everyone had their ticket ready and that the loading went 
unusually smooth. 


stated that a young couple with a small 


baby was standing about one-third of the way back in the 
line. He made arrangements for them to board last, and to 
take seat a |and I I 


Interviewed on __ 4/7/72 


to 

ot Denver, Colorado 


PiU # Denver 164-120 


by-SAj 


vlr 


b 7 C 
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I I stated that at no time did he hear, observe, 

or have any reason to believe a hijacking was in the making. 


I I stated that all passengers must board through 

a retractable tunnel between himself and. the aircraft, **~nd that 
it would be next to impossible for anyone to slip aboar 
without being observed. 1 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* of {conscription. April 12, 197 2 


b7 


Apartment l I heme 
telephone | I Aurora. Colorado. was interviewed at 

United Air Lines, Stapleton International Airport, Denver, 
Colorado, where he is employed as a Passenger Service Agent, 
and provided the following information: ** 


I I stated that on April 7, 1972, at approximately 

2:30 p.m., a passenger gave him a manila envelope prior to 
take-off of Flight 855* He stated this envelope was approxi¬ 
mately 8” by 10" with no commercial writing on it* He stated 
the passenger found it lying on a seat in the B-4 area waiting 
room* 


I_I stated that he made an announcement over the 

public address system that the individual who lost the enve¬ 
lope could claim it from himself or the airline stewardess 
on Flight 855 before take-off* 


I I stated just before buttoning up the hatch, 

an oriental-type stewardess came forward and stated she had 
found, the owner of the envelope* He stated he then handed 
her the envelope and departed from the aircraft. 


I | stated the envelope* even though it had no 

commercial lettering on it, did have pencilled notes in the 
upper left-hand corner. He stated the notes were of light 
lead and were a combination of printing and writing. 

1 further stated that the only word he remembers 

is the word ,r stew n , probably for stewardess. 


I I stated he did not remember anything else 
about the incident. 


Interviewed on 


A/B/JZ 




-120 



Dot* dictated _ft /11/7 2 
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B 


b7C 


Federal bureau of investigation 


Dots of Ironicrtplion^ - 4 /11/72 


Apartment 


I-1 i 1 l Apart! 

I I Aurora, Colorado, was Interviewed at Stapleton 
International Airport, and furnished the following 
information: 


b7( 


ladvised that he has been employed in tl • 
airline industry for approximately nine years. He stated 
that he haa been employed with Ozark Airlines for approx¬ 
imately three years, and has been employed with United 
Airlines for approximately six years. He advised that his 
present position is that of Passenger Service Agent. He 
also advised that on April 3J972, he began at 11:00 a.m. 
and ended at 7:30 o.m. 


Jadvised that on April 7, 1972, he was 


working in the passenger service podium on Gate B-4, 
assisting in the loading of Flight 855, bound for Los 
Angeles. 


advised that when the loading was nearly 

, 1 -V" ‘T ^4 ^ A. A M T_ i — _.1 


completed* an unidentified passenger approached him and 
handed him an envelope which had been found in the hoarding 
area of Flight 855. 


__advised that he had taken this envelope 

aboard Flight 855 and announced over the public address 
system that it had been found in the boardija£_^uiea. Upon 
receiving no response from the passengers. ! I left the 
plane and was closing the door when a stewardess, who was 
Oriental in appearance, stopped him and advised him that the 
.envelope was the property of a passenger on board Flight 855. 

| | advised that the stewardess did not identify the passenger 

who was claiming the envelope* 


£ 


. advised that he could not identify the 

hijacker from a group of photos which was provided by the 
interviewing Agents. 


I I advised that the envelope was approximately 

8 by 10 in size, about one-eighth of an inch thick, and 
-pale yellow in. color. He stated that the envelop e had an 

interviewedon—4/1C/72—-Colorado--- fh« * -De nver 16 4- 120 


by. 


SA 


A 



b7C 


. Dot. dictated 
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b7C 


■ find flap which was of the type which is sealed, by glue * 

I l advised that he had observed writing on the upper 

left hand quadrant of the envelope and recalled seeing tae 
word "stew”. 

I Hstated that he believed he would recognize 

this envelope if he saw it again* 


/</ 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oaf« of franscrlpHon April 11, 3.S/, 


I_ I United Air Lines supervisor, Stapleton 

International Airport, Denver,- Colorado, was interviewed 
at his place of employment and provided the following 
information: 


I_|stated that the records of United Air Lines 

Computer Center, Chicago, Illinois, reflected that *1 I 
,Jwas_booked on February 22, 1972, by a| ^“^of 

World Wide Travel Agency, North Platte, Nebraska, for— 
Flight 831. I I stated Fligrhf 831. is a Denver to Salt I*ake 
City flight, and that| reservation was for 

April 1, 1972. 1 -— 


stated that his records also refle 
return flight on April 2, 1972, Flight 510, by a 



I_| stated thatL 

North Platte, Nebraska, isl 
his records r eflected that! 
was listed as I 
or Omaha, Nebraska. 


-1 i^Lc phone number in 

I He stated that 
I telephone number 
in either North Platte, Nebraska, 


inf nruna-M r 

>n reflecting passage for a 


1 _ 

|on March 31, 1972, or Apri 

1, 1572. 


tional 
or a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Data of transcription Apr 11 13 , 1972 


I I United Air Lines ( UAL), advised 

by phone that his company's computers indicate one I I 

bought a one-way ticket on UAL Flight 855 from Denver to Los 
Angeles on March 31, 1972 for April 7, 1972. He said this 
ticket was purchased throug h general and was an economy 

ticket paid for in cash and||left no place where he 
could be contacted. 


I IoolntpH out that their computers could not 

tell whether | I had been on Flight 855 this date and 

that a check or all tickets turned in on th is date bv the 
passengers would be the only way to tell ifT Hid take 

this flight. 1 - r 


[ 


]further advised that the computers indicate 


there were 85 passengers aboard this plane and that 82 of 
them boarded the plane at Denver, Colorado, and only three 
were taking the flight from Newark through to Los Angeles. 


He pointed out of the 82 boarding in Denver 12 were 
first class passengers, 55 coach and 15 economy class 
passengers. 


Int.rvi«wd ™ 4 / 7 / 72 _Denver, Colorado _ File # Denver 164-120 


SA 


skc b,c 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/18/72 


[ 


. _ . Passenger Service, 

United Airlines, Stapleton Airport, Denver, Colorado, was 
contacted April 7, 1972, regarding an aircraft hijacking 
of United Flight 855 and provided United Airline’s Flight 
Coupon 1-016-155723048-5 issued on April 7, 1972, to an 
individual known as I I This coupon was a one-way 

cash ticket from Denver to Los Angeles, California, in the 
amount of $59.00. . Upon examination of the flight coupon, 
SA 1 l asked_I to interpret the name of the 


passenger as it appeared 
list of passengers a board 
name was [ 


the 
rather than! 


I who had a manifest 
flight. indic ated that the 
]• Subsequent 


review of passenger manifest list and a computer prj 
.showing .the passenger history proved the name to be 
I_Irather then the aforementione d 

I "Liao provided United A irlines FI 1 oh t. 


p* 


I_laiso provided united Ai 

Coupon 2-016-354059387-3 in the name of[ 


ght 

l showing 


a routing from Milwaukee to Denver and from Denver to Los 
Angeles with a final destination of San Diego, California, 
ticket issued on a first class travel basis. 


b'7C 


b 7 C 

advised that the normal course of handling 
the ticket by Passenger Service Personnel would not usually 
be personally touched by the passenger since the ticket was 

C laced in a paper wallet and given to the passenger with the 
aggage ticket. The wallet is usually presented to the 
Passenger Service Representative at tne boarding gate and 
the flight copy is removed by him to be retained for enclosures 
with the passenger manifest. 


4/7/72 Denver, Colorado 

On _at_ 


.File # 


DN 164-120 


by 


SA 


Is 


b7C 


-Date dictated 


4/18/72 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(UAL) was 


1 


Do., of tronscriotioo April 8, 197 2 

Reservations Clerk, United Airlines 


on April 


interv iewed and furnished the following informations 


—__stated that between 4:10 and 4:20 p.m. 
7, 197 2, she received a telephone call from — 

DCS />a r* n< J J _ i * . • _ 


male whose voice sounded as though he were in his i 
Jadvised that this caller requested information 

m nrr + f 1 ^ _c* . tv _ _ . 


's. 


■rrsr?-* . . ------ —*^u« ol cu imurmtion 

I Pertai ning to flights from Denver to Salt Lake Citv. 

L——^-j. a vlse< ^ that the caller was told there were two 

en ?? ute T 0 Salt Lake ci *y and stated that these 
flights would arrive at 5:30 p.m. on April 7, 1972, and 
8:z5 p.m. on April 7, 1972. - 5 


--Jthen stated that the caller asked the 

following^question, Haven f t you had a plane thatLJfiZaa 
hijacked wo/over Salt Lake City from Denver? ,J | 1 

call* 


_ j■ , . --WCUVCi’I 

whether she cannot recall whether the caller requested 

Mt y : as hijacked to sait ^ ke 

. , Inasmuch as she had received^nfl_^j^formation 
pertaining to a hijacking in progress, 1 I advised 

that she mr armed the caller that UAL had no hijacking 
in progress nor did any other parvm o Tj based in Denver 
have a hijacking m progress. I Istated at th -?« 

that the caller said, "Oh, yeah. Okay f t 

that when this statement was made the 


sta; 

• ”L 


advised 


b7C 


>ne of the 

advised 


m —-—-•• - '1-rf.u liiwuui U11C 103 

f nferr ? d sarcasm to her.T_|duvise< 

that she did not receive any further calls pertaining 
to a hijacking m progress until approximately 5:00 p.m. 
when a call was received from the "San Francisco Chronicle”. 

+1 „ c A - i this call had been received 

fv the S^t uake City identifier, which indicated to her 
that the caller had dialed a Salt Lake City telephone b'/c 

this e q a ?+ information. She stated that when 

this Salt Lake City number was dialed the call was_ 

transferred :directly to the Denver UAL office. P I 
advised she had no indication as to the exact location 
from which “the call was made. 


Interviewed on 


4/8/7 2 


\? 

- at — SenaS E^ Colora do 


#—DU-lJ&-4.~ l?n - 


by. 


_SA. 


lnsdl) 




Dole dictated _ 4/8/79 


Thu document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSl. 
it ond its contents oro not to be distributed ouii.de yiur ogency. 


It u the property of the FBI ond u looned to your ogency 








DN 164-120 


that the 
but that 
20 r s. 


|advised she heard no background noice* 
caller- had no accent or slur in his speech, 
he did sound like a male approximately in his 


■t 


/? 




LDM:vlr 

1 . 


employees at t 9 Z 2 ’ th ? follo ? in 2 United Air Lines 

mproyees at Stapleton International Airport, Denver, 

r Were , ? n0wn a group Of savfn nlintA.^,1,, s n rl 
tn id e nl jify subject, by SAs [ an ri | I 

with, negative results : 


Name 


b7C 


Position 


Shift 


Skycap 

6:30 

to 

' 3:00 

Supervisor 

7:30 

a. 

m« to 


3:00 

p. 

m. 

Customer Service 




Agent (CSA) 

0830 

to 

1700 

CSA 

1100 

to 

1330 

CSA 

0830 

to 

1700 

CSA 

0830 

to 

170C 

Supervisor 

0630 

to 

1500 

CSA 

0630 

to 

1500 

Senior Agent 

0600 

to 

1430 

CSA 

0830 

to 

1700 

CSA 

1100 

to 

1930 

CSA 

0830 

to 

17 0G 

CSA 

0830 

to 

1700 

CSA 

0600 

to 

1500 

CSA 

1300 

to 

2130 

CSA 

1300 

to 

2130 

CSA 

1300 

to 

2130 

Friendship Girl 

1300 

to 

2130 

Skycap 

0830 

to 

1700 

Senior CSA 

0800 

to 

1630 

CSA 

1630 

to 

1500 

CSA 

0630 

to 

1500 

CSA 

0830 

to 

1700 

CSA 

1100 

to 

1930 

CSA 

1830 

to 

17CC 

Heal Clerk 

8:30 

to 

2: 00 

Passenger Agent 

6:30 

to 

3:00 

Podium Agent 

1300 

to 

2130 

Lost and Found, 




Podium Agent 

0600 

to 

14 30 

Center Diamond Podium 

0630 

lO. 

1500 

End Diamond Podium 

1100 

to 

1330 


b'7 


o^O 





Name 


Position 


Shift 


UCI Controller 
UCI Controller 
Baggage Service 
UCI Controller 
Ticket Counter 
Ramp Monitor 
Passenger Agent 
Passenger Agent 


0830 to 1700 
0730 to 1600 
0730 to 1600 
0730 to 1600 
1100 to 2300 
1400 to 2230 
0830 to 1700 
1100 to 1930. 




DN #164-120 
LDM/jrd 
1 


fiyi _A n VI 


[ 


j.1 10, 1972, SA 
nterviewed the 


t 


and SA 


Chef Cnff fl p r'“I Ioil ° wi “K employees of the Sky 

r!iL.7 f ® h ?£> sta P leto “ International Airport, Denver, 
Colorado, and they were shown one sheet of seven photographs 
in an attempt to identify subject, with negative results: 


b7C 


Waitress 

7:00 a,m. to 2:00 p.m. shift 


Busboy 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. shift 


Busboy 

6;00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. shift 



waitress 

6;00 a.m. to 2 

:00 p.m. 

:00 p.m. 


cook 

6:00 a.m. to 2 


waitress 

7;00 a.m. to 3: 

:00 p.m. 


1 

:30 p.m. 

Busboy 

6:30 a.m. to 2: 



cashier 


shift 


shift 


shift 


shift 


10:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. shift 


22 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


_ The follo wing Information was obtained from I 

] United Airlines, Stapleton International 
Airport, ana tne following is a list of passengers on United 
Airlines Flight 855 from Denver to Los Angles April 7, 1972: 


fyAME 


LOCAL CONTACT POINT 


HOME ADDRESS 
IF AVAILABLE 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 















































NR 

NR 

- NR 
• NR 

- NR 
. NR 

UNITED AIRLINES EMPLOYEE 

UNITED AIRLINES EMPLOYEE 

_ UNITED AIRLINES EMPLOYEE 

UNITED AIRLINES EMPLOYEE 
26 - 





























SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 



Airtel 


4-27-72 


To: SACs, Las Vegas (164-60) 

Seattle (164-81) 

From: Director, FBI (164-2111) 

NORJAK; 

RICHARD FLOYD MG COY, JR, 

ReLVairtel April 21, 1972, resubmitting 
eleven cards bearing thirteen transparent lifts• 

Latent prints on lifts lack sufficient 
characteristic ridge detail to be of value for 
identification purposes. 

Results of laboratory examinations and 
disposition other submitted Items subjects separate 
Laboratory report. 

Lifts enclosed to Las Vegas. 


Enc. (13) 

1 - Portland (164-41) 







5/5/72 



AIBTKL AIRMAIL 


TO : SAC, SALT LAES CITT (154-36) 

FROM : SAC, LAS THUS (164-72) 

*• 

SUBJECT: RICHARD FLOYD 1C COY, JR., aka 
CAA - HIJACKING 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 

Enclosed muter Mparatt cover For Salt Lake City is 
Switllk 24 f oot white nyl on parachute. cheat type, aerial b/c 

nuaber 70-10727, owned bv l I Oakland, California, 

recovered 4/2/72, In desert area of Nye County, Nevada. 






X 


NR002 SU PLAIN 

SENT 153 AM €-17-62 NITEL 6-16-72 RAN 
TO ACTING DIRECTOR 064-2343) 

DALLAS 
LAS VEGAS 
PHOENIX 

ST. LOUIS (164-75) 

SAN FRANCISCO Cl 64-256) 

FROM SALT LAKE CITY C164-36) 2P 



RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., AKA; CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW /IEMBERS. 00 SU. 

RE SU NITEL TO DL, SL AND SF, JUNE FIFTEEN LAST. 


ON JUNE SIXTEEN INSTANT, AUSA JAMES E. HOUSLEY, SALT LAKE 
CITY, UTAH, REQUESTED APPEARANCE OF FOLLOWING AGENTS FOR TRIAL IN 
CAPTIONED MATTER AT TEN AM, JUNE TWENTY-SIX NEXT: SA_1 









PAGE Two 


SU 154-36 

I I SAN FRNACISCO. AtJSA HOUSLEY REQUESTED 

ABOVE TO APPEAR IN HIS OFFICE, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, EIGHT THIRTY 

b 

AM, JUNE TWENTYSIX NEXT, FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE. NATURE OF 
TESTIMONY OF AGENTS IS IN CONNECTION WITH INVESTIGATION THEY 
CONDUCTED REGARDING ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. SA'S ARE REQUESTED TO 
APPEAR UACB. 

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END. 

RHJ FBI LAS VEGAS 
PLS HOLD 






NR005 Si! PLAIN 


SENT S/20/72 AT 2:2! AM NITEL S/19/72 ARL 
TO: ACTING DIRECTOR (164-2343) 3P 

DALLAS LAS VEGAS 

PHOENIX ST. LOUIS (164-75) 

SAN FRANCISCO (164-256) 

FROM: SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., AKA; CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00 SU. 

RERUTEL TO SU, JUNE NINETEEN INSTANT. 

FOLLOWING SUBMITTED REGARDING TESTIMONY EXPECTED OF SPECIAL 
AGENTS INDICATED FOR TRIAL IN INSTANT MATTER JUNE TWENTYSIXNEXT: 

SA | | PALLS, WILL TESTIFY TO INFORMATION 

OBTAINED FROM SUBJECT’S ARMY SERVICE RECORD AT NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER (NPRC) , ST. LOUIS, MO., ON APRIL EIGHT, NINETEEN 
SEVENTY-TWO. 

: SA _ ST. LOUIS, WILL TESTIFY TO INFORMATION 

AND DOCUMENTS HE OBTAINED FROM SUBJECT’S ARMY SERVICE RECORD, NPRC, 
ST. LOUIS, APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

Sa I | LAS VEGAS, WILL TESTIFY TO FINDING 

END PAGE ONE 

b7C 







' PAGE TWO 
SU 164-36 


PARACHUTE in DESERT AREA OF NYE COUNTY, NEVADA, APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

SA SAN FRANCISCO, WILL TESTIFY TO OBTAINING 

HALF A MILLION DOLLARS IN CURRECY FROM WELLS FARGO BANK, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA, ON APRIL SEVEN LAST, AND DELIVERING SAME TO UNITED AIR 
LINES (UAL) OFFICIALS AT SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

SA _ SAN FRANCISCO, WILL TESTIFY TO RECEIVING 

MONEY FROM UAL OFFICIAL, SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, AND 

b7C 

DELIVERING MONEY TO VICINITY OF AIRCRAFT ON RUNWAY. 

Sa | | SAN FRANCISCO, WILL TESTIFY TO OBSERVA¬ 

TIONS MADE FROM U. S. COAST GUARD C. DASH ONE THREE ZERO DURING 
HIJACKING BEGINNING SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, AND TERMINATING SALT 
LAKE CITY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

SA I I SAN FRANCISCO, WILL TESTIFY TO SEARCH 

CONDUCTED ABOARD HIJACKED UAL FLIGHT UPON LANDING AT SALT LAKE CITY 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND DISCOVERY OF NOTE PREPARED BY SUBJECT. 

WILL ALSO TESTIFY REGARDING INTERVIEW OF SUBJECT AT SALT LAKE CITY 
OFFICE, APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

END PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 


SU 164-36 


SA 


l SAN FRANCISCO, WILL TESTIFY REGARDING 


SEARCH OF HIJACKED UAL PLANE AT SALT LAKE CITY INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT AND DISCOVERY OF TORN NOTE. 

SA 


I, PHOENIX, WILL TESTIFY TO SEARCH OF 


HIJACKED UAL AIRCRAFT AT SALT LAKE CITY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND 
DISCOVERY OF ITEMS HANDLED BY SUBJECT IN AREA OF HIS SEAT. 

AUSA ADVISED ALL TESTIMONY ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION 
AND SU AGREES. 

ABOVE SPECIAL AGENTS WILL APPEAR EIGHT THIRTY AM, JUNE TWENTY- 
SIX NEXT, FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, UACB. 

SU WILL SUTEL REGARDING RESULTS OF TRIAL. 

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


b 


END 

X 

RHJ FBI LAS VEGAS 
TU AND CLFR 





PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


UHGENT 


6/19/72 

TO SALT LAKE CITY <164-36) 

FROM ACTING DIRECTOR FBI (164-2343) 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COT. JR., AKA; CAA DASH HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00; SALT LAKE CUT. 

HE SALT LAKE CITY TEL JUNE SEVENTEEN LAST. 

,0N UACB BASIS 

SALT LAKE CITY SUTEL/HHAX EACH SPECIAL AGENT EXPECTED 
TO TESTIFY TO AND FULL JUSTIFICATION AS REQUIRED BT EXISTING 
BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS. SUTEL OUTCOME OF TRIAL. MAIL COPIES TO 
DALLAS, LAS VEGAS, PHOENIX, ST. LOUIS, AND SAN FRANCISCO. 

1 - Dull** 

v 1. - Las Y«(ts 

1 - Phoenix 
1 - St. Louis 
1 - San Francisco 






Airtel 


6/22/72 


To: SAC, Salt Lake City 
From: Acting Director, FBI 
NORJAK; 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

ReBuairtel to Salt Lake City dated 5/22/72. 

II no head hair sample from Rickard Floyd McCoy, Jr., 
is received in the Laboratory ten days from the date of this 
airtel, the evidence furnished to the Laboratory for hair 
comparisons by Las Vegas will be returned to them. 

If at a future date, head hair samples are obtained 
for comparison purposes, Salt Lake City advise Las Vegas to 
resubmit the glass microscope slide containing hairs from the 
seat towel where the hijacker was sitting. 

Las Vegas has been advised by the Identification Division 
of the results of the fingerprint examination and the disposition 
of the lifts as requested la Las Vegas airtel to Bureau dated 
4/21/72. 


2 - SAC, Las Vegas 


/£ 4 - 7 ^ - ^ 


b7C 


T 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 10*2 EDITION 

GSA FPMR («1 CFR) 101-1I.S 


TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC, LAS VEGAS (164-72) 


date: 6/27/72 


from : S A 


■RUC- b7C 


subject: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, Jr, aka; 

CAA - HIJACKING; Interference 

With Flight Crew Members 

00: SIT 

Re Silt Lake city teletype to Bureau 6/19/72, 

Cap tioned natter is presently in process of trial at Salt Lake 
Citv, SA I ~| of this office is testifying relative to the 

finding of a parachute in northern Nevada. All other investigation 
in this mat er has been completed by the Las Vegas division and 
no further investigation is contemplated. 

Recommend thismatter be con sidered RUC'D. 


1-Las Vegas 
IPX/ 



5010-108-01 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


b'ZC 






{i'.- v. 7-16-f 3> 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

fitness Claims HijadcsK 
Disguised Self On Plane- 


SALT LAKE CITY (UPI) — A prose¬ 
cution witness said yesterday an ac¬ 
cused hijacker changed into a shaggy 
wig and sun glasses April 7 shortly after 
hoarding a United Air Lines flight en 
route from Denver to Los Angeles. 

William Coggin, who is now a pris¬ 
o n nt a ■v ocational institution to Tracy, 
Calif., told a federal court lurv tiqcn.^ 
a former student at 
University , Prow , 
Utah, was the last to board’the plane 
and went directly to a restroom before 
takeoff. 

McCoy, 29, dressed neatly in a con¬ 
servative suit, is accused of the $500,000 
hijacking and ransom of the flight and 
parachuting from the craft over the 
university city. 

The prisoner who talked with his 
five-year-old daughter prior to the be¬ 
ginning of testimony to the trial’s sec¬ 
ond day, showed no emotion as Coggin 
said McCoy left the restroom wearing 
the wig and sun glasses. 

But McCoy’s wife and daughter broke 
into tears as Coggin, who was being ex¬ 
tradited to California from Colorado, 
placed McCoy aboard the jetliner. 

Coggin’s testimony yesterday came 
after four crew members of the flight 
Monday failed to identify McCoy as the 
man who commandeered the jet and 
threatened to Mow it up with plastic ex¬ 
plosives. 

Two crewmen who saw the hijacker 
told the sixman, six-woman jury Mon¬ 
day he was wearing what appeared to 
be a wig and a large bushy mustache. 
They could not identify the clean-shav en 
conserv atively dressed McGby. 







(Mount Clipping in $p 

FBI error 
stalls trial 
of hijacker 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - An 
error in a search warrant tempo¬ 
rarily prevented presentation of 
evidence taken from. Richard F. 

McCoy’s home as the former 
Green Beret went on trial Mon¬ 
day, charged with hijacking a 
United Air Lines plane and bail¬ 
ing out with $500,000 near Provo, 

Utah, April 7. 

The defense moved to suppress 
evidence after testimony showed 
that the Federal Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation agent who signed an 
affidavit for a search warrant 
was not the same one who signed 
the warrant, as prescribed by 
law. 

U.S. District Court Judge Willis 
Ritter delayed a ruling but admo- 
i nished both sides to say nothing of 

i the search of McCoy’s house in 

Provo. He proceeded to impanel a 
i jury, and five prospective jurors 

were disqualified in a few min- 
j utes. 

McCoy, 29, a student in law 
enforcement at Brigham Young 
University and winner of the 
Purple Heart for arm and leg 
wounds received while serving 
with the U.S. Special Forces in 
Vietnam, sat stone-faced, 
j dressed in a light gray suit. 

After McCoy was arrested 
April 9, FBI agents said $499,970, 
a parachute, a handgun, and a 
dead grenade were taken from 
McCoy’s house. v—— 


:e Beiowj 


| - r -. i i •' -1 














Form No. USA-150 
(Rev. 1-25-56) 



* 

J^iaie® department of $us 



United States attorney 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
June 16, 1972 

SA l 1 b7C 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
301 South 11th Street 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 


JFH:mb 


Dear Sir: 

You are a witness in behalf of the Government in the case(s) specified 
below. 


This letter is sent to you in lieu of service of subpoena. Please 
accept service of this notice by acknowledging same on the lower part of 
the duplicate hereof and return to me in the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope which requires no postage. 

When you appear in answer to this letter please report to the address 
indicated below in order that your attendance may be certified. IJpon being 
excused, you will be entitled to such fees and allowances as are Provided 
by law. 


Venr truly yours, 

'McAjC. l'l 

( James F. kousley / 
ASst./'United States Attorney 


Please report: Date June 26, 1972 


Time 9 AM 


Address:_ 2QQ Post Office Blda. 

350 South Main St. 
-- SLal-t- Lake Citv. Utah 


Case No. 
CR-33-72 


Title of Case Action (Trial or Grand Jury) 

U.S. vs. Richard Floyd McCoy, Jr. Trial 


TO UNITED STATES ATTORNEY: 

I accept service of this notice in lieu of subpoena and will be present 
accordingly at the time and place designated above. 


(witness Signature) 













department of justice 

DISTRICT OF UTAH 
OFFICE OF 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

200 u. s. post Office and Court House 
350 South Main 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84101 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
U. S, 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

Room 200 

U. S. Post Omce £ Court House 
350 South Main 


Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



Green Beret gjdgjjd^g^cCoy*^., 29,| 
was sentence^|ot«j5S§^5rT?deral 
prison yesterday* forhijacking a jetlin¬ 
er and par^^iitin^viUi^^Op'Q^ ransom. 

■ i Sentence * was ^Djpos$p^U.S. • • Dis-| 
trict JudgeYWill^^ a jury 

convicted, JJcCoy^two weeks ago on one 
Icount : of \ air’ "piracy.. llie judge, made; 
iso comment .oil the case; 
jJ^ a nlea.ibr iiilettiency, McCoy noted! 


that as *ahelicopter pilot in Vietnam 
he was decorated for heroism. 

•“I hope lyoir^take: consideration ofl 
my past record;.£he told the court. 

. . The F BI -.said $he -hijacked a United 
]351F LllHis jetliher. on. 'April' ■Tj' while Jt 
was on v z\ flight from -Chicago to =. San 
Francisco;, Agents fcaid he jumped from) 
the plane while ft was over Provo, Utah, 
where jie Jived. J . 

rMcCoy “was taken into, custody, at his 
home two days after the hijacking, and 
just" about all of the ransom was re¬ 
covered.. v -, . 'g- 

The defehdant was a Mormon Sunday 1 


j school teacher and a police science ma- 
i j qr at Bri gham Young U ndyersjtv in 

jpTOVT>. " 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 



Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 



Character / 

°' 7 ) A 

Classification: 
Submitting Office 



</ 


j | Being Investigated 



* 
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__ (Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Federal xCfTnrt sentences skyjacker 


to~45 years 


(Indicate paqe, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


CITY (AP) — A feeepaffwrt 
has' sentenced RichardFlj^^ 45 

years in prison lor a skyjacking and 

parachute jump three months ago. 

: McCoy v aformer Sunday School teacher, 
was sentenced Monday. “ r ,.. .... 1"-. 
He^bad^eCT evicted of taking over a 

Colorado 
Qyenfeijsi 



tf-the ransom put 

m- 3i . f 


He then ordered it on a zig-zag course 
across the West, ending over his hometown of 
Provo, Utah, where he bailed out 


FBI agents arrested him two days later in 
the neatly kept house where he lived with his 
wi?y JUKI IVfl) children. They found'alMjutJSO 
of die ransom. 



Date: *7V 
Edition: 
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or 
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